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Study finds fewer Pell Grants
go to Western college students

By Scott McFetridge
Of the Emerald

Although the 14 Waestern
states enroll about 25 percent of
the nation's higher education
students, the federal govern-
ment gave only about 15 per-
cent of the Pell Grant awards to
Waestern students in the 1983-84
school year, according to a'
study published in a recent
issue of The Chronicle of Higher
Education.

The study, compiled by the
Western Interstate Commission
for Higher Education, reported
that about $409 million in Pell
Grants were awarded to
Western students in the 1983-84
academic year. If Western
students had been awarded as
many Pell Grants as the nation-
wide percentage, they would
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have received $280 million
more, the study stated.

The reason for the disparity
appears to be the lower cost of
higher education in the Western
states and the higher per capita
earnings of Western families,
according to the study, The
Oregon State System of Higher
Edugation had the second
highest tuition rates of public
colleges in the West during
1983-84,

The study also showed that
an increasing number of Pell
Grants are being awarded to
students enrolled in vocational
training schools. Students in
these schools, which train
students in areas such as
business, cosmetology and
computer programming, were
more than twice as likely to
receive Pell Grants as students
enrolled in colleges or univer-
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has not been enrollment
numbers but with the ratio of
undergraduate to graduate
students.

“Summer school is not just
for graduate students

sities, the study showed.

Students enrolled in these
short-term programs received
13 percent of Pell Grant funds
during the 1983-84 academic
year — nearly doubla the
amount awarded several years
earlier.

Although an increasing
number of Pell Grants are being
awarded to vecational students,
fewer of the grants are going to
students enrolled in two-year
and four-year Institutions.
Students from these colleges
and universities received 67
percent of the Pell Grants in the
1974-75 academic year but
received only 56 percent in the
1983-84 school year, the ltudy
stated.

These statistics indicate that
the neediest students are in-
creasingiy turning to short-
duration vocational programs,
the study mpo:ted i -
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“The llnivnrsi!y has bien. on’

kind of a saving spree for‘the
last- 10 years and jusilors and
seniors may be wﬂjng tuurms

‘The UnIvemity has been on kmd of a sav-
ing spree for the last 10 years and juniors
and seniors may be seeing courses in the -

summer that they think they may have pro-

blems gelﬁng during the. mgular acadrmc. :

year.”

—Dick Schmmke

.anymore,"' Schminke says. He
added that over the last few
years the number of
undergraduate students enroll-
ed at the University has been on
level with the graduates and

in lhn summer- !hal they think <o

they may have problems getting

during the regular - acadeiic
which ,

year,”. Schminke says,
may be adding to their inc reas-
ed numbnrs : :
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