Speech team’s hard work
a labor of love and learning

By Amy Moss
Of the Emerald

Some people would rather die than give a speech, but for
members of the University forensics team it is second nature — in
fact they love it

The members of the team shared their enthusiasm for the art
with high school students last week by hosting a speech tourna-
ment at the University. More than 75 schools attended the competi-
tion, which is an annual event. Last year, 60 schools competed at
d - the University.

*Forensics is growing,"" says David Long, a senior in rhetoric
: : CLOSEOUTS® DISCONTINUED * SECONGS and communications who placed third last month at the national
* Hundreds of styles, colors & sizes competition. *'l think a lot more high schools are competing in
forensics — it can be a very attractive extra-curricular activity for
high school students.”

Long says he was first introduced to the University by par
ticipating in a high school tournament hield at the University. He
decided to attend the University. hm ause the fnn'nﬂi: § program is
-80 highly rated, he says.
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_* Peacor and Long say they enjoy debating because it helps them
mlpmw' their research skills as well as learn about controversial
‘topics: The u:m;wnlmn also is very enjoyable. Peacor says

W hvn you are tivhatlnu a iuso \mr Im\.v written, it's like
(ivfe-ndmg your own kid,"* Peacor says. "' You spend weeks conceiy
ipg it-and then you don't-want anything to happen to it."

Peacor and Long say they plan_to attent graduate school and
eventially teach speech at the-college le wl

“"When it comes right :Iuwn to it,-we Inw it, and that's why
we're -here,"" Peacor says.
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