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Enthusiasm, flexibility and a sincere interest in peo- 
ple are also essential. Curry and Howell said. But both 
believe the rewards of working with hospice patients 
are worth the effort. 

“We are here to help people realize that death is not 

an enemy, but a part of life,” Curry said. "Our goal is to 

help people do what they want to do and live fully as 

long as they are still living.” 
"Working with hospice patients has taught me that 

you can’t put things off." Howell said. “We truly do 

have to live in the present and express how we feel, 

especially about other people. Life is very short, and 

you realize that you may not get a chance to say and do 
what you want to later.*' 

Currently, the hospice centers both have active 

volunteers. But Curry and Howell said they welcome 
student interest and participation in the program. Both 

hospice centers plan to train new people in the spring, 
and for students majoring in counseling, nursing and 
other helping and health professions, practicum credits 

or internships are also possible. 
“Many people who have taken our training say that 

they learned more about the process of dying from us 

than they had from other courses.” Howell said. 1 

think that is because hospice staff teaches from per- 
sonal. practical and emotional experience as well as a 

knowledge of textbook procedures.” 
Anyone interested in becoming a hospice volunteer 

should contact Linda Curry at 726-4581 or Donna 

Howell at 086-6879 or 686-6442. 
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