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Paperwork slows financial aid

By Shawn Wirtz
Of the Emerald
About B00 students will not
receive their financial aid

checks in time to pay tuition,
said Financial Aid Director Ed
Vignoul.

According to Vignoul, the
students have been awarded
money but have not submitted
verification of their income and
dependency status.

“There's no way their finan-
cial aid will be ready. They've
had all summer to do it."" he
said.

New regulations from  the
L1.S. Department of Education
have increased the paperwork
required from students as well
as the work load of the Universi-
iv. said Jim Gilmour. associate
financial aid director

All students receiving Title
IV aid are required to provide
verification of income and
dependency  status.  Gilmour
said. Title 1V aid includes Pell
Girants, National Direct Student
Loans. Guaranteed Student
Loans. College Work Study and
Supplemental Education Op-
portunity Grants

Last vear only aboutl 50 per-

Ducks and organized
student groups had
little to do with the
University in its early
days.
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cent of Pell Grant recipients
were selected for verification,
Gilmour said.

**This year they've increased
the number of people who have
to be verified as well as the pro-
grams which require it.”" he
said.

The new regulations require
verification from 70 percent of
all program recipients. Gilmour
said. The financial aid directors
decided to require verification
from all students receiving Title
IV money rather than wait for
student aid reports to target in-
dividuals, he said.

“It's also fairer if vou do
evervbody.”" he said. Students
who receive University scholar-
ships but no Title IV money are
not subject to verification.

Verification is designed 1o
detect fraud. not 1o discourage
applicants or reduce the amount
of financial aid awarded.
Gilmour said,

“1 can’t believe anvone
would have that intent. but |
wouldn’t be surprised if it had
that effect.” he said.

Students who submitted late
verification forms. which in-
clude income tax return copies
and notarized parents’
signatures. mav have 1o defer
tuition or apply for a short-term
loan. Vignoul said

“Any student who is delaved

it will be by their own lack."™
he said. “We mav have to
decide that we can onlv give
short-term loans o people in
dhire linancial straits.

“I believe that the verification

Ed Vignnul
process is indeed valid.

However, | believe the Depirt-
ment of Education needs 1o cut

some of the rules.” Vignoul
said.

Most errors are honest
mistakes rather than fraud

Cilmour said.

A very common discrepancy
is for dependent  students
parents 1o estimate their laxes
wrong."" he said.

He admitted that it would be
possible  to  submit  falsified
relurns.

“Let's face it. the only dit
ference between a real tax torm
and a copy is a nickel.”” he said
However. he said. “'If we feel
someone has out-and-oult lied o
us. we will refer them 1o Stu
dent Conduat. ™
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