Marijuana Initiative supporters meet deadline

Petitioners say they’re gearing up for
an ambitious, grass-roots campaign

Oregon voters will decide this
year whether to allow people 18
years and older to possess or grow
marijuana for personal use when
they vote on the Oregon Marijuana
Initiative, which will appear as
Ballot Measure 5, on the Nov. 4
ballot.

The initiative qualified fof the
ballot after petitioners submitted
more than 87,000 signatures to the
state elections division on Nov. 1,
1985, although state law requires
only 62,521 valid signatures for an
initiative to appear on the ballot.
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register voters in unprecedented
numbers. Marijuana is an issue that
will cause people to register and
vote,”’ he says.

Under current state law, posses-
sion of less than one ounce of mari-
juana is an infraction and non-
criminal in nature; selling marijuana
is a class B felony punishable by up
o lﬁywumprison and growing
marijuana is a class A felony
punishable by up to 20 years, Oer-
thcr Says. ;

" Adults who chooae 1o grow and

consume marijuana - in- private

should not be ' subject m criminal

peultics ()crdlefsnys Nobody__.

“Adults who chooae to gmw and consume
marijuana in private should not be subiect ¢
to criminal penalties. . . Nobody is passing
a pemwn tolegahze murder or rape orany

. m crime.’ _ : :

By submitting their petition to
Secretary of State Barbara Roberts’
office more than six months ahead

of the deadline, supporters of the

OMI] were assured of an early deci-
sion as to -the validity of their
signatures. And if Robers’. office

". rules that too many signatures are

invalid, supporters of the initiative
will be able 10 submit addmoml
stgnature.s
Since receiving word that their in-
itiative will' be on the November
ballot, . OMI1 supporters have becn
geafing'ap their campaign.
**We know that we have to create
a grass roots, precinct-level,

political - organization which is

capable of delivering: the. votes,”™

says Fred Oerther, the chief peti-

tioner for OMI. ““We're going to

is pusmg pcuuon to icgal:zc '
mrdef or rlpc or nny wrums_

crime.”

The OMI pﬂ)po-ul is .00t purpor-’
ting to be the answer to drug abuse,

Oerther - says. Marijuana use has
become an ingriined social custom

in America,. and Oerther esu_matcs ¥
- that one-third of the' adults

Orcgl:m use marijuana rcgulnrly
But several groups from around
the state are lining up in opposition

" to OML. John Williams, superinten-

dent of the Oregon’ Departmient of

State Police, has voiced his opposi-.
tion to OMI, although he says adults -

who grow marijuana in private for
personal use are not snught by

police.
“We don't go amund searching

peoples’ backyards to see if they ‘re -

growing one or two plants. We just
don’t have the resources,’* he says.

Although Oerther says 20 percent
of the U.S. criminal enforcement
budget is spent tracking down mari-
juana offenders, Williams denies
that legalizing marijuana would save

““The position of the state police
is that we want to point out some of
the harmful effects of marijuana and
to dispel the notion that Icgalint'um
will saye us money,”” Williams

**The percentage of the budget

.wc spend in controlling commercial
. growing and selling of marijiana is
. probably less. than 5. percent of our

riarcotics budget. That would be less

than. | percent” of our overall

hudgcl :

*And Icgalwumn wmld “make
marijuana much casier 1o attain, he
ool : i

" Al children will: va' tw-do.is-

get a couple of phnt"i and then thc)
will be able to grow all-they wam
he says. ;

-But Ocnhcr calls tim unn:almu.

' 'lhmkmg

“If you ask. chtldrcn now, ‘Can

you 31:1 druga in’ school?’ they will -

say ‘yes.' And they can get all that

. ‘they want, and how much more is
there?"’ Oerther asks..

‘ (OMII wlll fnru: lhc

_-u.honls 16 deal hrmculy ‘with’ mari-

juana and drugs. Maruuana use is
not a sin or a mnral defect,”’ he
adds.

But Rodney Page, the executive
director of the Ecumenical
Ministries, disagrees with Oerther's
statements about drug education

**1 think ‘that there is ' more éduca-
tion available today than ever before
regarding the use of drugs and the
evils,”" he says

" The Ecumenical Minmstries of

Oregon, an organization of 15
ministries from- vanious denomina
tions, 1s preparing o issue a state
ment detailing its specific objections
o OMI

“We 'seck .a society that is-free
from substance abuse,'l Page says
‘I don't think. that there is any

‘responsible use of drugs. ™

Another possible effect of Ballot
Measure 5 would push dealers out
of business by allowing marijuana
users to grow their own supply,
Oerther says. "*We want to divorce
ourselves from criminal trafficking
in drugs. We will do so by growing
our own. "’

Hmhh l-—lﬂhﬂin

Omgun Mar:;uanu J’muamn supptmnrs were on campus earlier
this fall circulating petitions to ensure the measure wouid have
emlugh s:gnafures to mako it o the November ballot.

However; \hllhams hu,ln:\u

-marijpana growers will move into

the state if OMI passes, He- said the
market ~for - Oregon-grown mari-
juana spans the ¢ountry

And while the ‘National Organiza
tion i’ur the: Reform _of Maripiana
Laws -suggests that the prohibition
of .marijuana_is. unénforceable and

therefore promotes disrespect for.

the-law, Page tisagreés

**Alcohot represents @ good Case
study in the-legalization of a -drug
Had “people  been ‘more informed
about - 'what effect alcohol would
have on-our’ society, they may not
have - repealed prohibitien,”” ~ heé
says

The OMI failed to qualify for. the
Novémber, 1984 ballot because then
Secretary of State, Norma Paulus
decided .the petition - contained 100
many- invalid Signatures. This-caus
ed an outery from supporters of the
initiative who claimed that Paulus’
office. had. committed . several
technical errors in verifying the
signatures. Initigtive supporters fil-
ed suit in Oregon Supreme Court

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

HE CANT PAY ME, BUT HELL

seeking .an order 1o put the measure
on the ballot

The Supreme Count ordered a re
count, of - the pétition  signatures,
which showed “that an insufficient
number of the signatures were valid
But Paulus acknowledged. that her
office as well'as the state and county
clerks” offices had made & series of
crrors in validating signatures Gur
ing_the first sampling

heé recount determined that 121
signatures. had. been_erroncously in
validated in-the first statistical sam
l}|L‘, \&hl\h included S |(‘-'
sighatdres Trom the pettion: Paulus
said 'the ‘recount had produced a 24
percent ‘invalid ‘rate, . which is three
times as high as usual

Petitioners  requested i . court
order forcing Paulos 1o ¢ither check

the “validity: of all signaturés on . the

petition, .rather than & random sam
ple, .or put the- measure on the
November 1984 ballot, On Sept. 12,
the Supreme Court rejectéd their
request.
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