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Nature

the poet

resdnates ‘with significance that.asks

: miesl pﬁOpla dany themselves..
o 'I'hal §a great loss," savq Pugcne poel.
lhhn Wlﬂe

a

p{,-uplu bnng to ‘poetry is “that - lht-v can't
unﬂbrsmnd it,"! Witte asserts. "Bamg an:artist;

* you firid yourself lungmg for pmple to enter. -
“into 8 rglnlmnﬁh!p with your work ina -ump]v A

un:ummd wayr Wha! you sei njlml'[pmﬂ ry)is:,

' tnnipletblv awessablv - lhvrt- s nmlrmu h( mg-
nn{:ﬂaled. MR

Witte, a l'lll\"i’r'ill) instruc tm' and t'dlllll’ of

. recently: rl*t'l-l\f('d an’

: That'i money. will hmr him time-this summl'r 1o
" 'work-on - '_-pm|ﬂt for which the. grant ; was
n*n-wvd

.; 88O L
‘m’pldauon. Witte says.
* anly person w hu guardq his or her time jealous-

and {oo’ mut.h confusion."" If fact, he fmmd just

- the uppusm' His daugliter, Iuwphuw pmnd

” t‘d ‘a wealth of material and a very welcome

! foc us Thal focus, has pruvtdmi the.inspiration

-fora long- suite of poems on’ thv r'\;mrionu\ of - -

* ‘being a father. ' : '
“Witte-began wrltmg p(mlr\' at age 21. 4fter".

a sh} and introverted childhood ; Witte says he
Chada Iut ‘of things on his mind as & childbut
: hada very-difficult time expressing them.

' "'One of my more’ pvr'mndl reasons lhal 1

wnlo is to_finally:try to expose sbme of these -

things lhat I've had dlffu ulty vxpnmﬂng ever
since | was-a litle-kid,”" he says. "‘Now writing
comes easily; but it comes qli)w!v “It's:a €om:

" plicated . labur that involves m[uai parts uf love
and toil,"" he adds. -

Witte'was born in Albany. N.Y He (Illﬁlld
ed lullrgc- in Mdine before coming to Umgml

. to enter thé University's graduate program in
fine arts. After. a seven- month :fellowship in
Massachusetts, he came "back ‘to' Oregon. in

.1979 and assumed t*tilluru.hlp ol - theé
University-based Northwest' Revie w’ (publish-
ed three: nmm each. year): His' pm'lm have ap-
peared in many magazines; inc huhng The
New -Yuriceer. the " Paris - Review’ und the
American Poetry Review. His first book - Lov-
ing the Days,"' puhlisl_w_d in-1978;'is an eclec:
tic 'mix of nature, history, paip, acceptance,
love and ‘death. Witte often uses nature and,
specifically, birds to_reveal something about
humdn existence

“I've found some of the best lumgw. and
some "of the  best- poetic' métaphors. from
nature,”’ Witte says. ‘*Nature provides a kind
of .mirror.for ourselves, and birds are very im

" portant. “Birds ‘and people: are the only
-creatures that walk on two legs, and birds have
the added advantage of being able to fly,
something for which people have a powerful
longing.

“Flying is the most perfect form of expres
sion of the release from bondage to the earth
our kind of mortal shackles. It is that longing
for pure spirituality or redemption that runs
throughout my poems.'

Acceptance of the inevitability of death is
also a theme that resounds in Witte's poems.

“There is a lot of grieving in all my
writing,"’ Witte admits. ‘'l guess | would have
to suggest that the natural condition for people
who feel deeply about life is one of grief. There

'nétﬂ'spe&b to the heart. Eich- word -
. the heart to-listen; the soul to res- -

~pond. Enjoying poetry is ‘an.adven-
"+ ture‘and a delightful experience that .

Ry & lhmk the biggest mmpncepllun lhal- H

--.—'a .series of father-daughteér-poems.. .
s 1“.![[!’ bec ulm' o fdllu-r twn dhtl ‘one- hd“ years

i 2L QI enterrd mlu lhls adwnlum with a lm uf .-
"l was conc ‘erhed, as.

Iy, woildybe, that it- mlghl be.an ‘interference. . _rjmllh

. aqlnmaul

> oertosy Jebes Witte
John Witte's daughter losephmv provides
hlm with much poetic inspiration.

is a lot of ubﬁl;acl griéf in my work, a lot of col-
léctive grief, but there's a'lot of joy as wall."’
Sometimes, Wllto works !hmuah the grwf :
-thirough an elegy. ..~ . :
- “An elegy is dosngtmd tn come 10 Inmu
with - that- sense of grwf t's mmvlhlng that
helps the reader deal with grief,
" Witte-is c urmnllv working on a poeim, sn-
titled “:*Pachshund.” * whigh ‘reiterates -the -
- theme uf hulmm non-ac ((-phml b ‘of: dvulh ‘He.

explalm that dac hshunds l(.t-rmun fnr badger-

‘hm‘md] werd_once ummﬂunulm \mrs ‘heroic’
and ﬂttraurdllglnh C n‘uruum’au-« m.nmul ableto
RO dms n” holes in lnln] durkm"ﬁ and-scare’ llw,
umn-lt'r llk(-' fernc mm. lmdgvr uul ni its bui- -

“ row fnr ”ll' hunit:

ll seems dll'l"ll:l\l hie .lrt “rl ne hmg whe n l
- 866 A |i.u hshiind ‘nows bécause 118 bachme an
dunrfwi mlmuturuvd sand nuuil' rltiu umm
‘Witte.says "'Dac hﬁlmlul :h'plt i a man w hu
,is ‘illlpllt‘l’ in a car with his. family in a traffic -
|mn caused by an acc Sidenit, pmlmhlx a very bad
;accident in whith someone -has, been-killed.”
While- the.min " re fh-(h onthis, he
\\mmm w diklnu her (Lu hshund

*‘So.the poem is-a_reflection of how Wwe
hme- mnm show lost this: capacity to ‘confront
to t:mfr:mt thé'. morister - we've
imr._mm! th:lrf('ll and . Iudu rous - like- the
‘dachshund:"’ ‘Witte says: | :

On thv theme: of- flight; perhaps. as an
escape;. i il_r_unm of.Rétufn to Earth,'" from.
“Loving lhv Um-i “* It depicts the speaker as.an
isolated. and -weightless, who
dmmns uf gulng h{:mu to Earth..In a recent
manuscript, “Return: to’ Earth,'” the speaker
dm"; .go home, but finds it hard.to’ mhu-n to the
mah!llm of earth

: Witte feels that being a parent has urmmd
od -him _in a sense; given him new' priorities,
and d'new. difection for his writing

Hml ‘expe rience really does gruund you
in‘a way,’" he says of purl-nlhuud ‘So many
thingsf_tlml I-find 1 used to dwell_on, dand. that
used to be very troubling, seem ingignificant
now. 1t makes your eutlook a whole lot more
realistic:"’

‘Wifté once wrote several poems that refer
red to his nephew; whom he felt ¢lese to in'a
paternal way. Now. he is writing about his own
child;  and ‘another-child“is-expected -in May
who will'provide even more inspiration,

**They -grow so quickly, you'realize right
from the start that you have set somthing-in
motion, which vou'guide and nurture as much
as you can, but has a-future of-its own, " he ex
plains “There is- somehow ‘something
wonderful that's being. gained ‘and:lost at the
same time."" Witte hopes to convey these f¢el
ings in_his_father-daughter poems

“l1 think ‘when you're able to express
something that's very . simple and perhaps
universal, and express it ina very clear.way, it
becomes very profound,’’ Witte says. *'People
are sometimes confused by, that; but I think it
has to. do with a need for a greater simplicity.in
our lives. Almost everything is available to us
for the right price, but the'one thing that is not
available to us; and is becoming a rarity ‘is
clarity

‘] write about things that are important to
me and | try to express them in as clear a way
as | can. My hope is that they are things that
are important to other people as well, If the
kind of befuddlement, confusion and grief that
| feel in my life is typical, then perhaps the
clarity in expressing my point will help other
people, or at least relieve for a moment their
befuddlement and confusion."
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