Editorial

Year of Peace may
be wishful thinking

The United Nations christened 1986 the Year of Peace.

And on the first day of the new year, both President Reagan.

and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev pledged devotion to
peace and disarmament.

But in terms of real progress between the United States
and the Soviet Union, the United Nations' declaration ap-
pears to be little more than wishful thinking.

True, the potential for achieving peace has been
bolstered. The New Year's Day speeches by Reagan and Gor-

bachev were characterized largely by optimism. And the

November Reagan-Gorbachev summit meeting defrosted the
lines of communication between the superpower chiefs and

opened the door to cultural exchanges and future meetings.

But the world will not find peace simply by paying

homage to it. Positive thinking and inspirational ceremonies.

are useless if not buttressed with concrete actions. And in
terms of tangible moves, the world has not progressed
towardpuce Instead, ithaslostsmund

'!'hepamgeof‘l%SnwtheexphntionoflheSnltIl :
treaty and of the Soviet moratorium on nuclear tests. And .

the primary barrier separating the world from peace stands
strong. The United States remains undaunted in its support
of the Stratogic Defense lnitiaﬁve. commonly called “Star
wm LA

SDI is a ridiculons fantasy The proiact s price gag is

| estimated at $1 trillion and even ardent supporters i_admlt it '

would not intercept every mlsslie almed at it. .

~ Scores of reputable scientists assert ﬂw system is :
mechanically impossible. In December, - columnist Flora
reported startling evidence suggesting the - results of
reportedly ‘‘successful’’ SDI tests l:mva been ﬂagi-antly.

Lewis

mlmpresented by the. government.

rock and a hard place. The Soviets insist U.S. suppeort of Star

Wars will sabotage arms talks, and tha Umtsd States refuses’ '

«o relinquish the program.

## Even theNew Year's' Day exchange ot' gmatmgs mtend-
ed to express goodwill, did not escape refmnces to SDl by
both Reagan and Gorbachav

In a clear referénce to SDI, Reagan lold Sovtel rmzens

he hopes the world will eventually rely on *defense systems
that threaten no one,’’ He said the United States and the. '

Soviet Union are conducting research on a new defense

technology and said his dream is that the technology could -
“‘one day free us all from the threat of nuclear destruction.”’.

Gorbachev directly referred to the system in his address
to Americans with the statement; *
greater secunty for oneself through new types of weapons
and a call for “keeping outer space peaceful.”

By keeping the dream of Star Wars alive, the admmistrn—

tion has forgone the Soviet offer to cut its nuclear arsenal in .

half in exchange for U.S. abandonment of the program. And
recent agreements with Great Britain and West Germany to
aid SDI research have aggravated the problem by fortifying
SDI's credibility and broadening its base of support. -

Arms talks between the United States and the Soviet
Union are scheduled to resume Jan. 16. If 1986 has any
chance of living up to its designated title, the United States
and the Soviet Union will have to find mutual ground con-
cerning Star Wars.
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Prohibition is proof positive
that laws don’t make substance-
abuse problems go away.

3. Since when is the law a.

substitute for common. sense?
Alcohol and nicotine are legal

" because sensible - people .can .-
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ed. Surely, the neo-
conservatives of all people
would not want the United
States to stand idly by if Mexico
were raked by civil war.
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" trait the neo-conservatives seem

to have a monopoly on
I'don’t envy them
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titles. Amiericans to throw* jhe
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back “its product’ with ‘relidble
service; then find one that will
There, are -plenty Jof organiza
tions that would be happy to in-
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. _and technologically advanced

Additionally, both’ the
and location of
machines in the.library should
be increased as. two at each
stairwell entrance in insuffi-
cient, especially when neither
is working. Finally, reduce the
cost — 5 cents for each copy is
too high and shows signs of
monopolistic advantage.

Perhaps what the library
needs is a little competitive
pressure. | suggest thai the
several copy stores in Eugene be
allowed to bid on handling the
library. An innovate approach
might be to set up a small copy
center within the library with
efficient machines and staff to
handle student copy needs
This would be especially
helpful for materials not allow
ed to leave the library

copiers.
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