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The student teaching pro- 
gram is too open-ended. I-obue 
says. “I think the obligation is 
not as long as it should be. It 
would be more beneficial if it 
was longer because now I only 
see one portion of it." 

There are lots of transitions in 
! a school year, Lobue says, and 

"one term doesn't give you the 
whole picture, a clear picture of 
what the school year is like." 

I 
tarry Smith, one of about 20 

supervisors who evaluate the 
work of student teachers, has 

I 
nominated tabue for the Bryce 
Award, given annually to the 
most outstanding student 

I teacher. 
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University students who wish 
to be student teachers must first 
obtain the endorsement of their 
department. The endorsement 
states that the student has com- 

pleted enough hours of study in 
his or her field to be eligible to 
teach in that field. 

After receiving the endorse- 
ment. students must apply for 
entrance to the education 
department. Students must 
have an acceptable grade point 
average and must have passed 
the California Basic Education 
Standards Test before they are 

accepted to the department. 
Once accepted, they enter 
“block one” of the program, 
Smith says. 

Block one is an introduction 
to teaching, he says, with 
students taking courses to learn 
such things as teaching 
strategy. 

Once block one is completed, 
students go on to block two. 
which consists of completing a 

one-term practicum. Smith 
says. The student is assigned to 
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a school and works with a 

teacher to get a feel of the 
classroom operation, he says. 

Although most student 
teachers are seniors. Smith 
recommends that students 
begin the application process 
while they're juniors. 

Once placed at a school, the 
student teacher is assigned to a 

"cooperating" teacher who 
monitors his or her performance 
in class. If the student teacher 
does exceptionally well, he or 

she may be allowed to teach the 
class on their own. free from the 
watchful gaze of the 
cooperating teacher. 

Amato has supervised 15 to 
20 student teachers over the 
past 20 years and tries to pro- 
mote the best possible ex- 

perience for kids and student 
teachers, he says. 

"Student teaching gives you 
a mind set about whether you 
will enjoy the profession or 

not," he says. “If you have a 

difficult teaching experience, 
you may not want to go into the 
profession." 

“It's kind of a test market." 
Amato says. "Unfortunately, it 
comes rather late in your educa- 
tion. You should really think 
about getting experience as ear- 

ly as possible. Through 
ESCAPE, for instance." 
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