The Senate rejected & bill providing an additional $200
million of foreign aid to the Philippines in & 51 to 43 vote
Monday The Philippines now are the mode! of democratic
reform. but this vole was & prudent one

The bill passed the House following Philippine Pres:-
dent Corszon Aquino's speech in a joint session of Congress
last month Her speech prompted the House to approve the
increase in aid. although the increase itsel! squeaked
through with only & six vote margin

The sad fact is that the United States doesn’t have
another $200 million 1o add 1o foreign aid Congress. facing
strict budgetary constraints this session. canno! simply add
the additional aid to the deficii. President Reagan has
already threatened & veto of Congress’ pork-barrel ap-
prapriations bills for the 1986-87 fiscal vear

It is also important 1o see what Aquino will do in the up-
coming months. as she rewrites her country’s constitution.
consolidates the sconomy . badly damaged during the Mar-
cos reign ‘as president, and tries to contain communist ag-
gression from guerrills groups in the Philippines

She was received very warmiv by the American banking
community and is currently negotiating with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund to refinance the Philippine's national
debt We should watch her progress; the additional foreign
aid mav not be necessary

Aguino also has not committed herself on allowing the
important American nava! bases in the Philippines to re-
main when their leases expire in 1991 Some senators
argued that if we hope to keep our bases in the Philippines.
we must be willing to give all available aid to her fledgling
government . although members of Aguino's cabinet have
leaked rumors that Aguino does not intend to renew the

With a $200 million ante. this is an expensive gamble.

The bases are not only important to the United States for
maintaining waterwavs in the Pacific. but to the local Philip-
pine aconomy as well. Many Filippinos are emploved at the
bhases, and base personnel support the surrounding com-
munity. Some Filipinos helieve that without the bases, the
surrounding cities would disappear

It is reasonable for the United States to ask Aguino to
commit hersell 1o maintaining the bases. when the United
States is committing itself to maintaining foreign aid to the
Philippines

American support tor the Philippines is clear from the
very close vete on Capitel Hill; probably no other nation
would have come so close. What's more, Senate Majority
Leaader Bob Dole. R-Kan.. who opposed the bill. is seeking a
compromise bill by which the increase can be approved

Unfortunately | the current bill would have taken the ad
ditional $200 million from foreign aid to other countries
mos! of whom are already having their foreign aid cut by 20
to 30 percent

Flux in dorm assignments
part of University housing

Of the 60 students waiting in temporary housing for a
dorm moom. eight remain. Though inconvenient. the
necessity of staving in a temporary room is a characteristic of
University student housing

Each vear. about 10 percent of students with reserva-
tions in the dorms fail to show up and claim their rooms
Rather than let beds go empty. the University housing
department overbooks the dorms to account for these no
shows

In Corvallis, onlv 2 percent of students with reserva-
tions fail to claim their rooms. causing few of the same pro-
blems in budgeting and assigning rooms

The University housing department is not supported by
the state. its onlyv source of income is student room-and
board fees. These must payv for the administration and
maintenance of on-campus housing, @and the approximate
$700 000 vearly mortgage pavment on'the dorms

Thus the number of residents is directly tied to what
student services the housing department can provide. With
high numbers of dorm residents the department can pro
vide extra student services . such as the recent rennovation of
Carson Hall

Considering the uncertainty in the room assignment
process, the housing department is doing an admirable job
of maintaining student housing. despite some of the
inconveniences
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Letters

A comment

As the seasons change, so do
the University surroundings. |
noticed some changes worth
commenting on

The greekies were ahsapt, and
with their absence oa less
trash around campus. | realized
that the beer distributors must
have mourned over the drastic
reduction in revenues. | wasn't

sure they could bear this
burden. However, all is not lost
Yesterday, | saw a group of

relieved beer vendors making
the rounds to all the frats on
Alder ['m not sure, but | swear |
saw a beer vendor crush a beer
cup and toss it on the ground in
some ancien! ceremonial acl o
christen the new vear

However, this wasn't the

Thev also added some rooms
that completely destroved the
beauty of this once majestic
house.

The real guestion | ask these
ladies is, why did they paint the
house virgin white?

Blake Lous Sliter
Paolitical Scence

A bit loud

Engines running. hammers
hammering. drills drilling and
saws sawing. Do these sounds
interest yvou” If ves, than come
o 221 Allen each Wonday,
Wadnesday and Friday at 10:30
a.m. 1o take in all these obnox-
tous sounds af construction —
all for the very low price of $445
per term

And as a bonus. if wou

been in mneed of public
assistance. i wvou had, wou
would be aware of the extensive
application (procedures) that
must be filled out with informa-
tion conceming one's income,
bank accounts and other assets

Public assistance is for sur-
viving on until one s situstion
dmproves. As income or assels
increase, so does the amount of
assistance decrease

To save money imphes a
surplus. If one has & surplus of
money . then there is no longer a
need for public assistance

I suggest that vou come oul of
vour evidently sheltered and
comfortable existence and hit
the streets for some real-life
aconomic education

Caitlin Hecsh
PPPM
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