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Walker sentenced to life in prison

NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — Ar-
thur Walker, a retired Navy of-
ficer convicted  of supplying
secrets to a Soviel spy ring run
by his brother, was sentenced to
life in prison Tuesday by a
judge who refused to ‘‘treat this
as a slap-on-the-wrist case."

Walker, a 51-year-old retired
Navy lieutenant commander,
told U.S. District Judge Calvitt
Clarke Jr. that he wished to
“‘apologize to all the citizens of
this country for what 1 did,"”’

“I dishonored myself. |
devastated my family. Nobody
could be any sorrier,” he said.

Clarke then sentenced
Walker, of Virginia Beach, to
the maximum of three life terms
and four 10-year terms on seven
counts of espionage, with the
sentences to run concurrently.
Walker, who was also fined
$250,000, will be eligible for
parole in 10 years.

Walker's wife Rita, the only

witness at the sentencing hear-
ing, testified that he became
suicidal while he was spying
and had an affair with his
brother's wife in the late 1960s
and early 1970s

His brother, John Walker Jr.,
48, a retired Navy chief warrant
officer, and John Walker's son,
Navy seaman Michael Walker,
22, pleaded guilty to espionage
Oct. 28. In exchange for his
cooperation with authorities,
John Walker is to receive a life
sentence and his son is to serve
25 years.

Arthur Walker's attorneys
argued that his role in the spy
ring was less significant than
his brother’s or nephew's, but
Clarke disagreed.

“*Arthur Walker was an older
brother and an officer and had
been entrusted by his govern-
ment with far greater respon-
sibility than either John Walker
or Michael Walker,"" the judge
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Calilormia

said. *'l can't treat this as a slap-
on-the-wrist case. The evidence
is all to the contrary."

=|
Defense attorneys, who had i)
tried unsuccessfully to get a
plea bargain for Arthur Walker,
said they were stunned by the
sentence and would appeal to
the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
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