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Demolition awaits the famed Animal House

By Paul Sturtz
Of the Emerald

John Belushi might roll over
in his grave if he heard of the
latest casualty in the West
University land scramble — the
A.W, Patterson house on 11th
Avenue, more popularly known
as "‘Animal House."'

The house, built in 1910 and
used for the exterior shots in the
film, will be demolished. in
December, says local developer
Ron Braatz.

Braatz, along wilh furniture
tycoon Harry Rubenstein,
received city approval for the
project Sept..4 and say they
plan to build a new medical
‘building that will provide space

for the Women's and Children's

- Clinic, now located directly

across the street. from the well- -

" _known house. -
Construction should begin in
January oin the 9,820-square-

foot, two and one-half. -story_

structure, Braalz says.

. The clinic - has boen. given.
word that Sacred Heart General .
Hospital has plans for its pre- -

sent building, - says ‘Sandi
Johinson, the clinic’s business

* manager. The clinic probably =

will need fo find 4 new building

when its lease expires next -

May, Johnson says. :

The present . owner. ol‘ the
house, Gordon Erickson,: says
* he has not officially sold the
property yet but plans to once
the developers -come forward

with ‘‘earnest money."’
1 haven't gotten any written

confirmation yet. I'm sitting
here waiting,"" he says.

The 12 tenants of the
building, a rooming house for
the last several years, expressed
surprise when told of the immi-
neént demolition of their home.
Although the house is listed on
the state inventory of historic
buildings, it is not designated
yet as a historic landmark.

““This should be a national

landmark,”" tenant Rex Thomp-
son says. "If people keep on
tearing down old . buildings,

~there will be no history left:

You'll unly be able to see it in
books. "'

The city. in _mviuwing.

Braatz's application, in-

* vestigated ‘the possibility - of
. rehabilitaling the house but

finally concluded that its poor
upkeep and construction. oﬁsel
any possible historic merit.’

In addition to its role in the

f-popular fraternity-house film, -
members of Dr. A.W. Patter- -
< son’s family lived in the -house

uatil 1956. Patterson, one of. ~

Eugené's most prominent -
‘pioneers, plotted and surveyed -

~* the town in‘the mid- 1mm
: Fugsne Skinner. g

Mthough the hfslorical meri!
-of the building is debatable,
comments. from residents and'
employees in the neighborhood L

-confmned ifs appsal asa louml

attraction. :
."“Tons. of peopla uma in dub

"“ing the summer and-asked,‘ls . -
. that thre fratersity. where Animl‘
."Housé" was -filmed?® ' says.
.'Laura Phi.ﬂlpS a -clerk at
Paralarndm Books - & Records,"
im:atod across !he stree! fmm‘- ]

'the houise.
“If "the  demolition goes

through as planned, theré will
be.one acknowledgement. that’

the famous’ house once Stood

_there — Braatz plans to place a -
¢ (ommamoralive plaque on-a"
bench along ‘the sidewalk witha -’

Mbyl-lllﬂh

; Tha A, W Partarson house which bacame a po ular tourist aﬂmchon aﬁ‘er the the movie Ammai :
Y House was mlaased may be tom down lo make room for a new medu:al bm.'dmg

-_ and the s:le ‘

Bu!lhindoesnotseemtoap-

‘pease Thompson, whn says he's
- going ~ to start ‘a- petmon' 5

carripalgn

e Amma! House is. -
'destmyed they're going to take

By (Fary limez i
o lh Ellll‘l‘a »

l‘he Rwerfmnl Resaamh Rark recejved.'-
l'a ‘push along the l'uad 16 implementation .
.Friday when: ihe' State Board of Higher -
. ‘Education’ * egthus;snhcally appm\red" :
. a set of conditions for handmg over 71
- acres of University | ptoperly lo lhe pto-‘.
© - jectls master. deyelopel' : e

The' ‘Stale Bogrd which appmved the

. establishment. of the- reséarch park’'s -
- Master Deyelopmanl Plan, met for the -
first ‘time lh|s acadamlc year al the"'

llniversny

brief hlstury of Dr ‘Patterson.

-

Also approved at lhe meel:ns were

conditions for sele(.rmg a developerand
“a plan to create 4 research adwsory board -

for the prn]ecl A list of “‘permitted ac-

tivities'" and design standards also were

established for the research park.
The meeting was highlighted by the

acclamalio’ns of Chancellor -William -

“Bud’ Davis, who lauded the invest-
ment of state lottery funds into Oregon’s
eight state colleges and universities.

"Good things are happening in the
State System,"’ he said. Davis went on to
cite the positive uses of lottery monies.

Davis also was elated over the marked
improvement of Oregon high school stu-
dent's Scholastic Aptitude Test scores.
Oregon students improved their verbal
scores by an average of nine points and
math scores by 12 points over the
previous year.

The chancellor attributed the improve-
ment to the new high school course re-
quirements for entrance into State
System of Higher Education institutions.

pari of Eugene wllh it,’ he :says:

"'Board OKs land transfer

; Oregon hlgh schoo! sludents now must -

take four years uf English, three years of

; maihamatlrs and social science, and lwub

yeam of s;,len(.e in urder to enmll at a
state unlverslty

hnally Davis al.zplauded lhe State .
- System s efforts in. markellng state. col-

leges :: and umversnlles and in reta:rung

. “last year's students. Enrollment is up in
" the state schools by 2.2 percent and at .

the’ Unwarslty by 3:6 percent.

In other action, the State Board ap-.
proved a Peace Studies ceruflcatmn pro-

‘gram at Oregnn State University, and a
j_-pnormes list for State Svslem bulldlng

conslnlctmn

' Because of the board’s action concern-

“'ing the Oregon State Peace Studies Pro-

gram, OSU will become one of 20 col-

leges nationwide now offering courses in

Irenclogy — the study of peace and

human rights.

Courses will be taught in such subjects
as the effects of bacterial, chemical and
nuclear . warfare.. The attitudes of a
diverse group of people toward war, in-
cluding Ghandi, Christ, Hitler and Pat-
ton, also will be examined.

The Peace Studies Program will be of-
fered as an emphasis, not as a major. One
of the program's initiators was Linus
Pauling, a two-time winner of the Nobel
Peace Prize and a former student and
professor at OSU.

A committee report to the board listed
priorities for capital construction by the
State System. High priority items were
instructional and research facilities.
Museums, theaters and arts facilities
were given the lowest priority.




