Freedom of speech:
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Soviets disqualified
h'ndumofupuchpmtechyourﬁghttouymythlng
you want — as long as you're not a Soviet. This appears to be
themnoningof the Reagan administration. The administra-
tion assailed ABC for allowing a Soviet journalist to
contest a speech by President Reagan. And ABC wrongly

Soviet journalist Vladimir Posner disputed a Reagan
speech on ABC News Wednesday. The White House
mspondod Thursday in a letter to the network stating it was

‘‘astonished’’ that a “‘trained andist’' was allowed to
discuss the speech at !ength without presentation of the op-
posing view. _

Thursday, ABC Senior Vice President Richard Wnld
apologized. It is appropriate to allow a Soviet spokesman to
discuss a presidential speech describing U.S.-Soviet rela-
tions, he said. but Posner was allowed too much time
without an *‘opposing voice to point out errors and the in-
‘consistencies in what he said.”

The administration’s contention that Posner is a ' ‘train-
ed propagandist”’ is accurate: But the spokasperson of any

group, whether a country or a company, s

specifically trained to present the group in the best possible
light. The audience is fully aware of this and considers the
“comments of a spokesperson in this context.

For example, if a General Motors Corp. spokesperson is

invited to appear on a news program to respond to charges -

against the company, the audience knows the spokesperson
was hired by the company’s public relations department to
defend the company's interests. The same is true for a
spokesperson representing another country. The administra-
_tion does not need to protect citizens from themselves.

When ABC postponed production of the miniseries,
“Amerika.’’ in January, members of the Reagan adminstra-
tion complained bitterly that the network was allowing the
Soviet Union to influence programming decisions. Now the
administration has attempted to assume that role itself.

ABC added insult to injury when it apologized for its
judgment. The network acted responsibly when it invited a
Soviet to respond to Reagan’s contentions that the only way
to ward off Soviet aggression is to maintain a steady military

“growth rate.

Opponents argue that Posner’s remarks were pure pro-
paganda and thus were not protected by freedom of speech.

This would be fine if the United States could devise an ac-

curate and consistent method of distinguishing propaganda
from other messages — and providing the Soviets are the on-
ly ones guilty of disseminating propaganda.

Also, why does the network think an opposing voice was
necessary? Posner was the opposing voice — he expressed
opposition to Reagan’s speech.

In addition, why would it be necessary to point out er-
rors and inconsistencies in Posner's remarks? Spokespeo-
ple, including Reagan, frequently make inconsistent and in-
accurate statements during interviews. Does the network
think an analysis should follow the comments of every
spokesperson? Or do Soviets present ‘‘special”’
circumstances?

Nothing comes without a prir:é. The price of freedom of
speech is that disagreeable opinions must be protected as
fiercely as agreeable opinions.
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Cons:der few

A recent letter from one of our
most-vocal defendérs of legaliz-
ed abortion claimed 90 percent

of abortions occur in the first -
; lrllm-slvr

Let’s ignore’
developed these first' trimester

babies generally are though,

and conc vmmlv on that other 10
percent.
I there are’over <1.5 million

children aborted in Americaan- .
then 10-percent of that

nually.
would equal at least 150,000
abortions! Some ‘are done when

complications occur, but most

aren’t. _

M's no si'sprise Ihnl maiy
Caesarean and saline abortions
go wrong, with the baby being

- born alive. But, hey. abortion is_
legal,

I guess that makes it

moral, right?

- Michael Cross

Senior, History

Political ‘Science

Take the class

I would urge anyone who is
going to. take the Graduate
Record Exam in the future to
take the excellent GRE prepara-
tion class offered by the Learn-
ing Resource Center here at the
U of O. Taking the class was one
of the brightest things | ever
did, and the- best $40 invest-
ment | ever made.

Jesse Ledgerwood
Post-Master's Counseling
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‘Tape’
ing the fraternity system-for the -
“attitudes |wl;pl'.~lm|l'n'ti in the

- shouldn't

Set example

* Bravo, Gary Paquin. Finally,
someone stands up and exposes
the fraternity. systeri for what: it
really is. Unfortunatély,

ter missed the point

Mr. Paquin is not saying date

rape, occurs only ‘in the fraterni
ty svstem
several - incidents of .*fraternity
" that occurred. He is blam

fraternities.’
These attitudes were " never
more apparent -than when. a:

fraternity posted flyers around-

campus advertising an “‘open
party"". for the W( )\Ili-.\ of the U
of 0. One cannot help wonder
ing what the expecied outcome
of a party open to women only
would be. I'm afraid itis sicken
ingly obvious. Despite what. Ms
Hastings .and Mr ‘.\']n'h'; may
think, a fraternity did repri
mand its pledges for ot “get
ting laid."" and they did have a
roster showing who was gelting
laid and who -wasn’t. Mr.. Pa
quin told the shocking and
revolting truth

If it is true the fratérnities are
in the “'social eye' more than
any other organization, as Mr
Olenivich claims, then
that organization
want to set the example. for
others to emulate? How is it that
a woman can gel raped at a
fraternity “'function” when so
many people are present? The
only way such a repulsive crime
can take place in that ‘environ
ment is if such acts are normal
or even expected, consented to
or not. But that's life in the
Greek system

Scolt Lewis
Psychology

© v missed”’

‘those
who chose to respond to-his let-. .

¢ ge = & T {
He is not even blam. - - @UITage ously.

Jing the éntire - system for the

" surd,

“ed 1o attain a goal

quisite  for any

Conﬁ:s'ed

i* llll{l'llll}lk !lll' le Ih Point
“(QOBE,-F rl! 19):
~Mr, Dawson, . you- are ap
'p.m-ull\ a'very confiised: man
Your allegafions that ROTC and
thie CIA. hive the right ™
say anything.that that persen or
group-might- wish
Talse

to.do o

I8 simply
Both
groups’ only purpose is to'serve
the ‘people.and the government

of thé Unitéd States. They are

* professionals who not only. live

by - the- socially
criteria of our society,

accaptable
but also a

Cstricter ethical code of their own

professions_ - Further, being
public. ‘servants, they do’ not
miake or initiate policy, they
simply « umpl\ with it, as do we
all
-. Your ‘next” point
states that the -most basi
prerequisite for democracy is
“the - guarantee that - physical
harim or death Wwill never be us
If that were
true, no democracy would exist
today

Surely; the

equally ab

most basic prere
demaocratic
government might be more a
articulated 1o

tice Iinsure

curately
“‘astablish jus

tranguility
common defense,. pro

domestic provide
for the :
mote the. general wellare and
secure the blessings of liberty to
posterily

country

ourselves and .our
The survival of vour
may: necessitalte the use ol
violent force

Lastly. | would address your
statement  that “ the CIA . and
ROTE ."ought. not be _allowed

the privileges' of the
democracy. When that occurs
weo-will no longer be living in a
democracy, but something fa
waoarse

Richard Thomas
History
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