rookie award

NEW YORK (AP) —Patrick
Ewing's rookie season was
almost as humbling as it was
successful.

The New York Knicks
center was named the NBA
Rookie of the Year
although he missed 32 games
because of injuries to his right
knee, left ankle and left elbow.
Those problems, plus a
multitude of injuries to his
teammates, resulted in a 23-59
season for the Knicks, worst in
the league.

My rookie season was
disappointing in some areas,"’
Ewing said at a news con-
ference announcing the
award. ‘It was very hard to
watch your teammates and not
be able to play. I felt I played
well, but I hope 1 can play
more games and that the team
will be better next season."’

Ewing, who averaged 20.0
points and 9.0 rebounds in 50
games, received 36 votes from
a nationwide panel of media
members, more than double
his nearest competitor. Xavier
McDaniel of Seattle and
Utah's Karl Malone were se-
cond and third, respectively,
with 16%: and 14Y: votes.

Four other rookies also
received first-place votes.
Spud Webb of Atlanta had
four, Manute Bol of
Washington and Charles
Oakley of Chicago three each
and Benoit Benjamin of the
Los Angeles Clippers one.

“I'm surprised | got the
award because | only played
50 games,”’ Ewing said.
“From what I read in the
papers, | thought I hadn't
played enough.'’

Ewing didn't play at all
after March 6 and he finally
underwent surgery to remove
floating tissue in the knee.

‘“When I had that gown on
before the surgery I had some
second thoughts about it,"’
Ewing said. “‘But | knew I had
to get it done, so I did it. Get-
ting injured made me glad |
had stayed in college to get
my degree. It made me realize
your body can carry you only
so far."”

The 7-foot Ewing, the only
first-year player named to the
1986 All-Star game, led the
rookie class in scoring, re-
bounding and minutes per
game, 35.4. He scored in dou-
ble figures in 45 of 50 games
and had 20 points or more 27
times.

‘“He's A-1,"" Knicks Coach
Hubie Brown said of Ewing,
who was the No. 1 pick in the
1985 draft after an outstan-
ding college career at
Georgetown. ‘‘He's going to
be a star for years and years
and years to come.”’

Knicks General Manager
Scotty Stirling said he believ-
ed Ewing deserved the rookie
award despite his lack of play-
ing time.

McDaniel, the fourth player
picked in the draft, averaged
17.1 points and 8.0 rebounds.
Malone, the 13th draft pick,
averaged 14.9 points and a
team-high 8.9 rebounds for
the Jazz.

“LITE’S TASTE IS THE BIGGEST THING
;- 'VE RUN INTO SINCE BOB’S SHOES.”
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THERE’S ONLY ONE LITE BEER.
MILLER LITE.

Friends don't let friends drive drunk.
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