Take me out to the Ems game

Wide variety of Eugeneans
watch all-American sport

o, | didn't want to go to the Emeralds game, I told a few

friends Thursday evening. I actually would have rather

stayed home to watch *‘Love Boat'' reruns than sit in the rain
and dodge foul balls.

But baseball is America’s national pastime, they told me. It
represents all these principles America was founded on —
motherhood, apple pie, hotdogs and capitalism, of course. And
besides, they said, it's Beer Night.

Suddenly my aversion to baseball, even of the single A variety
seemed to be forgotten. I grabbed my ID, a rain jacket and enough
cash to get in the door and buy as many beers as it would laks to
make the game enjoyable.

Rounding the bend with my eyes peeled tor a large, red
Budweiser sign, 1 began to wonder where all those thousands of
fans that the Ems averaged each game were hiding. They certainly
weren't in line for soda.

As | strolled along pondering that thought, I nearly ran smack
into' a burly man wearing a tattered Coors T-shirt balancing four
beers in a cardboard Dairy Queensstyle carrying tray. Ten feet
behind him was a woman carrying three cups of beer in each hand.
She didn't have much Iuck wrapping both hands around all six of
the flexible cups, so she put her fingers inside and pinched the
cups together, On the way back to her seat she spilled half the beer
out of each cup, but at least she managed to get back without drop-
ping any-of them. Others weren't so lucky.

As we walked down an aisle between the bleachers looking for
a place to sit, my friends and I witnessed an amazing feat that
neither the Ems nor the visiting Salem Angels would surpass. A

running around chasing each other, This little game of theirs was
made more challenging than usual. however. While they pursued
one another up and down the grandstands, they had their hands
full with hot dogs, soda pops and trays full of nachos.

I was having just too much fun at this game. The people, the at-
mosphere, the cheap beer (50 cents as opposed to $1.25 usually), it
was worth the $2.50 admission. And |'m sure the man sitting to my
right would agree. Maybe he was just a devoted fan. But more like-
ly he was soused. The grubby. pony-tailed character arbitrarily
cheered and heckled both teams. So much for Eins loyalty

1 was happy to discover that one aspect of the all-American
sport has remained constant. Despite outrageous player salaries
and labor disputes, baseball still is fun for the entire family

Several enthusiastic parents with aems full of babies and
diaper bags were followed by children with arms full of popcorn
and candy bars. After several innings of subsequent trips to the
snackbar and then to theé bathroom, many of these couples, who
started out with a determination to instill values such as & love of
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