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egislative Update 
Here an highlights of the Oregon Legislature last week. 

Coors 
The House State and Federal Affairs Committee on Friday in- 

serted language that would allow retail sales of Coors beer in 

Oregon into an alcohol bill that previously passed the Senate. The 
measure was sent to the full House; if it passes the House in a vote 

expected next week, it will go directly back to the Senate for a vote. 

Under current Oregon law, Coors can only be sold for drinking 
in taverns or for purchase in large allotments from warehouses. The 
beer is kept out of Oregon stores by a law that bans retail sales of 

non-pasteurized beer. Coors is brewed through a filtration process. 
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Critics of both the brewery and it# family owner# have charged 
that they ar«j racist, discriminatory toward women, anti-union and 
big backers of right-wing causes. 

The Colorado brewery has been non-union since a 1977 strike, 
and pressure from unions and liberal legislators has buried 
legislative attempts to open the Oregon market to Goors. 

But that opposition has bean muted by Goars' agreements to 

improve economic ties with Hispanic# and blacks and by the lobby- 
ing of other union breweries wanting to sell non-pasteurized beer 
in Oregon. 

Taxes 
A $247 million package of income tax and cigarette tax in- 

creases passed in the House and now faces a vote in the Senate. 
Supporters say the tax plan, which mainly continues "temporary 
taxes” that otherwise expire, is a major step toward bringing the 
1985 legislative session to a close soon. 

House Bill 2011 will tie the state tax code to the federal Tax 
Reform Act of 1984 and cost taxpayers about $72 million. HB 2183 
will increase the tax on a pack of cigarettes from 9 cents to 27 cents, 
which will raise $92 4 million to tat divided 'between the state. 
Cities and counties .. f 

HB 2182 makes permanent an $85 tax credit taxpayers have 
received since 1983 in lieu of a $1,000 personal exemption. Thai 
measure will raise $83 million during the biennium 

All-terrain Vehicles 
All-terrain vehicles would come under state regulation for the 

first time under a bill that won the Senate's approval on Friday. 
Under the all-terrain vehicle bill (HB 2343). owners would be re- 

quired to pay a $10 registration fee every two year# and a $7 title 
fee. 

Anybody who operates an all-terrain vehicle and who doesn’t 
already have a valid driver's license would be required to pass an 

operator safety course and receive a permit. 
In addition, operators would be liable for damage to wilderness 

areas and to private property. The measure now returns to the 
House for concurrence. 

Miscellaneous 
The House passed a proposed ballot measure (House Joint 

Resolution 30} that would require a special election to be held to fill 
a vacant U.S. Senate seat. 

The proposed ballot measure dealing with U.S. Senate vacan- 

cies is aimed at changing the current procedure of allowing the 
governor to fill a vacancy by appointing someone of the same 

political party. 
Under current law, the appointee then serves until the next 

general election. If approved by the Senate, the resolution will be 

placed on the May primary ballot next year. 
•A move to increase Oregon's “basic rule" speed limit from 55 

mph to 65 mph was officially laid to rest by a House and Senate 
negotiating committee. That came after warnings that raising the 
speed limit would jeopardize federal highway money and increase! 

highway fatalities. ° 

•A bill aimed at eliminating sex discrimination in insurance 
policies was approved by the Senate and now goes to the House. 
Supporters said that by prohibiting insurance companies from con- 

sidering a person's sex in setting insurance rates, women will pay 
less for insurance. Opponents said just the opposite will occur. 

•Women who claimed injury from the Daikon Shield in- 
trauterine device but who couldn't sue the manufacturer under ex- 

isting law would get a second chance under a bill passed by the 
House. Under the bill. Women who've had their claims for damages., 
thrown out of court under the statute of limitations would.have an 

additional year to refile their suit. 

•A bill to crack down on child pornography was unanimously 
approved by the Senate and now awaits House action. The bill in- 
creases penalties for buying or selling child pornography and 
makes it illegal to film sexual activity by children under 16. 

•The Senate approved a measure to designate Marlin Luther 
King. Jr.'s birthday as a state holiday. 

Wtswall m 
Hendricks 

747-1356 
A Profmmtonal Corporation 

Personal 
Injury 

Attorneys 
• No Charg* For 
Initial Conference 

• No Poo Uniat# 
Racovary llftcltd 

William Witwall 
Karan Handrickt 

WOO Cantannial llvd., Julia I 
Ipringliald, OR 97477 


