Rocketry climbs in popularity

By Yvette Jefferson
Of the Emerald

The NASA shuttle accident
that killed seven astronauts has
given new life to the faltering
hobby of rocketryv. said George
Ranchor, a volunteer with the
Amazon Parks and Recreation
rocketry program.

Ranchor, with about 20
children and parents, was pre-
sent at the Amazon Community
Center grounds Sunday after-
noon to watch about 10 rocket
enthusiasts launch the fruits of
their labor,

Up until the shuttle crash
people had lost interest in the
hobby, and only a few diehards
kept it alive, Ranchor said.
After the shuttle disaster people
realized they knew nothing
about rockets and became
fascinated with them, which is
why so many spectators attend
competitions and launchings,
he said.

According to Space Modeler,
a national rocketry magazine,
the number of rocket en-
thusiasts in the country has
almost doubled. program coor-
dinator Don Brown said.

An attractive feature about
rocketry is the price, Brown
said. It costs about $30 to make
a rocket from scratch, he said

Do-it-vourself kits also are
available at any toy shop and
can cost anywhere from $2 lo
$50, Brown said. Merchants
who sponsor competitions and
launchings sometimes provide
custom-made rockets for the
event, he added.

Rocketry  also
thusiasts because it is a safe
hobby, Brown said. Because
electricity is used for launching
the rockets, and rocket ““pilots™
stand several feet away from the
launching post, there is no
chance for injury, he said.

Brown has not heard of
anyone who has been injured by
launching rockets, he said

Launching model rockets
began prior to World War | with
egglofting. Ranchor said.
Rocket scientists, in order to
discover how much force
rockets could withstand, laun-
ched small rockets with raw
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Three voung rocketry enthusiasts watch a Jaunch at Amazon
Community Center field Saturday.

eggs fitted securely on the tips,
he said

After launching. the rockets
would eject parachutes and drift
to land. Ranchor said

“The idea of egglofting is to
get an ordinary egg as far up as
possible and down again
without breaking it."" he said

“It is a challenging hobby
especially egglofting.”  said
Adam Perrvman, a 12-vear-old
rocket hobbyist of four vears. 'l
took a class and enjoved it. 1
would like an astronaut
somedav.”

Rocketry is new lo Eugene,
Brown said. For the second con-
secutive vyear, Brown, along
with his sponsors and
volunteers, has developed a
program to educate people
about rockets and get rocket en-
thusiasts together for friendly
competition, he said.

Because the habby is growing
rapidly, especially among pre-
teen boys. most Eugene schools
and Amazon Community Center
offer classes on rocketry, Brown
said. Subjects include building
a rocket, preparing for competi-
tion and learning about NASA,
he said.

“I's a fun hobby
every month and
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something new with the hob-
by.'" said Valerie Stadlbaumer,
a research assistant at Oregon
State University and a self
proclaimed rocket fanatic of 10
vears

“1 launch a lot at home, and
sometimes my mom helps me
it's safe and 1 usually do it by
myself,”” Jesse Dolson, 10, said

Brown's main goal is to get
enough membership in Eugene
so he can attract a national
rocketry competition, he said

Rocket launches, which take
place once a month and attract
people from all over the state,
are sponsored by the Eugene
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and Eugene Toy and Hob
by Shop. Brown said

The next launch is scheduled

for 2 p.m. Sept. 7 in the
Amazon Communily Center
field
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