‘The Rivals’ satirizes lifestyle
in 18th century British society

As the lights dim, whispering ceases as
the audience awaits the first scene of Richard
Brinsley Sheridan's '“The Rivals,”" a play
satirizing the manners and fads of 18th century
British society.

Disguised as the ensign Beverley, Captain

Jack Absolute (William Weir I11) is the perfect
English gentleman courting Lydia Languish
(Barbara Pitts), who lives in a world of
romance novels and fantasies.

Absolute’s servant Fag (Doug Chausow)
describes Lydia as a lady who likes his master
“better as a half-pay ensign than if she knew
. he was a son and heir to Sir Anthony Absolute,
a baronet with three thousand a year!"

: The play unfolds as Jack rapidly loses con-

. trol of the situation, with some help from the
meddlings of his father, Sir Anthony Absolute
(Kevin Allen). Jack's disguise as an ensign
soon is discovered when Sir Anthony prompts

his unwilling son into visiting the “‘ravishing""

~ Lydia end her aunt, Mrs: Msldprnp (Crar';l
. Mcl(amla}

Because of their. presence -in - lhc room,

- Jack is unable to hide the truth. Lydia's dreams -

of a glorious, novel-like romance’ with'a poor. -

_servant are shattered, and she nighs. So them

. will be no elopenmnt after all!’
‘Sir  Anthoriy’s.. hypoc ritical . natum :s

|- "wonderfully portrayed by Allen. -as he‘ll’ompa

yells and pouts like.a child. when, emgad by -
Jack's obstinate bnhavior he: :umms “You
* rely on the mildness of my temper.." You plﬂv
“upoix the lrimekmms of my dlspu-nllun‘ The pa-.

tience of a saint may, be overc Qme. it last. U may

“in-tinie forgive you. Jf not: = dun t, unlnr lhia
* same homllpham wnh me' New nds

_»  McKefnie, dil‘l)( tor of the. Uni\mmity 8-
spoech dapurlmsm -glvés a hilarious: pur!rayal
2 -uf the simpnrlng Mrs Malaprup and [.ll‘aLliCﬂl

ly steals the show. He convincingly portrays a
woman who is every bit as hypocritical as Sir
Anthony.

Not only does Mrs. Malaprop abuse the
high society language of the era in her efforts
to fit in, but her views of the proper actions
“‘becoming of a young woman'' are full of dou-
ble standards. The audience sees this in the ex-
change between Mrs. Malaprop and her maid,
Lucy, when Mis. Malaprop says, 'If ever you
betray what you are entrusted with — unless it
be other people's secrets to me — you forfeit

my malevolence forever, and your being a

aimpleton shall . be no excuse for . your
locality."'

- Sir Lucius O"Trigger [Phillip Dunn] is lhe

typical Irish character — talkative, flirtatious . | .
and belligerent. He tries to ‘convince Acres |-

(Wade ]ohnaonl to fight a. duél against

 Beverley to “protect his honor,” but. he -
 himself is clsathiy afrald of cha]lenging lack tu
- aduel. :

- The perforrnanrm nf !he arlurs -are com-

plemented by award-winning ddmgner Alex-,
andra Bonds' costumeés, which provide visual .

humaor and bring’ out the: ndd pmonalily trails Al
of the ‘characters, . . Y

: l)iractur lark Wat,-mn s, lulcrprelslion of'_- :
-Sherldarl s "“The:Rivals¥"is_a hilarious-and |-’
en(anaming [bmdurﬂon thiit is wn]l worth:the | -
' time and .effort {0 see. The.ironic :situations - |
:* that ‘occur thmughnul the plav kuep the au~ »
'-'dwum mnslnnlly ontartaim-d s :

Thv R'ivalq

I‘htmtn- Bu:u f)ffita by cailmg bab 41'-11

By Frale de Guzmnn e

, (nntimms ih run Mart.h'_.' -
14:15 bhuwllmu uiﬁp m; and pri(‘es are. $5:50. "' v
fnr !he gmwral publu and-$3.50 for students, |~ ..o
Tickets can . be- purchased at ; .the, University: .| - -
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_ FOR BOOKS

00K BUYBACK EVERYDAY

Nebraska Book Co.
‘Wholesale Book Buyers will be here

FINALS WEEK
MARCH 14-22

Come in early for fast service

B_ONUS: 20% OFF COUPON

w/BUYBACK
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13th & Kincald
M-F 7:30-5:30
SAT 10:00-3:00
Supplies 886-4331

Tuesday Only!
*2.00 oFF

Any large or medium pizza

Chicago Style Pizza, Pasta and Calzone!
652 E. Bl"om.y e 345-4114 ,

For carry-out or QELI\{ER?

Heger
4J School Board

Pnldiotbythc(‘.odnlﬂntodect'lmll
uscuoolbuum.mkdl. l'mu;u*
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CELEBRATE EUGENE

WITH THt UFTOWN GET. DOWN MOTOWN GiANTS

\ “ I

AND EUENE‘S OWN ‘‘SHUMBA"
MARCH 13 - 8:30 PM

AT THE EUGENE HILTON BALLROOM .

1 pluase’ s yvdel & tckels avallable today n EMU
TI PFY\\ 850 D\DH‘* NCED- 1000 AT THE DOOR
AVAILABLE-AT-ALL HULT, CENTER OQUTLETS

A BENEFIT FUNDRAISER FOR

CELEBRATION

Check every page of the Emerald
for money-saving coupons.
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