
Program is divided by gender 
By Tonnfe Dakin 

Of tW tmnM 
A program that teaches high 

school juniors about state 
government is separated by 
gender. Oregon Beaver's Girls' 
State and Oregon Beaver's 
Boys’ State have been held the 
same week only once and that 
was because of a scheduling 
error. 

Participants in the annual 
programs create mock govern- 
ments and play the roles of of- 
ficials and citizens to better 
understand state go.eniment. 
About 520 boys participated in 
Boys’ State on campus about 
two weeks ago. and about 350 
girls are on campus this week 
for Girls' State. 

Both programs are sponsored 
by the American Legion — 

Girls’ State by the American 

legion Auxiliary. 
Girls' State was founded 40 

years ago and used to take place 
at Willamette University in 
Salem, said Director Elaine 
Stevens. The program was mov- 

ed to the University three years 
ago for financial reasons, she 
said. 

Boys' State and Girls’ State 
were held the same week in 
1984. The programs were kept 
separate, but some activities 
such as guest lectures were 
combined. 

There are no plans to combine 
them again. Stevens said, ad- 
ding that the programs should 
stay separate. 

Boys’ State is run by former 
Boys’ State members and junior 
counselers. Girls' State is run by 
the American Legion Auxiliary, 
which results in slight dif- 
ferences in the two programs. 
Stevens said. 

"We have a more scheduled 
program,” she said. 

And she said holding the pro- 
grams together would not save 

money. "You pay for who you 
have here, not how many you 
have at once,” she said. 

Michelle Haywood, a 

sophomore journalism major at 
the University, participated in 
Girls' State in 1984. when the 
two programs were held 
together. 

She said the combined pro- 
gram went well, although many 
of the girls thought Girls' State 
leaders were too strict. 

"There was an underlying 
struggle there between the girls 
and the Auxiliary ladies." 
Haywood said. "Some girls 
thought there was a hypocrisy 
there. We were being called 
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High school girls on campus for Oregon Beaver's Girls' Stale 
take a break from mot:k government activites for a picnic. 
ladies, but we weren’t being 
treated like ones." 

Andrea Spuck. a junior 
counselor at Girls* State, 
defended the strictness. 

"There is a safety factor in- 
volved,” she said. "Many of 
these girls come from small 
towns and have not been expos- 
ed to a larger population area." 

Bitsy Paulson Was elected 
governer of Girls’ State last year 
and returned this year as a 

liason between the citizens and 
the Auxiliary. She said most of 
the girls do not mind having 
Girls’ State separate from Boys' 
State. 

"I think it’s a bit more 

beneficial.” she said. “There's 
not as many distractions." 

"A lot of women come here 
from small towns...they are 

more liable to let males make 
decisions for them," Spuck 
said. "Even being as capable as 

they are. a male's opinion may 
override their own." 

"Being at Girls’ State with 
other women really lets 
everyone explore their own in- 
dividuality without a male’s 
viewpoint," Paulson said. 

EMU food Service and The Cultural forum Present 

Summertime 
Beer Garden 

Jazz □ Pop □ Classical 

Good Music & Cold Beer 

Ev/ery Thursday 3-6 pm 
In the EMU fountain Court 

TODAY: 

Gus Russell 
Pianist 

I 0 Required 

Make something cool at your 
Craft Center this summer! 

Make It At The Craft Center! 

emu 

CRAFT , 

CENTER 

Workshops and 8tudio Space 

Ground Floor BML 
Houn: Mon.-Thur» HW»:4Spm 
Oktay 10-3:45pm; t lowd Weekend* 

LET’S DO 
LUNCH 

Track Town Pizza 
announces 

LUNCH DELIVERY 
COUPON 

YEAH! i 
Something to Shout About | 

$1.00 OFF 
Medium Pizza j 

TRACK TOWN PIZZA ! 
484-2799 • 1809 Franklin Blvd 
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i TRACK TOWN PIZZA 

| 484 2709 • 1809 Franklin Blvd. 
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Why settle for less... 
than the BEST!?! 

TRACK TOWN PIZZA 

484-2799 
1809 Franklin Blvd. 


