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Address the root of
teen birth g)roblem

w If a recent w,{‘,;‘ study is accurate, go m
teen-age pregnancy continue to grow in ep c
proportions. The billions of federal welfare dollars that sup-
port women who gave birth as teen-agers would be better
spent in efforts to prevent unintended teen-age pregnancy.
The Select Committee on Children, Youth and Families
last week that “‘there is no focused approach to
the complex problems of teen pregnancy at any level
:mmnl." to the survey, an estimated 1
unwanted teen-age pregnancies occur each year in
the United States, resulting in 400,000 abortions and
500,000 births. 55 percent of the live births are to unwed
mothers.

Teens also have more complications during pregnancies
and births, and their children are more prone to illness, mor-
tality, and physical and mental disabilities. Teen-agers have
more low-birth-weight babies than older women because of
poor nutrition and medical care early in their pregnancies.

Only about half of the girls who give birth before they
are 18 finish high school, compared to 96 percent of those
who have children later. The congressional researchers cited
an Urban League study that found that unmarried mothers
are more likely to live in poverty. This situation has led
many to claim that the ‘‘feminization of poverty" is a cycle
that begins with teen mothers — 71 percent of women under
30 who receive Aid to Families with Dependent Children
had their first child as a teen-ager.

In addition, the economic situation has worsened the

ability of young men to earn high wages, leaving them less

willing to assume responsibility for a family. Thus, the
number of unwed mothers has increased from 15 percent in
1960 to 55 percent in 1983. _

Economic problems are compounded by women's
wage-earning inferiority. If an adult female worker makes 60

important to note that teen-age girls make even less. In 1984,
65 percent of teen-age wage earners could not make enough
money to pull a single-income family with one child out of
poverty. And jobs themselves are scarce — the teen-age
unemployment rate is about 18 percent.

And federal AFDC and welfare rules promote the
fragmentation of potential families. Households in which a
male is present — regardless of his breadwinning status —
receive little or no aid. Young families are encouraged to
separate because in many states, AFDC funds are a more
stable source of income than low-wage jobs.

‘The congressional study stressed that pregnancy-
prevention programs like health education, and contracep-
tion information and services ‘‘receive much less emphasis
than programs for already pregnant and parenting teens.'’
Indeed, recent studies have shown teen-agers in the United
States are misinformed or ignorant about sex itself, as well
as its ramifications.

Scholars at Johns Hopkins University found only one in
three sexually active teens 15 to 19 years old nationwide
uses birth control. The Alan Guttmacher Institute, a research
affiliate of Planned Parenthood, reported the
United States is ranked near the top of industrialized nations
in teen birthrates.

Clearly, the vast sums spent by the government have not
eased the problem of teen pregnancies. A national program

promoting family planning would, over time, lower the rate
of teen-age and lessen the demand for welfare

assistance. Without a shift of priorities in the form of
pregnancy prevention, the rise of poverty among women
and children will continue unchecked, as will the trend of

single-parent families.
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Commentary
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" OSPIRG fits EMU standard;

cents for every dollar earned by her male counterpart, it is

should retain free-rent space

On Feb. 7, the Emerald said
that the Oregon Student Public
Interest Research Group should

- be tharged rent for its EMU of--

fice space. We.disagree. = - .
The ‘purpose. of the Erb
Memorial Union is to augment

the educational opportunities of .
students, encourage participa-
tion in the-community, devilop’
democratic principles and::

ideals’and complement campus

‘life. OSPIRG definitely fits that -~
. description. . Students -here- at

the University .of . Oregon
created ‘OSPIRG in 1971 as a
way to enrich their education
while working on issues of con-
cern to-them.

Through OSPIRG, students

learn how to conduct research
on public-policy issues, com-
pile that research into reports
and testimony, and present the
research to the media, to public
officials and to the community
at large.

In short, students, through
OSPIRG, learn what it means to
be a responsible citizen in this
society, and in learning this,
they are able to have an impact
on public policy and the quality

Assistanl! to the Publisher Jean Ownbey
Advertising Sales: David Wood - Sales Manager, John
Boiler, Michael Gray, Robin Joannides, Carlos adrid,
Marcia Leonard, Shawn Leuthold, Julie Lewis, Catherine
Lilja, Anne-Marie Vranizan, Laura Willoughby

Thomsen
Phot

Reporters: Tony Ahern, Sean Axmaker, Dan Coran, Kim
Kaady, Capi Lynn, Chris Norred, Chuck Thompson, B.J

aphers: Kamila Al-Najjar, Shu-Shing Chen, Maria

of life in' Oregon. * . .-

For 15 Veéars, students at’this
University have ‘supported
OSPIRG. For-15 years, the, EMU
Board has seen OSPIRG as é stu-

“dent group and as a group en: -,
tifled to rent-free space, * - ..

The EMU Board  recently

" changed- its' rental* policy, re--.
quiring groups-like OSPIRG-to "
go through an appeals: process’

in order to receive_rent-frée of-

fice .space. The Board's inten-- -
. .tion is to provide rent.free’space .

to student groups; During the

appeal, therefore, OSPIRG will .
- justify its status as' a student
group and define its relation-

ship to the purpose of the EMU,
OSPIRG in its very nature is a
student group. Because GSPIRG
is accountable to. students
through the referendum process
and through a student-elected
governing board, we believe
that the group is entitled to rent-
free space.

Each spring, OSPIRG
surveys the student body at the
U of O to determine the issues
students are concerned about.
Each spring, students elect a
local board to provide leader-
ship. OSPIRG is a student group

and representatives from other
campuses serve as directors of
the Oregon Student Public In

experience -of students, 1o, ex
pand OSPIRG's Idgislative peo-
gram’ wnd 10 ‘irivolyve’ Oregon's
volers. in’ citizen ..politics
Citizens donafe money because
they  believe _ the: work "béing

““done by students:is iinportant,

and thiey want 1o see this’ work
t:t_lnlimﬁa‘tu-gruw." ;
The citizen contributicns, are

“obtaindd “through - OSPIRG’s
. canvass' pfogram. -In "~ 1983,

OSPIRG: received permission
from the chait of the EMU Board
to.run the summer canvass out
of ‘Suite 1. Permissicn was ob
tained ' from the Board the
following year as well. Several
members of the current board
have been aware of this practice
since then, as have other people
sssociated with the EMU. There
has never been a problem with
this. Only recently has OSPIRG
been informed that this vractice
is inappropriate. If thi: is the
case, OSPIRG will discontinue
running the canvass out of the
EMU.

This spring, as is prescribed
in the ASUO constitution,
OSPIRG will run a referendum
to determine student support
and ask for an increase in fun-
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