Organization strives to place
food-labeling issue on ballot

By Scott McFetridge
Of the Emerald

A newly formed group is seeking to place
an initiative on the November ballot to ensure
that all food treated with radioactive gamma
rays, used to kill insects and bacteria, is plain-
ly labeled,

When telling people about the food ir-
radiation, ‘'‘No one can believe it.,"” Portland
resident Hale Weitzman said. ""People just
laugh and say they can’t believe something

. like that is allowed."

The Coalition to Label Irradiated Food

‘,-'omn’lud by Weitzman, has gathered about.

5,000 signatures but must obtain about 75,000

more by early July in order to place lho in- .

* itiative on the ballot, he said.

> The use of radiation, called picnwavu. is
.dullnod to kill insects and bacteria in.food --

- and prevent spoilage. Backers of food irradia-

tion claim the process would extend. the shelf

_ life of foods and could decrease lha
chemical pesticides.

Low-level irradiation of whul polal'qm”

{ md spices already ‘is permissible, “although

there is little commercial use -of the protess, .
-.’said James Green, a spoknsmnn for the Food _

and Drug Administration. Only some spices -

..used in processed _foods (.urrun"lly are ir- -

" radiated, he said.- -
‘But”use of the li-radiallon method noon

. may be expanded to fruits and vegetables. The
~ EDA dpproved a plan to broaden thé use.of. -
. radiation in foods.in December 1985, -but the *
4 plan also must be approved by the (,)ﬂh,e 'i:f'»
A & °Mnnagamem nnd Budg’m i

" b (;ivun tha le\ml we’ reé using lhs prot.m

is definitely safe,’’ Green uld. “There is no
safety concern whatsoever.''

if the OMB approves the irradiation plan,
food manufacturers must plainly indicate that
the food has been '‘picowaved,’’ but this re-
quirement could be waived after two years.
Because members of the Coalition to Label Ir-
radiated Food question the safety of food ir-
radiation, they believe labeling should be re-
quired indefinitely, Weitzman said.

‘Although the initiative will require. only
labeling of the irradiated food, Weitzman’s
group also questions any use of radiation on
food. Despite the government's claims, some

experts say the process drastically changes the -

molecular structure. of foods and inay hsve
unkriown effects, Weitzman said. -

And-much of the radiation uned on the

food would be supplied by wastes from the

production of nuclear warheads and from com-

~'mercial nuclear power plants, Waitzman said..

* “A Jot of people think it's just being push S

ed through by the. nuclear power industry
Woeitzman said. -
" Green 'said lhe use of radiitlon on foods

“could be a cost-saving measire, for the-nucléar
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- Breakfast .

We're open at 8:30 Monday through Friday,
and from 10 on Saturday and Sunday for deli-
cious simple breakfasts.
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“Thé* following .is a. list ul';--.
llnivehiiy-am crimes mported-
. " to-the Puuanv Police” Depart-.
) nmn! ‘within the past wéek: .
LSO A microwave valued at 3120'
. ‘was stolen from Walton com- .

_pléx Feb. 6 at 11:30 a'm. ,
- A wehicle 'was driven across

- the’ lawn  near ‘McAlister dor-

" mitory* Feb: ‘6. at 11:50 p.m.,.. .

' causing ‘$50 dnmnge ,

_ '-vssugallon into’ the' incidenl Is -
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