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They used to haul the old of RW Underwood. A A Smith  John Wesley Johnson, first presi

pioneers up the side of the hill and  and town founder Eugene Skinner  dent of the Umiversity of Oregon, gi
bury them with solemn honor and  sold family plots for $15 but burials  died in September of 1898, the s Pycw s 3
farewell goodbyes were slow at first, perhaps due to  Eugene Register reported that ““the Zanvazs NaMt F— — N

Today, however, there’'s hittle

the fact the cemetery was three

remains were taken in charge by the

L------------------------

sign of activity in Eugene’'s  miles from Eugene’s city himits Masonic Order and the Workmen Gﬁphnc Bervices
Masonic Cemetery except for an Preceded in death by daughters  who escorted the body to the grave . iy 0

occassional dog or human being  Lenora and Mary. Skinner died in - w here the beautiful burial service The quality you want at a price you can afford v
trotting through. Instead, an ceric December, 1864 and was buried on  of the Masonic ritual fimshed the , a3
wense of history drips from the tall  the top of the hill next to his sad rites.” e
firs and laurel bushes and hides  chillren, not far from Parsons and Four years later, John ‘

behind every leal. mound and slab
The ground in Lane County’s
oldest cemetery has shifted over
time. creating cracked plot founda
tions. crooked tombstones and top-
pled monuments. vy and weeds

McMurtry.

“*He got wet while trying to gel
cattle out of the river and died ol
pneumonia,”” Adams says.

When the cemetery was first plat
ted in 1859, cight-foot-wide

Whiteaker, first  governor ol
Oregon, died, and was the subject
of ““one of the largest and most im
pressive  funcrals  ever held n
Eugene.”" After the services had

concluded. a long procession
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“-Tf' have taken hold also. spreading like  alleyways were created so - that followed Whitcaker's body to the
’ cancer through the confines of the  when horse and wagon reached the  family vault on the west side of the
1. 12 acre site. site after their trip from the city il .
4 When Elizabeth Parsons died in  they could proceed up the steep hill According to records. some ol
; 1854 at the age of 22, she became  with the remains of the deceased the people buried in the cemetery i
the first person buried on the hill.  Later a strect car system was putin - were born during a particulariy ':a
Parsons was a relative of William  and ran to the vicinity of 25th  historic period. Elizabeth Parson’s | \ i
McMurtry. who owned the hill as  Avenue and Unmiversity  Street, mother was born in 1798, her (- i ’ W Wﬁ 5
well as farm land 1o the south and  thereby making the graveyard ac father in 1791. The oldest bones in ¥ M
west. Like other settlers of the day,  cessible to more families. the yard appear to be those of Polly Photo by Derrel Hewitt @ﬂp ﬂ g g 8 ” @ W : .
McMurtry used a piece of his land Throughout the 1800s. typhoid — Ann Sweet who was born in 1779, : i Vi §80s b ) ! . : %
) claim as a burial plot. fever and diphtheria took a toll on  three years after the Declaration of however. At the base of the west ,u'“d, l‘"hm .. hf"“ fromaclerestory 1] Amini semimar in effective, whole person communication. .
% **My hunch is that particular spot  Eugene  residents, especially on  Independence was signed and 10 end of the hill stands the crusted "h“'“ ave Heea filled in, lcuving Tuesday, November 4, 7 - 1 pm  fa
K was offered because it was a hill  women and children. Cemetery  years before George Washington form of Hope Abbey Mausoleum. the interior dark except for a ghm ) N L
: The building was built between  mer of light that enters through the | In this fun and information rich workshop you will: 4
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and the old cemelernies were never
put where there was productive
land.”" says Alice Adams. unol
ficial cemetery historian

By 1857, there was enough n
terest to make the hill a formal
graveyard. and McMurtry sold the
land to the Masonic Lodge. The

records show scores of both young
and old family members dying
within a year or two of each other
There were also a number ot
drownings. indicating nature was a
constant threat to the safety of early
pioncers and their families.

The hill served as the site ol

was chosen president

'he inscriptions on the
gravestones that remain visible to
day tell much of past times. A
tombstone on the southeast end of
the hill marks the spot where
America Pearce. born in 1817, 18
buried. Not far away lic the re

1912-13 by the Portland
Mausoleum Company. which was
busy promoting similar structures
in Portland, Salem. Albany and
Roseburg at the time.

A check of the original contract
between the Portland company and
Masonic Lodge No. 11 AF. and

padlocked front door. There are
roughly 300 people interred in the
building, including Prince Lucien
Campbell who takes up a spot on
the south end

Unfortunately, there is  litle
evidence today of family members
returning to  pay tribute 1o
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Many of the family plots at Fugene's Masonic Cemetery (top left) share their confines with (rees. Accol
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Masonic Cemetery holds the remains of many children, including those of Seymour Condon (above right)
Viost fell victim to diseases that swept the area and claimed entire families.
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