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the program, he said.

Chinese and Japanese are no
longer considered exotic
languages as they once were.

gram. Also, the languages’ ap-
plications for businesses
operating in the Pacific rim has
drawn many business majors to
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Courtesy of the Asian Studies Program
Tentative enrollment for fall term 1986 is 419 students.
Total credit hours for fall term 1986 could not be determin-
ed at this time.
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“Japanese is seen, in part, not
only as respectable but highly
desirable,” Kohl said.

Between 1982 and 1985, fall
term enrollment in Japanese
language and literature increas-
ed nearly 72 percent from 265
students to a department high of
455 students. While the 1986
student enrollment figure is ten-
tatively 419 students as of Oct.
3, Kohl said the final student
enrollment will be uncertain
until the third or fourth week of
the term.

The increase in faculty also
will help to relieve the heavy
teaching requirements that were
twice as high as some arts and
science departments last year,
Kohl said. Asian studies faculty
now teach an average of two to
three courses a term, which is
closer to the University average,
he said.

Kohl, who has taught in the
Asian studies program for 15
years, said students’ focuses on
studving Japanese have chang-
ed. Earlier students of East
Asian languages were compos-
ed of a small core of highl;
motivated students who studied
the language.

Now, students are more
pragmatic, Kohl said.

‘Japanese is being studied as a
tool instead of as a language
itself,”" he said.

Mike Clark, a senior political
science major who is currently
enrolled in second year
Japanese, said his interest in
Japanese is twofold.

His prior interest ir Japanese
culture and summer contact
with Japanese workers led Clark
initially to the language, and
the marketability of the
language influenced his deci-
sion to study Japanese, he said.

‘‘Japanese is really
fascinating in itself. For anyone
planning on being successful in
business or dealing with a
business, it would be intelligent
to take'' Japanese, he said.

Asian studies began at the
University in 1941 and became
its own independent depart-
ment in 1974,
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