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Organization paints bleak
picture of Nicaraguan life

By Lisa Loving
Of the Emerald

About 125 perspiring people
filled a hall in the Westley
Center on Friday to listen as
members of the Oregon Witness
for Peace organization
presented the results of a two-
week fact-finding mission in
Nicaragua.

Twenly witnesses, ranging in
age from 15 to 70, formed the
delegation, which toured the
mountainous Jinotega pro-
vinces of Nicaragua and
Managua, the nation's capital.
Jinotega, a large coffee-
producing region, is the scene
of many violent confrontations
between Contras, or counter-
revolutionaries, and farmers.

Witness for Peace is a
Christian-based group that
monitors U.S. influence and ac-
tivity in Nicaragua. The group
seeks to document Contra
atrocities - against Nicaraguan
civilians and the success of
government programs, such as

literacy campaigns, health care’
improvements and agricultural
“reform,

The goal of the group is to
mobilize public opinion and
help change U.S. foreign policy
to one that fosters justice, peace
and friendship, according to the
delegation.

The delegation presented
slides of their trip, with narra-
tion by 10 of the members who
provided the factual
background of the report. Inter-
views with Nicaraguan citizens
were juxtaposed with questions
addressed to U.S. embassy of-
ficial, Michael Donovan.

Cora, a young woman who
lived with her family in an
agricultural cooperative,
described how the Contras at-
tacked her home and killed her

mother, infant son and father, a -

leader in the collective.
Donovan, in response to
Witness interviewers, defended

Contra destruction of the farm,

asserting that such cooperatives
are 'legitimate targets'" because
they are ecohomically tied to
the Nicaraguan government,
The Nicaraguan literacy cam-
paign also has been hard-hit by
Contra attac Iu. According to the

delegates’ report, the nation-
wide effort has reduced il
literacy in Nicaragua from 50
percent in 19791012 percent this
yoar. The number of schools has
doubled during that time, and
the teaching force has grown
from 12,500 teachers in 1979 1o
a present pool of 41,000,

The life force of the country's
educational program now is a
group of Managua students in-
terrupting their own studies to
travel the isolated rural areas as
teachers for adults and
children. According fo the
witnesses, this ''"uiteracy
Brigade'' originally numbered .-
1,600, but many have been kid-
napped or killed. Heike
Eubanks, ‘- of Salem, said 60

schools have been destroyed by

Ceitras in Jinotega alone.-

A good deal of the presenta
tion focused on *a Jinotegs
agricultural cooperative,’
Members showed -slides of -
‘washing areas, a drinking water

system, farming equipment and . ~ -

new houses with metal roofs
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do you fix first?"’

A committee will be formed
to decide -how to spend the
University share of the money,
but in the end some crucial
work will have to bé put on
hold, Seibert says.

Some of the work that has
been identified as ‘‘crucial’’ by
Seibert, as well as others, in-

cludes modifications of Allen

Hall, the Computing Center,
Villard Hall, ‘and the Main
Library, all of which are largely

. inaccessible. -0
Most of these buildings house

special programs, such as the
KWAX radio program in Villard

Hall, which cannot be moved to

other locations for the han-
dicapped student’s use.

incorporated;

Since meny. of the l'nl\l!r-
., sity's buildings *
" structed before access was an

important consideration, ‘many

architectural barriers.” like front -
“steps that- raise or lower a
were

building's entrance,

This, plus -the. faci that: the
University has mori than. 53
separati- buildings: that had to

-be made accessible, has furthur
complicated the pmblt m, Rows,

says. - ‘
The work on some hu;]dlllus
just moves faster and is, less. ex-

. pensive than others, he.atds:

. The total castof making Allen’
Hall. accessible,
wotlld be fiore. than $120,000, '
and it would take more, than .-

for example;

Shade Tree Sunglasses \ \
1348 Alder, above the Campus Glenwood

Store hours
9:30 am~6 pm
Monday - Saturday

W(‘Tﬂ con-.

..says.’ But® ‘she~

-$210,000 for lhv {mu;:uilnu
.Centér to be barrier-froe, R{wu

Nﬂ\"h

. But he is qultk to point out’ -

that Aall new  buildings : and.’

rt‘tunslrmnun on unv ('\ldlnu %

facilties @must include ac-+
cessiblity plans, which -means
that the problem is not !nm;.,
wunpuurﬂh-:l .

|I){I'||

- Rowe* and ‘uiln r!

E hmu wver, that progress-has: ln en -
© 100, slow in"this area. 3

g m glad that we “lll |'n o .
ting some pmm iy, ' Seibert.
Says- llmi Ihnz"
University still. is n|wmltng on
an lll('gnl el - N

LN
“This is still’ an unrv-.nl\.n'l
'iihl.llli(lll * shé -.ny-. :
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