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Speech team’s hard work 
a labor of love and learning 

By Amy Mom 
Of the Kmereld 

Some people would rather die than give a speech, but for 
members of the University forensics team it is second nature in 
fact they love It. 

The members of the team shared their enthusiasm for the art 
with high school students last week by busting a speech tourna- 
ment at the University, More than 75 schools attended the competi- 
tion. which is an annual event. last year, 00 schools competed at 
the University. 

“Forensics is growing," says David bong, a senior in rhetoric 
and communications who placed third last month at the national 
competition. "I think a lot more high schools are competing in 
forensics — it can be a very attractive extra-curricular activity for 
high school students." \ 

I.ong says he was first Introduced to the University by par- 
ticipating in a.high school tournament held at the University. Me 
.decided to attend the University, because the fnrmisfc.s program .is 

° 

so highly rated, he Says... ..* ... V 
David Frank, director of forensics at the University sirtce 1UB I 

is.proud of the learn and the many award's members have redbive'tl 
.. .throughout the-years ; 

"This team is clearly among the-, top 10 in the na1io.fi,” Frank, 
says.- He attributes the success of fhe.'team'tqfhe hafti- .work of its 
m'embers. ’’ 

; ^ 
"The students are dedicated, self-motivated, .highly intpllec-• 

tual arid moral with a vision of. what should l*e." Frfiok says.:"l lust 
kind of sit hack and Watch these people excel?"... 

The team, which has.°&5 members who compete “bn.'a' regular 
laisis, placed fourth out of HO schools last year at the national tour- 
nament in Reno. Nevada *• "t 

-At the national competition at- UCLA last motjth. the team’also 
did well. Rick Peacor placed secbndmid Dave Umg plat ed third, as 

overall speakers. 
•» "It’s a real .credit to the suctesa of the students .here1," trank 

«y* •• •■... 
■ 

: ",: V W ..:.\ 
The University forensics program isconsidered. the largest in 

•, t.he.-Northwest, second-largest.on theWest. (iottst.antl dm* 'of (he 
■ .'largest, in the nation, says lxnig. "All- of these .pfiople'arb' here 

liecause they know it is a great place..", ha adds, ^ 

•; ‘.Long and his,debating, partner. Peacor. debated whether or hot. 
the media coverage of terrorist activities, should be'restricted.. All- 
the'debaters in the copipbtitlbns must deitate.the xatiie topic' and 

• must support both affirmative and negative viewpoints, V: 
*, : They Spend as much tinre studyingvfpr.tf'debate as they spend 

studying for classes, bong, says 
1 -' 

?I think we live ip the library." Peacbr jokes 
Peacor and lxmg say they enjoy debating because it helps them 

improve their research skills as .well as lcarn about controversial 
•topics: The competition also is very enjoyable. Peacor says. 

r* "; "When you am deflating a cut you have written. it*s like 
defending your own kid," Peacor says. "You spend weeks concetv- 
jpg it and then you don t want anything to happen to it." 

Peacor and Drug sav they plan to attent graduate school and 
eventually teach speech at the college level. 

"When it comes right down to it. we love'it. and that's why 
we're he're." Peacor says. 
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