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New building planned for Museum of Natural History

By Tom Hill

E Of the Emerald
Museum of Natural History's new building were an-

nounced Tuesday by

University officials. The structure

will be built at the site of a parking lot across from the

Bean

complex.
The $635,000 project is
gram to build new science

of a $45 million pro-
on campus. The

museum, located next to the Science Library, is
to be razed to make room for two new science

buildings.

The new museum will be an 11,000-square-foot
building with a 9,100-square-foot courtyard. Museum
Director Don Dumond said the new structure will *‘just
about duplicate the present facility sizewise, but it will
have more elegance and more storage room."'
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Another advantage of the new building is that the
staff will have better control of temperature and
h , which are important in preserving artifects,

Dumond said.

Of the money needed for the construction,
$485,000 will come from an $8.1 million grant from the
Department of Energy for the first phase of the Univer-

sity's science construction
$150,000, of which $77,500

roject. That leaves
En been raised. Bill

Bowerman, former University head track coach, has
donated $55,000, and Portland philanthropist Tom

Autzen has given $22,500.

The remaining $72,500 must be raised by late sum-
mer when construction is expected to begin. Dumond
said he did not know when the bid would be awarded,
but he expected ground to be broken in September and
the museum to be moved to the new site in a year.
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The museum houses the Oregon State Museum of

Anthropo

collections and the Thomas Condon

Geology Collection. Condon was a 19th-century

paleontol

and founding member of the University.

Paleontology is the study of fossils.

About 20,000 people visit the museum each year,
Dumond said, He said he did not know whether atten-
dance would improve after the move, but added "‘many

people give up

use they can't find the place.”

University Planner Fred Tepfer said displacement
of parking spaces caused by the construction should
not be a problem. ‘“There should be no significant loss

of parking."

University officials have said they can make up for
any lost spaces by restructuring the lot to make it more
efficient and by replacing the parallel parking on Col:

umbia Street with slant
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