
Attorney uses magic touch 
as he amazes and amuses 

By Rebecca Jacobson 
Of the Emerald 

Richard I^evin is one lawyer 
with a few tricks up his sleeve. 

He is not only a bona fide man 
of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, but he’s also a professional 
magician. 

In the past five years. Levin 
has displayed tricks as far away 
as Africa, and he now performs 
at parties and restaurants 
around Eugene. He also does 
television spots for The Good 
Guys Stereo Discounters. 

He says he gave his most ex- 

citing performance when he on- 

ly knew one card trick, showing 
the trick in New Guinea, Africa, 
to “some old men sitting on the 
ground.” 

Although they didn’t show 
much enthusiasm, a little boy 
later came up to Levin in a bar 
and begged him to see the trick. 
When Levin went outside to 
show the boy, he saw about 40 
natives waiting. He performed 
the same card trick four dif- 
ferent ways, and the villagers 

* showed their appreciation by 
bringing Levin wood carvings. 
“That was my first paid perfor- 
mance”’ he says. 

Levin took up magic in 
Chicago, his hometown, to 
relieve some of the pressure of 
his law career. "I really needed 
to lighten up,” he says. 

Levin says he left Chicago to 
travel through the United States 
with his wife, Janice, after three 
months of training with “a fan- 
tastic teacher.” In Los Angeles 
he decided to try out for an 

opening at the Magic .Castle, a 

famous magic club', where, he 
was hired to' perform for a week 

Levin says ..that when he 
found out he was hired,"he was 
a bit nervous as to: how the au- 
dience would, react. “When 
they called my name I 
-thought. .’Are they really go- 
ing to stay. for the entire 
show?’ 

But with repeated practice 
sessions for his first perfor- 
mance and with his experience 
in front of juries as a criminal 
lawyer. Levin says he had what 
he needed to pull off a fantastic 
show- 

Irj 1980, LeVin and his wife 
were taking a trip to Alaska 
when they stopped in Eugene. 
After a couple of burritos at the 
Saturday Market, they decided 
to stay, he says. 

Levin says he hadn’t been in 
town long when he was perfor- 
ming tricks at a party and was 

spotted by a local man who said 
he’d like to be Levin’s agent. “It 
was really a quirk of fate,” 
Levin says. 

This led to a long stint at the 
former Harrys on the Canal 
restaurant (now called Harrys 
and under new management), 
where he did “close-up magic” 
for more than three years. He 
would walk from table to table 
and perform magic — usually 
card tricks. 

“I really enjoy walking up to 
a table of somebody that's not 

expecting you... and just have 
them sit back and be amazed,” 
he says. 

Levin recalls performing a 

trick once for a man in a bad 
mood. But Levin says the man 

told him his mood had improv- 
ed after he saw the trick. 

“Of all the things that I do, 
that is the most significant — 

changing people’s attitudes. 
“I’m the first magician that’s 

really done table-to-table magic 

work for any sus- 
tained period of 
time in Eugene,” 
he says. 

“It's a really 
good communi- 
ty. It’s an open 
community for 
different ideas,” 
he says. 

‘‘They’ve real- 
ly blown me 

away,” Levin 
says of the 
Eugene crowd. 
‘‘Every time I 
leave a place, 
within a very 
short period of 
time I have 
another place to 
perform.” 

Levin, 38, says 
he performs 
about 40 to 60 
hours of magic 
each week. He 
says he only puts 
about 15 or 20 
hours a week into 
his law practice 
now, a career 
which has been de-emphasized 
because of his magic.' 

Although Levin has practiced 
law in three states — Illionis, 
Iowa and Oregon — and also. 

° has pursued accounting and 
banking careers, he says magic 
is where it’s at! 

Card tricks are his favorite, he 
says, and the one he likes best, is 
called “Reagan economics,” in 
which he changes a $5 bill into 

■a $100 bill.and then back to $5, 
Some of his other tricks involve' 
coins,, silks, ropes and balloons.: 
He also eats fire, which he says 
is’espedially dangerous with his 

•beard. “But it’s really, spec- 
tacular,” he says. “The beard 
emphasizes, the-fire. 

As far as major calamities go. 
Levin,say.s so far so good. But, 
hp says, "It’s coming* — that’s 
what they tell me.” " 

Tricks don’t always work, 
though, and .every once in a 
while Levin makes a little gafje 
when he inaccurately guesses 
the cards that people .are 
holding. “It hasn’t happened 
often, thank goodness. But 
when it does happen, it’s dead 
silence, and a great deal of sym- 
pathy. If you can'come back 
with something, good, then 
you've really won their hearts,” 
he says. 

Levin admits he is always a 

little nervous before a show 
starts. But, he adds, "It makes a 

good performance if you’re 
slightly on edge.” 

Some illusions he does not do 
are those involving animals or 

wompn. “I don’L;! ike to abuse 
women like they do in magic,” 
he says.. “I don’t like to cut ’em 
up or tear ’em in pieces or make 
'em zigzag or anything like 
that.”. 

As for animals: “When 
animals are produced (like pull- 
ing a rabbit out of a hat), they’re 

"pulled out of. small .spaces,” 
which constitutes abuse. Levin 
says. • 

Levin’s wife choreographs 
and. directs’his-shows, planning 
the layouhof on-stage props and 
the order- in vyhich he performs 
his tricks. Sh£“alsri helps wrjte 
the scripts, he. says.- •. 

Sometimes she is the “silent 
magician, ’' out jn th'e audience, 
who solicits information from 

.audience members and 
transmits it to Levin, who uses 
it in his act.° “She just takes a 

•tremendous load off my 
shoulders,”'he says! 

Levin says his minimum fee 
is $75, and the range goes up to 
$1,500, depending, on the event 

.and how many assistants he 
needs.. ,. 

l^vin estimates<that 40 to 50 
magicians practice in the 
Eugene area,.but even with all 
the competition he’s never had 
to struggle, he says. “A lot of ar- 

tists are starving, and I under- 
stand that.” 

His advice to hopeful magi- 
cians is to “just go up to 
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Eugene lawyer and magician Richard Levin 
eats fire in addition to performing card 
tricks, and he says he has yet to inflame his 
beard. 

BREITENBUSH HOT SPRINGS COMMUNITY 
Invites you to SPRING BREAK, 

March 24-31 
Spring is coming to Breitenbush River Explore the 
forest, the hot mineral pools, the nearby trails Soak in 
the hot mineral baths and steam sauna Sleep in our 
heated rustic cabins Eat hearty vegetarian meals three 
times a day in the Old Mountain Lodge (or take a sack 
lunch excursions) And on weekends, enjoy live music 

by the fireplace in the lodge 

$20 weekdays $25 weekends $130 week 

For information, directions, reservations, contact 

Breitenbush Hot Springs 
Bo* 578. Detroit. OR 97342 
854 3501 854 3715 (Message) 
We are 60 miles east 6( Salem, oil Highway 22 

Oui, we have 
'rench Dip 

Sandwiches 

at the 
Skylight Refectory 

$2^5 
Introducing 

French Dip Sandwiches 
Au Jus on Fresh French Bread 

Still a great place for Italian entrees, crisp salad bar 
fixins, scrumptious gyros, french roast coffees and 

other gourmet delights 
CHECK CLASSIFIEDS FOR TODAY’S SPECIAL 

LOCA TED A CLOUD OR TWO ABOVE THE EMU MAIN DESK 

Open: 10:30am to 2pm 

THE 
WATER PIK 

COLLEGIAN 

PCLASSIC 
V c Cycle Relay 

When: April 20, 
12 noon 

Where: CSU Oval 

The race is for four-, 
person relay teams. 
Entry fee $40. 
April 6: Qualifying laps, 
9 am to 1 pm on the 
oval. For more informa- 
tion contact Stephen 
'Herrera or Jan Jervis at 
303-491-7941. 


