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. video here,’
S -».lulmm ac rn-.h the country

“found on a 12-inch”single,. also- called

“the first time: - "
', plece,

.vocals from the Portland-based: Linn Sisters.

_ gide features . the lead singing of C d!\m Walker on a
. .song called, . :

-what ‘he.

" says.

lone traveler dressed in ax overcoat and a tip-

ped hat carries a guitar case into a dark and

almost-vacant Oregon Eleetric Station, He's

barely noticed as he sets his case down and

settles onto a bar stool, A train is heard roar-

ing outside in the distance. The bartender,
who finishes mixing a drink for a young woman sit-
ting at the bar's end, approaches the newcomer.

“What'll it be?"" he asks.

“You got any music?"' the stranger replies in
monotone.

“On Saturday nights,”" the woman interjects.

The stranger, undaunted and relaxed, looks pen-
sively away as visions of a slow-moving train carrying
his lover emerge. And amidst railroad-station steam,
jazz guitarist Don - Latarski strikes the beginning
chords to his new locally-produced music . video

- “Private Affair."" now being aired on cable stations

nation- with'

The video focuses on Latarskias a traveling jazz
musician, stranded overnight and looking for a place

. to musically demonstrate the emotion he's feeling for

“his ‘absent - glrlfrlnnd

" .. musical reverig are. images of a crowded barroom,

* where Latarski and fellow musicians are set playing in

_ thie comipany of Latarski's lover. who's p(-n hc-:i ata
-~ froit table, holding a- vnlldw rose;

Inmrs;mnml in -this sort of

-~ I'hi' video closes much the: way it lmglm suug-
e umplnlﬂd :
beforé parting; ‘moves to pick up the.yellow rose lying

- on thie table once océupied by his girl[rimu!

‘Latarski’ gathers hia imluugu:gs and,

; Latarski says his new venture, which took .tlmut
six ‘manths’ to' complete, marks a hew direction for

- -him as & recording artist. He says the ‘video was pro-
. dhiced in Eugene last spring becausé it was

“loss ox
pensive to- pull pl-nplt- and machinery togethier for a
" and is played on almul 12 mnnmn cable

"“‘We' re lr\'mg to’ nﬂl the ﬂl!l'mmn of major_recor
dmg companieés - lhl‘uugh i gru%nmls Jmovemint

: because I'm not as well known'in ulm-r plm o8 in the
* country as. I’ (I like. to be, "

Lalnrslu says, .

The muslr that - uuompanlt-s the w:lm can -be
‘Private Af
fair.". Latirski says-the music itself gives rise to new
horizons because he's. incorporating vocals with it for
Private Affair,’' a high-energy jazz
_runs about threé minutes.and includes backup
The flip

“Poor Man.!"
Like many E ugene mu musicians striving to gain

: gri'dlor rec ngninun I.a!:m.h hm-p-. busy looking for

ways to l-xpu-m his inln-n! on-a national scale. He says
the song ‘‘Poor-Man"' was- largely thie result of his

_ pluwng and mixing all the instruments and rhythms

in a friend’s garage in Exgene.

“It ‘was.cheap because of that,”’ he says, “and
also because | got to. do all the engineering, putting
things together, building: And 1 like to do that, | like
to be. in charge of ‘turning. all' the knobs: | can just
remember that-as a kid 'l always liked to build things
Now | like to put things together musically .’

Because there are no major ré¢ording companies
in-Eugene; Latafski sirys he'll confinue to diversify
knows _and ‘can’ do with. music until
'‘something turns out'to be veéry worth while:’

“I've got lots of fishing lines out in the wateér,'* he
‘If something réally bites, 1’1l have to seriously
cut back on all the other things I'm doing."’

From thé looks of what thé 32-year-old guitarist
has going-now, that could mean a lot. He's currently
an adjunct faculty member at the University's School
of Music, a member of the Performing Arts faculty at
Lane Community College, and a private ‘instructor to

with your

VALENTINE

DOZEN LONG STEMMED
ROSES %22.50

(shipped anywhere in USA $29.95)

Chase (ardens &ﬁ 5

(lreef)bouse Sales B i
Insrow & Centennial (scross the 345-3283 '

footbridge at gate 3 Autzen stadium)
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-8:30; Sun. 12.5:00

Friday, February 14, 1986

about 30 students. Latarski says he's also often spon-
sored by the Oregon Arts Commission to tour outside
the state.

The National Young Audiences program
schedules him at elementary-school assemblies in
Portland once a week. For example, Latarski might
take a song like *'Old McDonald'' and demonstrate to
the children how it can be rewritten to include jazz
rhythms. Then he invites them up on stage to scat-
sing to the improvised sounds.

“You get these little kids up there, and they're
not afrc d to try anything,”' he says. ''It's really a

"

gas.

e

to do when I'm soloing and when I'm writing tunes.

Latarski admits he can play any style of guitar
music, but says he's found a niche in this funkish jazz
style he picked up over the years. An example of his
style can be found on his ‘‘Haven’ or ‘Lifeline"
albums, which he says didn’t “bust any charts'’ but
remain important to him.

Latarski has published several books on chord
structuring and scale patterns for guitar as well. On
the wall of his small home-recording studio hangs a
framed letter from a guitar player in Poland who had

requested a copy of Latarski's
Chords.""

‘““Moveable Guitar

Long- hnurs in.the rec urdmg studio ;umi off for E ugene jazz gmhmsf Ikm Lmaruiu in the form of a h:gh

¢-m*rg1, 12-inch smgh' Private.Affair:’

Latarski sayé hv s dlso ‘getting a fair. amount of
work: writing’ music “for dommercial  videos:. -And
recently he's béen hired to compose a J0-minute song
for- an aerobics: vidéo by. the American Gymnastics
training center in Eugene

Which' brings us to the question.of how all this
got slarted

Latarski first picked up the guitar at age 10.when
he was Inmu on-a.small farm 40 miles outsidé-of
Detroif. He says he took many lessons so that '*l could
read -music pretty. well by the time | was 12. Since
then 1 haven’t stopped playing the guitar for more
than three days in my life:”’

In 1973, he decided to study in Eugene on a
“whim." He says he'd never been away from home
for more than two weeks at a time before then but he
‘just decided, though, that it was time to go."'

Latarski was most influenced by early Eric Clap
ton and l.m:r}u- Hénson music, and now by some of
Pat Metheny's. lyrics: He says he-was able t6 combine
thode ‘influences into a style unique to'the' wayhe now
plays

I .like George  Benson because hé's got such an
incredible rhytlimic intensity,: especially his earlier
stuff."! he says. ''And Pat Metheny 1 like because of
his Iyri¢s and-his sense of melody: When 'm playing |
really try to play with rhythmic intensity and sort of a
funky edge. Metheny doesn’t have that, but | like his
lyricism. So I'try to-combine funky-lines and yet have
good lyrical ideas. That's essentially what I'm trying
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Amidst all the business of squaring contracts for
video commergials, writing- guitar ‘excércise books
and teaching lessons to.young, guitarists, 'Latarski
does find time'to, perform here-and in Portland. The
Don Latarski'Group, which. he says is too intense for
Oregon night-club audiences out” to secialize, plays
concerts mostly: in . auditoriums, parks and “‘an occa-
sional weidding in the woods."’

“People -hezre drag 'a generator out to the woods
and hire a band to play at their wedding out there,’’ he
Sa4vs

His other ‘group,- The, Don. Latarski - Quartet
features singer Joe Borland and performs in places like
Jo Federigo's and the Oregon Electric Station, Latarski
says that 60.percent of the quartet’s repertoire in
cludes vocal music, and “*people can talk then if they
want 1o."

Why Latarski’ remain in Eugene, when
there's a good-chance that he'd survive in a larger city
with a larger recording industry? He says he's entren-
ched in his work.-here and would leave under only one
condition — “guaranteed dollars.”™

Iilll'.‘\'

“You have to do more than be a good musician in
this world to make a living at' doing music,”" he says
“*Being a good musician just isn't énough. You've got-
ta teach and do:other things until you get a contract
that’ll take you places.”

Story by Eric Eoloff
Photos by Ross Martin
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2 FOR $5 or 3 FOR $'7 I

with-this coupon I
OBBITISM poaxt Bost, Turkey o $2.99 I
SITALIAN Saiami Peapbiont. Provolone '$2.99
SAMERICAN Har Saumi & Americn Chiesss $2.99 I
GERMAN Pastrami, Saiaini & Swiss Chssse. $2.99
FRENGH Saiari, Roast Beef & Cheddar Chedse $2.99 I
*LATINQ roast Beer of Turloy, Avocado & Saisa $2.99

condiments included I
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