The playoff elimination. courtesy of the
Denver “Trailnuggets,” should seem ap-
propriate. The Nuggets played the entire
series without defensive standout Bill
Hanzlik and center Wayne Cooper. There
seemed to be hope for the Blazers.

Denver coach Doug Moe said before the
series that “the team with the most guts will
win the series.”

Well, there you have it sports fans.
| wish Mike Ditka knew a little bit about
basketball.

This team is so predictable (and so bor-
ing) that it lost nearly every close game it
played. Opposing teams had no trouble
figuring out that, when it came down to
crunch time, the Blazers would fall apart and

l J® l leave Clyde Drexler to exhibit his playground
' : : — but low-percentage — moves to the hoop.
i B 485.“ I ' This Is a far cry from a few short years
WSy I o L 99 ago. That is when guard Jim Paxson had an
W S s 2 HOGIES all-star season and was considered ""the best
RS in the NBA"' when it came to moving. without
I s $ the basketball. That is when Calvin Natt
; 2 FOR 5 or 3 FOR 7 could power over anyone and dunk and drive
: j to the hoop at will. That is when Portland
I ; mth this coupon l had no qualms about substituting Lafayette
- F Lever for Darnell Valentine at point._guard.
I ; . TM'M .‘.ﬂ.u. I With this lineup. Portland could draw-up
- oITALIAN saiami, Pepperoni, Provolone $2.99 first, second, third and fourth options. for
: ' { the offense during money time: “Paxson cut
I ©AMERICAN o, Satami & Amarcan Chosse. ... $2.99 I O e e et i
SGERMAN pastrami, Salami & Swiss Cheese ... $2.99 or Kenny Carr, Wayne Cooper. jumper. . ."~
l ~ oFRENCH sasiami, Roast Bee! 8 Cheddar Cheese 82,98 I Compare it to the present: “Steve Colter
\ to Drexler. Put your head down, drive and
oLATINO Roast Beet or Turkey, Avocado & Saisa.............. 52.99 pray.”
l condiments included l Exit Valentine, Audie Norris, Cooper.
Lever, Natt, Valentine. Enter Vandeweghe,
FREE DEI_.IVERY Bowie, Colter. By-pass Michael Jordan. Exit
Less than 30 minutes...guaranteed the conservative, heady offense. Enter a
each hogie made to order team trying to copy the Los Angeles Lakers
F fast-break style. but without Kareem Abdul-
* Now 4pm - Zam Dally Jabbar, Magic Johnson and James Worthy.
S T AN WM K WS ANt And Petur Gudmunson.

Since winning its the NBA championship

; Bl az ers Continued from Page 2B

In 1977, Portland has suffered countless set-
backs: the foot injury and eventual depar-
ture of Bill Walton, Lloyd Neal's early retire-
T;ant and failing to make the playoffs in

Portland fans and even | can understand
all of the above. However, it is amazing what
the worst trade in NBA history — in the
history of mankind — and a very poor draft
decision can do to a respected team.

The Vandeweghe trade was done after
Blazer owner Harry Weinberg said this team
“Iis the nucleus we want to work with.” He
also sald he would not change anything on
the roster exceplt the addition of a center,
which would be provided by the drait.

Never call tails. The chance to draft
Akeem Olajawon was lost with a fallen coin's
fate. With the awareness of an'injury-prone

“Sam Bowie and the avalilability of Michael

Jordan, how many teams would have taken
Bowle with the second pick?

Only the Blazers.

This season was nol to be absent ol tur-
moll; Portland handied the Vaientine trade
horribly and inhumanely. First the Blazers
announced the former starter was no longer
of use to the team. and then they took him
off the roster while the negotiations fizzled. |
truly believed the Blazers did a‘handy job ol
ruining Valentine's career,

The same situation Is happening with
Paxson, whose playing time has diminished

‘behind Clyde Drexler. He's an oustanding

player.and a great leader with a lot of years
left. Play him or trade him.

| leave it to Ramsay to rock the boal
even though he still has a year left on his
contract. He cannot feasibly imagine that
Bowie's return will lead to a rebirth. Harry
Glickman, the Blazers™ former general
manager. already did us a favor and left for
the Milwaukee Bucks™ front office,

Thanks, Jack. But all good things, and

bad things. must come to an end.
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ODE Distribution Dlrector

Comments:

The EMERALDS Gone"

haw w&wed enough inquiries to justify Lﬁ 822
. EMERALD’ dmpmthe £
ations. We want your thoughts 3

1. Have you been able to locate ODE’s in
the EMU?

Please use the below space to add your comments regarding
this new distribution peint or suggest any other points on
campus vou would like to see the Emerald distributed.
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