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Blazers tangle with Lakers

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — The Portland Trail
Blazers are playing their best basketball of the
season, and Coach Jack Ramsay says there's no
single reason for the team's recent turnaround.

‘“When a team is playing well, there's no one
thing that makes it play well,”’ Ramsay said. “'It's
a combination of things."

The Blazers, winners of seven of their last
nine games, begin their final long road trip of the
National Basketball Association season Wednes-
day night when they play the Los Angeles Lakers.

The trip also includes stops in Milwaukee,
New York, Cleveland and Indiana.

Although Ramsay says there is more than one
factor to the team's success, he says much of the
credit must go to the improved play of forward
Mychal Thompson.

Thompson, often maligned for what has been
perceived as a laid-back attitude, is averaging just
14 points per game this season. But in his last
four games he’s averaged 23.3 points per contest,

* “There's a big relationship between Mychal

: Thompson's performance and the team’s perfor-

mance,”’ Ramsay. said. 'When Mychal piays

well, the team plays well."'

“1 think Mychal decided he's got to do

. . He's. really gone after it much better,”’ Ram-

\ uy said. ‘"He's played - more aggressively- arrd
thbt‘l the key to that success."” -

‘Eleven games ago, Ramsay “decided to

remove Darnell Valentine from the Blazer picture

and shift Steve Collar into the stnrting point

- m ’ -
; b think that claﬁﬁed some roles a little bet-
. tér for the guards,”’ Ramisay said of the move.

““And it also enabled me to siva ]lm Paxson some

more minutes-on the floor."

. . - Paxson, often ‘in the plu&rmking rpln has-
.nmngad 7.6 assists in - each of his laal eighl
. .comuu -

I _uid.

..;tonntshavama! B A

At the same time Valentine was removed
from the lineup, Clyde Drexler voluntarily left his
starting role and became the first player off the
bench. His game since has exploded.

In four games last week, Drexler averaged
21.3 points, nine rebounds, 9.3 assists and 2.8
steals per contest. He hit 61,3 percent of his field
goal tries and had two “triple doubles' -~ games
in which he hit double figure: in points, re-
Lounds and assists, The effort sarned the 6-foot-7
guard NBA player of the week honors.

Ramsay doesn’t think Drexler’'s improvement
can be traced to his decision to relegate himseif to
a reserve role.

“He's doing very well off the bench, but |
think Clyde would do as well if he started. | don't
think there's necessarily a change in his play,"
Ramsay said, ‘‘but | think the team has benefited
from him coming off the bench.’

There are other indications of the team's im-
provement. Kiki Vandeweghe's scoring average
over the past nine games is 27.2, about four
points ‘higher than it has been the rest of the .

. season. Center Sam Bowje has hit 69 percent of’

his field goals the last five contests.
i | think everybody. hns pil.lwd up,’' Ramsu\ :

The Blazers ha\ra made just 49 purwnl of
their field goal tries this season, but have shot bet--
tér than 50 percént in each of .their last nine
games. Portland’ nomrinusly weak.on the.boards
in the early season, has had i mbound advnnluge- :
in 11 of its Jast 14 contests. ha

Despite all the improvements, the lllamrs,.
should know the-road trip may q,l)l got olf to.n
great start. ‘The Lakers, who have an eight-game

- lead over Portland in the Pacific Division. have

beaten the Blazers 11 of the lasl 13 times the two

CALENDAR

__Jan. 8 (Wednesday):

- WRESTLING — San Jose

State at McArthur 00urt 7:30-
Pm -
Jan. 9 (T hursday)
WRESTLING —Fresno State’
- at McAnhur Court, 7:30 p.m.
. Jan. 10 (Frlday}
'GYMNASTICS ~ San Jose

p.m.
MEN’S & WOMEN' S SWIMM-
ING — Pugat Sound at
Leighton. Pool, 7 :
WRESTLING — Chlco Sla!a
and Oregon State at McArthur
Court, 7 p.m..

Jan. 11 (Saturday):

WOMEN'S. BASKETBALL —

‘Utah at McArthur Court, 7:35

p.m. - D
MEN'S BASKETBALL —
Oregon ' State at- McArthur
Court, 7:35 pm. .
WOMEN'S  SWIMMING —
Chico State at Leighton Pool,
7 p.m, :
Jan. 13 (Monday);
MEN'S BASKETBALL — Stan-
ford at Palo Alto, Calif,, 7:35
p.m.
RECREATION
AND INTRAMURALS

CALENDAR:

Bowling: Entry deadline:
Jan. 13, Start: Jan. 15

r------—---"-------------------1
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: Selected New Guitars !

& @ : i
I'E S‘c_lrry. no 1ru’d¢:‘. i c.cp'ird .rll'l II'm offer l
l?: 1 /2 Prlce i:::g::::lpl:l_;c:unhautl with guitar =
i !
: TYILERIE |
= 40th and Donald Open week days until 7 =
h--------------------------------------d
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Bukolban Tune- -up: E‘ntry

-deadline: Jan. 14, Start: Jan 15
. Basketball: Entry. deadline,_ g
Jan, M.Slan Jao 18 B Mo, 8

-‘Wresthng
-’:team busy

State at Ge‘rllnger Annex, 7:30 |

' The Orrpgon wnmling toain '.

will take.on the San Jose State

‘Spartans tonight in a dual' meet. *
It will' be the first of threb
_straight nights of action for the :
- matmen as they will. meet
Fresno State ‘University -

Bulldogs on Thursday night

and then take on the Oregon
State University Beavers and '
Chico State University in a dou-

ble dual on Friday night.

Wednesday and Thursday‘

matches will be at 7:30 p.m.
while Fridays match will begin
at 7 p.m.

Oregon is coming off a sixth
place team finish at the Doc
Peterson Invitational in Chico,
Calif. Oregon's Scott Harter
won the 177 pound weight class
at the meet. It was Harter's se-
cond Peterson Invitational title
in as many years.

i Dlva Willifnrd

Wllllford
celebra’tes

()mgnn § ||uwml “assistant
sports’ information director
Dave Williford . celebrafes his .
31st birthday lmlu\' :

Williford joined the Oregon’
staff from Drake -University
in Des Moines, lowa in july of
1985,

Williford is a graduate of the
University of Kansas and has
been an invalubale addition to
the Oregon SID staff according
to his counterpart John
Lashway,

“Dave is really a nice person,
and he adds a great deal to our
office,"” Lashway says.

A Spoclalty Drink of the Month

Cafe Roma

(Double Cappuccino)

860 E

90¢

with coupon

Expires 1/31/86

13th 344.-7804
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