‘Lazarus’

The stage  is
stark.  with
crude, stick-
ke action
driwings - on-
the lmt kdrop.
l.aznrus Laughed '
_\nmrlc‘an plavright Eugeéne
TO'Neill was written, in 1928,
“during ‘the. l\prvssmm-.l ori in
At shows :
Al the - charac lmu SN upl
I.n?.arus wear ‘masks.: dc-signud
bv.Nan Huffm.m Thet misks are

"_'-um- O thir hmll points — “and
dlsturhilm fealures

- in' this
play. The . use.of masks.is the

Cdramatic: |il|'ll”1l|t'lll of - the ‘Ex

preslinniﬂl tendency ‘10” focus
!Iw eve- on mivriad  disparate
CpArs. W hlt h when viewed

_ fnmlthl'r uuupnw a unity: The

m.l-kn e papiermache.  and
represent the theme of distorted
consciousness and emotion
O'Neill :wiis concerned: with
||r|"u'l1l|liu A s iy ot ol
'umt_-h with atsesdt e ree o
ranl stratned  laughler s
cmploved  ass o mechlanism o
delinedte the: man' of  peace
FLazarus: Troin those who watch
and énvs him o Hebrews bhoth
common_and priostiv. Creeks
Romans - Blime Josus ol
raising Lazarus feom the dead
and-all are unable to curtail his

infedtious fully satislied
laughter

Lazarus laughs . and evervon
ol stage begins (o twitch
Taugh, and grimace. For all the

characters except Lazarus’ wife
Miniam and  Marv, mother ol

“by: the -

Expressionist look at fearful society

prodiuction.. the use " of élec-
tronic  laughter creares an

alimost  parapsvchological  ef-

fect. Lazarus' laughter might be
seen -as white" magic. and - the
tablazacconted - music  botween
scenes heightons the mvstical
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Adizarus is the animus. of the
society hi' inhabits. and of the
|r|n\ SDEatht Death!
\__vpgg-unt:l"” ey this Romans
and  Hobrews, Fazarus ANSWOTS

thieni by elling them for (he hrai )

of several times that Al lll‘dlll
is our invention. so laugh!*

Perhaps Lazarus' most |mpnr
tant opponent is Caligula: 1" is
i answer do Caliguda's manic
rantings and. rapacious. ambi-
Lion that Lazarus gives us-some
of his_ most-shining nuggets of
philosophy

Caligula_ asks Lazarus. upon
Lazirus” arcival b Rome, 2 Tell
me why 1 love soo0 kill?2s
Lazarus answer is devastaling
‘Because vou fear so much to
dhie. " Thus. Caligula represents
the psvehic state ol all the
characters  excepl  Lazarus
lll'illll'l* \TIH.IIII and Nany In
the second act. Caliguls even
savs of Lazarus, “"We must save
dleath from hion!

\oer the ilernmussion W
pee! iberius Caosar, Caligula’s
beenerale aneh and  the
obistacle between Caligala and

the Imperial seat.  Tiberius

wishes to see Lazarus bocause
T has hieard that Lazaris might
twe abrler Lo peslore s long-lost
ST YL

.The use of masks is the dramatic fulfill-
ment of the Expressionist tendency to focas the

eve on myriad disparate parts,

which when

viewed together comprise a unity. . ..

losus, Lazarus” poace of mind is
F Hhreatl

Even lesus grandlalhe
INlary s Bathuer . that is) curses

lesus and lazarus. and “the

great  mocking  devil which
taughs from his mouath ™ Im
mediately taped loughter
Degins olistage and the

characters twist and  contort
their bodies in their desperate
clinging to death

When Lazarus  Laughed’
apened at the Community
Fheater in Pasadena. Calif. in
T928. 400 costumaes. 300 masks
and over 125 pu-uplr* were used
There were no tape recorders in
use al the time. In this modern
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We  also meet Pompeia
manipulative
mistress: she s a it EIIIH"III'

IN'iberius'
ment o Caligula in  her
VGOSN SS .lllti i hdilll'll'llll I!]\l'
sense of politics. Pompeia sees
to it that Miriam eals poisoned
food from Caesar's special
plate.  Miriam is the only
cCharacter besides Lazarus who
accepts the idea that physical
doath is not the end of lite. and
she ecats it willhimgly, alter ascer-
taining from Lazarus that it is
alright to leave his siude

Lazarus shows that his
strength is human, regardless ol
the miracle ol new hife which
|n‘:|||||w|1|11| In|||~.|r].|\ it Belore
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" she dies, Lazarus asks Miriam to

call him from:bevond death’s
door. Eventually, aflu'r-(filliglllil
and the ofhers think that they
have - beaten Lazarus - that
death has-waon Miriam does
call” him. and’ Pompeia knows
love (or seems. to) for the first
time in”her life She save: that
she could weep for hm dufeat,
The prmlmlum of ' Lazarus
I..|||g11|-t| is._not alwavs evenly

- paced. There are p!m es where
actors” |1m-~. run’ over  cach
Lother. In, the first-scone. in pitr-
i ||I.|r Ilu- voices-olthe student
" !nrs betriy the vouth of the

Cast’ Unu one gels used to'that,
and _especially when the
dialogue includes the Romans.
the andience can concentrate on
the  spivitual  lessons  and
stthtleties of the plot

| Richard AWilliams, a U Tniver
sity professor of theater, plavs
Lazarus. He has a very round,
melliflnons voice which con
trasts sharply with the vaices ol
every other male charactor i

the play. _

Cole Hornaday plays several
foles. including  Caligula,
Short. with long blond hair pro-
friding from: beneath. his, mask,
his Caligula reminds one’ of
Ilt'nr\ s pvlul.lnt son John-in

“The  Lion  In - Winter” —
thiocugh much more
bloodtRirsiv.

Naren Glooge does o good,
slinky job with Pompeia. Her
mask shows more of her face
than manv. of the Hoffman crea-
tions: the more the better.

Sandra Wilev has some of the
most poignant lines as-Miriam.
especiallv when she is doomed
lo et her last meal. She could
have spoken up a little more in
her final scene. in order to ac-
centuate her entrance 1o life,
and not her surrender 1o death.

I'hil Dunn. as Tiberius. is suf-
hiciently depraved. but does not
sound quite old enough for the
role. This is alwavs a problem
with  student  repertory com
pranies,  as  mosl students  ane
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yvoung. You-can™ tault them for

‘mmv people have wmngly

identified -~ lazaris Laughed™

s Greek tragedy. Rather, it is
lor was canceived as) an-ex-
istential.. avani-garde  vehicle
for universal significances.

“‘Lazarus lLaughed' will be
plaving at the Villard Hall

Arena - Theatre  tonight - and:

Saturdayv. cand Nav o 1-3,
Showtime is al 8:00 p m.. and
dadfmission- s’ $2.50. The Arena
Theatre is not  large.  and
plivgoers would do wellto pur-
Chise tickels and arrive carly .

Tickels mav be purchased at
the Robinson Theatre box of-
fice. orby calling 686-4191. The
Robinson Theatre box office is
open Monday through Saturday
trom noon o 4 pome, and until
e on |u'l'ln||1l'|l|i ©UVEeInngs.
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