Local groups help\ citizens

By Deborah Janes
Of the Emerald

In a city with more than
100,000 residents, it is often dif-
ficult for city leaders to keep in
toush with the public and its
myriad interests. But through
Eugene's 20 neighborhood
organizations, individuals can
more easily express their con-
cerns to local officials.

The group’s largest potential

for influence is through direct

citizen action in decision-
making, says Christine
Donohue, the city's
neighborhood liaison. If a plan-
ning commission proposes
changes, the neighborhood
organization involved has an
opportunity to discuss these
plans with Donohue or a city
councilor, she says.

“Many are willing to make
their point heard,”” Donohue
says. “"The group is as strong as
the people in it."

The issue of the historic trees
on Sixth and Seventh avenues,
for example, prompted many
neighborhood groups to take an
active stand, Donohue says. -

“We've had ideas on policy
and ended up changing it after

we met with the neighborhood
groups,”’ says City Councilor
Jeff Miller.

One of Eugene's strongest
groups is the West University
. located just west
of campus. Wilma Downie,
chair of the West University
neighborhood group, says that
work by the group has had an
extremely positive effect.

“Our neighborhood used to
be considered one of the
poorest,"" she says.

But through collective efforts,
beginning with the creation of a

" refinement plan in 1974, the

neighborhood has become a
pleasant area to live in, she
52YS. :

With the help of the Eugene
Police Department, area
residents upgraded the security
of their homes by inspecting
locks, windows, outdoor
lighting and trimming bushes
near windows, Downie says.
Although demand for this ser-
vice remains high, police have
since terminated the program
because of a shortage of officers.
* Downie says her group has
also asked police to keep an eye
on transients along 13th
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Avenue and requested that the
city provide more garbage cans
along the avenue.

The Woonerf Project is pro-
bably the West University
neighborhood'’s most successful
undertaking. The large cement
planters, located in the middle
of four intersections, were the
brainchild of the West Universi-
ty group that was concerned
about heavy traffic.

“We wanted to slow down

traffic,”” Downie says. ‘‘This
area is heavily used by
bicycles.""

But with 2,900 houses in the
West University neighborhood,

tend the meetings, she says.
“It's hard to get people to
volunteer."’

This low participation level is
dangerous, says City Councilor
Dick Hansen, whose ward en-
compasses the West University
neighborhood.

Each group has the option of
producing a newsletter 10 times
a year that provides updates on
neighborhood activities. The
newsletters, which range from a
one-sheet bulletin. to a full-
fledged newspaper, provide a
large variety of information on
such diverse activities as recycl-
ing, crime prevention and the

Also included in the newslet-
ters are ' city press releases
listing city council meetings
and presentation times, Down-
ing says.

The city of Eugene provides

The
West University neighborhood

““We may need to consolidate
the communications within the
neighborhoods in the future,”
Hanson says of a continuous ci-
ty funding cutback threat.

But although the newsletter
may not _be cost-effective, it is
an integral part of represen-
tative democracy, Miller says.

“We must have those chan-
nels open,’” he says.

EMU Cultural Forum presents

JANE SIBERRY

We have scanners

RS

Sprite
6-pack cans

6 b

oA
I

sﬁ?o

Chicken of the Sea

69°

Tuga

Pork Steaks
USDA Choice

$1 2..,9

Parade
Cheese food

singles
| poend package

$179

CANADA’S MOST CRITICALLY
ACCLAIMED NEW ARTIST COMES TO THE

EMU BALLROOM e 8:00 PM

Yellow Onions

5 Ib. ,S-'

Clip-top Carrots

3ibs 199¢

Pork Sausage

fresh ground

¥ b

WEDNESDAY, NOV 13
With Eugene’s

Single Mary

Tickets:

Medium
Cheddar

our own cut

39 o

It’s a proven fact that you save money when |
you shop Mark & Pack

U.S.D.A. Food Stamps Welcome
Prices good through 11/5/85

Page 4A

Springfield Store
303 S. 5th

9-8 Daily

Sunday 10am - 7pm

STUDENTS *5°° advance 1560 day of show

GENERAL 559 advance 1°6°° day of show
OPEN AIR | WINDHAM HILL RECORDING ARTIST

Wednesday, October 30, 1985



