‘Brazil’ satirizes the bureaucratlc
jungles of technological soc1et1es

*“Brazil'' is neither a time nor a place. It has
m&hgtodowiththcwunt!y Its reference comes
from a popular song of the '30s, but its place in the film
imlnthedmlmof its

century.”’
'l'hemlngaf“hzﬂ"kahﬂlhnﬂy imtgimd
mchngnuf '80s technology with "40s costumes and
y. The computer terminals used
bythngovmnmlofﬁchh(&mbelonplothe
Miniﬂryoflniormmon]mhookeduploancimt
underwood typewriters and viewed through huga
magnifying lenses.

Information is sent through a maze of pneumnﬂc
tuhuthatmnnectthcendhu catacombed halls filled
that bustle about only when being
checked upon. Otherwise, their terminals are tuned to
the escapist Hollywood black-and-white movies.

jungle
without filling out 17,000 forms. The story that fateful-
hero begins when a

uses a mistype in the Ministry of Information
Retricvul. An order is mistakenly sent to find one Mr.
Buttle on the suspicion of espionage. Formalities are
followed, his house is destroyed in the capture, his wife
is given a receipt and they are ready to question the
man at his own expense.

The real target was Mr. Tntﬂe possibly one Harry
Tuttle (Robert DeNiro), a free-lance repairman who in-
furiates the incompeieni government servicemen who
are unable to even keep up with the breakdowns in this
fair land. Yet the mistake is discovered too late and the
snafu causes the death of Buttle during questioning.
Every department tries to throw the scandal off of them
and onto someone else. creating an even bigger
bureaucratic mess that finally pools at the bottom.

Lowry volunteers to help Information head Kurt-
zman (lan Holm) cover himself, but finds himself pull-
ed into the foray just as he spots the woman of his fan-
tasies busily working to show the government ils
mistakes. Jill Layton (Kim Greist) is first on the Informa-
tion Retrieval hit list and our meek Lancelot decides to
find and protect her.

The Ministry of Information Retrieval bears more
than a striking resemblance to George Orwell's
bureaucracy in ‘*1984."" ‘‘Brazil’’ might be seen as an
adaptation of the book as a black comedy. Monty
Python alumni Terry Gilliam (who also solo directed
“Time Bandits’’) is no stranger to satire, but in this film
he outdoes himself.

Not since ‘‘Blade Runner has a film been so
carefully and so densely textured in every aspect so as
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Mrs. Lowry (Katherine Helmond) visits her plastic
surgeon Dr. Jaffe (Jlim Broadbent) who demonstrates
the next stage of surgery.

to create a unique, alien and totally believable world.
And you have got to love Lowry — the everyman

‘pushed by his plastic-surgery freak mother Ida

(Katherine Helmond) .

*'Brazil”’ is ultimately the story of a doomed man, a
human being crushed by the weight of a dehumanizing
society. Lowry is the oddball who can’t keep his emo-
tions out of his work, the loose nut in a tight machine.
As portrayed by Jonathon Pryce, Sam is a helpless,
hopeless man simply not equipped to deal with a life so
destructive to human nature.

“Brazil'* is not for everybody, but its razor sharp
satire will cheer those fed up with the glossy,
Hollywood ‘‘everything is fine'' movie.

From our point of view, Sam Lowry can be con-
sidered a sane man in an insane society, but in the
nightmarish world of Brazil, Sam can only be con-
sidered insane. So much for happy endings, but this is
the real world, kids.

Plays at Cinema World. Hurry, for it may not last
long in Eugene.

By Sean Axmaker

-. will show her film *‘Las Madres’
- who have disappeared in Argentina‘on]Tuesday at 7"
p.m. in.the I,alin Amricnn E‘u!lurul (AI'I er, 1236’ kin -
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Sister University meeting

Assisting the National University of El Salvador in
its goal for freedom of education was the broad-based

goal of the University Senate when it voted to establish
a sisler-unlversity relationship with the Central
American institution last October. Attaining that goal
will be the subject of the second mesting of the Sister
University Committee today at 3:30 p.m. in EMU 337,
said Steve Nelson, student senator.

When the UES was occupied by the military in

1980, the campus was gutted and destroyed. Even '

though the constitution of El Salvador guarantees fun-
ding for UES, the operating budget was severely cuf in
1985, and the financial outlook for 1986 does not look
much better, Nelson said. Supplying the campus with -
much-needed books and supplies for clusroom imlruc
tion is part of the committee's goal. -

“We will be making appeals 1o University depari
ments for materials and oquipmenl they may not be.us-
ing that could be donated.”’ Nelson said, The cornmil
tee will be conducting fund-raising events to pmmqla,

awareness of the UES and it problems. The Sister .

University Committee will also -maki pmwnulinns o,
groups interested in the UES.

“We want a broad-based umiillun ns a stramgv lu
make .the pmblem visible,”" he said. '‘Freedom: n[
education is the issue. Instead of us rm\nlng down o
City Hall and yulllng thls isa umumu tiw way lu nd
dress a pmblam

. Follewing a !wn mnnlh lmlr in tht' !’ut I“'l Nor-* ] BEN
lhwvsi by two UES students; eight. Nnnhwmt iiniver- : .
" sities have adopted a sister univmsil\‘ rtr‘lalumship wnlh Pl
.the UES; Nelson said. The tour t.ulmmnlnd with Ilw '{ g
passige of a resolution in, support of Irm iundmu fur
" education ai:the UES by lhu United: Statés Stadeiits uf
- America, a Washingloml)( bumd studerit lobby-.: .

“We're doing 1his baumu if enqugh'unwcrsuh-s >

. m lha 1J.8. show support for the UES, then maybu the

- El bnlvadoran government wjll dot.idn !hlt 9dh(.a!ion s =~
.lmporinnl ! ! i

“'Nelson sald
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A‘?entme speaker and ﬁlm

Suum Bhultdn—Mum an ﬁnnu.n- fllmuukar
a lpuk about those

caid, St.

% The film i the story of the mothan of 1hrue who

have disappeared at the hands of Argentine: ucurhy
forces. The event is part of the Third World women's
project, which is sponsored by the- Institute for Policy -
Studies i Washington, D.C., the Council for Human .
Rights in Latin Americi and lho (.snler I‘éf)r the Sludy of

' '. Women in bocial;r :

s #

The’ eviml is frna l-or mbm informuliun call.
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Itaban arcbxtecture tﬁlk

- The farnous l!slian © ltyr uf anli-s offars some ar-

chitectural lessons. for_ Amnru.an cities tudnv 'mw--
" Rosaria Hodgon, & llmvurnily archuauu’ru pmfnni;ur
who will lecture tonight uboul ‘Iho Strﬁuls of. Naplus

Architecture and I'mdilmn in llal\

- Color.slides will be: f(ralumd in lhl- fl‘l!i! puh]u talk

in the Eugene Conferénce Center’ ad|m vn' to the Hilton- -

Hute-l The Jecture begins at B P m und n spunsomtl by’
the University Forum. :

“Until-about the 1860s; ?\"npll!h uu‘iuyml high
repute as one of the great centers of European culture
and -as a-base for visiting Pompeii and Vesuvius'' says
John Nicols; University Forum director. ' An outbreak
of cholera several years ago, industrialization and ter-
rorism have unfortunatély tarnishéd that image,” he
8aVys. :

Hodgdon, who grew up and was educated in

Naples, agrees.

“My intention is to look beyond the chaotic
modern seaport and regional industrial center and to
focus on the magnificence of its setting and the sen-
suous contrast and harmony which characterize this ci-
v."" Hodgdon says.

Hodgdon, a member of the architecture faculty
since 1979, has seved as a consultant to the City of
Fugene and various other Oregon communities

The University Forum downtown program is spon-
sored by the UO Henry Failing Lecture Fund, the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities and the Hult
Center for the Performing Arts.

Tuesday, February 18, 1986
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