
Veterans say media are 

pro-military in coverage 
By Scott McFetridge 

Ot Um KnwmM 
When Ron Phillips and John l^wrnnca 

think of war. they remember the blood and 
pain they witnessed while serving in Vietnam. 
But they are afraid others don’t share this im- 
age because many people are beginning to 
think of war as a glorious and necessary 
oceans ion. 

Phillips, who served in the Marine Corps 
in Vietnam, is especially critical of the media, 
which he believes are'guilty of spreading pro- 
paganda provided by the IJ.S. military 
establishment. The media broadcast and print 
an increasing amount of stories with a pro- 
military viewpoint, while largely ignoring 
those speaking out against a military build-up. 
says Phillips, who is now involved iif a draft 
and°pre-enlistmoul counseling project. ._ 

•* 

Lawrence, who was a medic In Vietnam in 
T9$«l and now is a Eugene word processor, 
'says the, government is putt ing the, press into a 

no-i&in situation *- a-situation where the presg 
° must choose between government nfficinis’and 
“■individuals who stand up and refute the 
^ 

government's figures •’ »' .* 

"The press, w.hnts. to believe its govern-. 
*•’ inapt." Lawrence says. ’’But *t hb press has to 

•g'o against the government if it wants true in- 
.. format ion. tcign out." 

". Wljile-Uivyrence was stationed at-a.'direct 
c:asu'alty4rec«riylng unit, wkere he” would iden- 
tify .’an’d classify dead bodies, he. sayS, he,. 
observed the ihilifary’s. ’methods pf 

.*• .taanijpulating figures' to affpehr'ntpre positive ; 
than tiieV actually were .” After arc assault i he 
bodies coming into.La W ps npj'jtunlt wifhlnjhe '«. 
first 10.minutes* .woulilbeclassified as '• killed." 

t iri action.;’. After Ttf minutes "hail elapsed, a- 

^ whistle wopjd .be blown arid all hdlovying 
bodies. would Ini,classified as having "died of 

•°w6unds '.’\ V. 
■ •’.This is “an -important distinction because” 
-.the* mitdia -repprtodv- the -nunibrir jof soldiers 
"kUJed in .attion" as/the actual number of' 
A if ier icarisk ii led; t hatday'.'Ta wrerifceaays. 

The .problem -was not that the riled la' 
withheld “information from- the -American 

■ f public,, but that.nine out.of tferi reporters cbm-' 
-. pletely relied upoh ■information' fibm tne° 
•'. ipllitary",”i^wrei|ce says.-, (Only a smdlI fraction 

of the reporlers.actually attempted t'o verify the 
-' government's'figures’, he says. ■' •• 

The government is not at fault for attemp- 
ting to get good publicity and create public 
support, but the media should take this into 
account when covering events featuring 
military officials, he says. 

"You can't blame people for wanting to 
create good public support,” I,awrence says. 
"We can't exert power and force without the 
will and conscience of the public behind it.” 

l-awrence and Phillips both were upset by 
the heavy media coverage of a speoch by Air 
Force Colonel Calvin Johnson earlier this 
month, in which Johnson called for a military < 

buildup to ensure a balance of powqr with the 
Soviet Union,. And during the last several 
years; the two men believe the local and na- 
tional media have been printing and broad- 

boasting an increasing number of stories that 
portray.the military in ah unrealistic manner. •„ 

In some ways, the film industry,- which 
has produced such movies as ’’First Blood” 
and "Rambd,” has been eyen.more detrimen- 
tal than the press, lawrence says. 

"Mbit of the Rambo.8 I dealt with were‘in' 
:bbdy bags," Lawrence says. "We want people 
to'.'know the reality of the war and. focus bn 
tjiat..*' '•*"**• 

Steve Johnson, a military analyst, says the 
Air Force colonel is part of a.team that regular; 
ly; tofirs the country'-and presents the Aif. 
Force's position op TJ.S. defense .matters. 

Johnson'spys the U.S. military establishment 
manipulates figures in order to' create a 

perceived threat-' from the” SovieJ Union and 
maintain large military'expenditures. 

"You have-to hifve.some threat’and.that's 
the Soviets," Johnson says? "The Air Force 
has a vested interest in' keeping that threat 

■ .alive." ■ ; •... .*• 
> 
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> ■ 
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The Air Force likes to use numbers when 
giving presentations, but there is a statistic 
disputing eVe'ry. statistic' Col. Johnson' gave 

■ during his speech. Johnson says. 
"Either side always tan find measures and 

statistics to back up its point of view,?' 
Johnson says.. •' 

The massiye military budget and the 
positive feelings toward the military, increase, 
the likelihood that the .United States will 
become involved: in° another war — a war 

,unlike. any. 6th«r war the country has been a 

5 part of. Phillips says .•?'• / ... ”"v 
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Valuable Coupon 

INTIMATE AFFAIRE 
1 FREE LOVE LOTION 

Specializing in exotic, feminine lingerie 

963 Willamette 
(at rots from Newberry '$ Next to Kaufman ’l) 

imillinitUHNIHIIIIHKIHUIIIUIIIIimHNmiMHnHKNMIl mu nmO 

Place Two 
Hair & Nail Specialists 
(Formerly Hair Faire) 

a place to linger 
• light Huirich.es 

•• afternoon tea ! r. 
• Sunday bfunctr *•: 

• finfest•selection of teas 
and coffee 

on the southeast 
corner of campus .. 

r';. 10:00 a°m 6.0Q prh .» 

• 1646 E. 191h Avenue. Eugene V 
344-3422 

342-2165 1410 Orchard St.. 
Behind McDonalds and Food Value 

$5 HAIRCUTS 
includes shampoo 

•-.(longer hair, slightly extra! 

Expires. December-31,1995 

4*: 

MCAT 
SSAT-PSAT 

SAT ACT GM AT 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

GRE LSAT MAT 
GRE BIO TOEFL 
GREPSYCHPCAT 
DAT MCAT VAT 
0CATNMB1-2-3 
NP8 MSKP ND6 
FMGEMS CGFNS 
CPA NCLEX RN 

SPEEDREADING NCB-1 
ESI REVIEW FLEX1-2-3 
INTRO TO LAW SCHOOL 

N0.1 IN TEST 
PREPARATION 

CLASSES FORMING NOW AT 

KAPLAN 
EDUCATIONAL CENTER 

Test Preparation Specialists 
Since 1938 

Enroll by 
12/31/85 for 

tuition discount 
For Information Please Call: 

485-5699 

SKI THE MSS 
Student Season Pass Sale 

on a season pass 
U of O Student price: *150°° 
Present your student I.D. and a picture I D. at our office, 
1899 Willamette, No. 1, Mon Fri 8am to 5pm 

■ For more information call 484-5030 
Offer good until Dec. 20, 1985 
Bus transportation available 


