
Latch Key Gils child day care needs of many 
By Yvette Jefferson 

Of Ik* IlnanM 

Three local elementary 
schools are serving as day care 

centers for children of working 

parents this summer 

Eugene l.atch Key Inc... a 

private, non-profit organiza- 
tion. provides adult supervision 
for children who range from 
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five lo 12 years in age while 
their parent or parents work, 
said Bdwina Albright, director 
of Latch Key, The average age of 
children in the program is 
seven, she said. 

Mark Feleck. acting director 
of I*atch Key at Patterson 
Elementary School, said the 
enrollment at Patterson is 25 to 

30 children a day. Enrollment is 
low this year comparer! to past 
enrollment figures of 40 lo 50 
children a day, however, he 
said. 

"Actually, more than 45 kids 
would be a complete zoo," 
Feleck said "One time wo had 
50 kids and it was totally 
chaotic, but it was fun." 

Linda Wolf, a Latch Key 
secretary, said the program is 
based on a family's ability to 

pay so it can serve any family 
who needs the service. 

To calculate the payment 
plan for a particular family. 
Latch Key assigns families to 

one of five categories depen- 
ding on the total number of 
family members. Wolf said. 
Latch Key also groups families 
according to their gross income 

per month, she said. 
rhe cost tor Latch Key ser- 

vices range from $60 to $100 per 
child a month for full-time care. 
Wolf said. 

"The average day care cost 

throughout the nation is $200 a 

month per child, which proves 
our service is reasonable." 
Feleck said. 

About 20 percent of the 
parents using the service pay at 

the lowest level, and about 36 

percent pay the at highest level. 
Albright said 

The program is especially 
helpful for parents on welfare 
because they pay the lowest 
price for the service, Wolf said. 
The Welfare Department has ap- 
proved Latch Key's payment 
plan and agreed to give money 
to a parent to use strictly for the 
service, she said. 

The program has nothing to 
do with employment of a 

child's parents. Feleck said. 
Therefore, a parent on welfare 
who is looking for work, or a 
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Michael T. Davis, 10. plays al the l.atch Key center on 

Chambers Street. 

student parent who is on 

welfare, can still use the ser- 

vice. he said. 
“Incidentally, we serve a lot 

of University students." 
Albright said "Our program is 
flexible so the kids can really 
enjoy themselves, and parents 
don't have to worry about what 
their children are up to.” 

Mary' Ann Doan, coordinator 
of the University's child care 

center, places her child in the 
i.alch key program during the 
summer, but uses the Univer- 

sity's program during the 
school year. 

"I think our program is far 
superior to Latch Key because 
we educate our kids as well as 

entertain them." Doan said. 
“The reason why so many 
University students use their 
program as opposed to ours is 
that they offer more locations 
and can take an unlimited 
amount of kids. Also, we deal 
with more toddlers than they 
do." 

The University’s program 

also has better funding than 
Ijitch Key and is better staffed. 
Doan said. The University has a 

supervisor-to-student ratio of 
1-to-R to Latch Key's 1-to-10. 
she said. 

"I am not criticizing their 
organization." Doan said. "I 
think it is really good, but I feel 
ours is better." 

I.atch Key. 1350 Chambers 
St., is a nine-year-old organiza- 
tion that operates within the 4-J 
school system throughout the 
year and uses 12 elementary 
schools that are near heavily- 
populated neighborhoods. 
Albright said. During the sum- 

mer the organization only uses 

three elementary schools 
because the need is not as great 
as during the regular school 
year, she said. 

Current locations include Pat- 
terson Community Center, 
Willagillespie Elementary 
School and VVillard Elementary 
School. Typical service hours 
are from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Albright said. 
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