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Veterans say media are s b sl T

pro-military

By Scott McFetridge
Of the Emerald

When Ron Phillips and John Lawrence
think of war, they remember the blood and
pain they witnessed while serving in Vietnam.
But they are afraid others don't share this im-
age because many people are beginning to
think of war as a glorious and necessary
occassion.

Phillips, who served in the Marine Corps
in Vietnam, is especially critical of the media,
which he believes are'guilty of spreading pro-
paganda provided by the U.S. military
establishment. The media broadcast and print
an increasing amount of stories with a pro-
military viewpoint, while largely ignoring’
those speaking out against a military build-up,
says Phillips, who is now involved i1 a draft
and. pre-ealistiment counseling pru)iml S
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The government is not at fault for attemp-
ting to get good publicity and create public
support, but the media should take this into
account when covering events featuring
mllllnry officials, he says.

"You can’t blame people for wanting to

create good public support,”’ Lawrence says.

"“We can’t exert power and force without lhe
will and conscience of the public behind it.’
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**Either side always can find measures and

-.Immlu-; 1o -back up its point of view,” on the southeast

corner of campus
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
1646 E. 19th Avénue, Eugene

. "The mmmw» military * budget, and. the
positive feelings toward the military increase
‘the likelihood "that " the .United’ States  will
hm_mne involved in- another. war a war
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