Attorney uses magic touch
as he amazes and amuses

By Rebecca Jacobson
Of the Emerald

Richard Levin is one lawyer
with a few tricks up his sleeve.

He is not only a bona fide man
of the American Bar Associa-
tion, but he’s also a professional
magician.

In the past five years, Levin

has displayed tricks as far away he says. $2 35

as Africa, and he now performs “Phdv've 1oal: P

at parties and restaurants bl‘:ywn e Introducing

around Eugene. He also does e - »
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He says he gave his most ex-
citing performance when he on-
ly knew one card trick, showing

the trick in New Guinea, Africa, g0 poriod of other gourmet delights
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ground.
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much enthusiasm, a little boy
later came up to Levin in a bar
and begged him to see the trick.
When Levin went outside to
show the boy, he saw about 40
natives waiting. He performed

were taking a trip to Alaska
when they stopped in Eugene.
After a couple of burritos at the
Saturday Market, they decided
to stay, he says.

Levin says he hadn’t been in
town long when he was perfor-
ming tricks at a party and was
spotted by a local man who said
he'd like to be Levin’s agent. *‘It
was really a quirk of fate,”
Levin says.

This led to a long stint at the
former Harrys on the Canal
restaurant (now called Harrys
and under new management),

work for any sus-
tained period of
time in Eugene,"’
he says.

“It's a really
good communi-
ty. It's an open
community for
different ideas,”

says of the
Eugene crowd.
“Every time I
leave a place,
within a very

Levin, 38, says
he performs
about 40 to 60
hours of magic
each week. He

3 when it does happen, it's dead

silence, and a great deal of sym-
pathy. .-,

with . something.' good, then

you've really won their hearts,"

he says.

Levin admits he is always a

little nervous before a show
starts. But, he adds, “‘It makes a
good performance if you're
slightly on edge."

Some illusions he does not do
are those involving animals or

If you can’come back.
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. needs

Levin estimatesﬂbal 40 to 50
magicians -practice in the
Eugene area,.but even with all
the competition he’s never had
to struggie, he says. ‘A lot of ar-

tists are starving, and I under-
stand that.’

His advice to hopeful magi-
cians is to “just go up to

Continued on Page 8
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BREITENBUSH HOT SPRINGS COMMUNITY
Invites you to SPRING BREAK,

March 24-31

where he did ‘‘close-up magic’’
for more than three years. He
would walk from table to table
and perform magic — usually
card tricks.

‘I really enjoy walking up to
a table of somebody that"s not
expecting you. . .and just have
them sit back and be amazed,"””
he says.

Levin recalls performing a
trick once for a man in a bad
mood. But Levin says the man
told him his mood had improv-
ed after he saw the trick.

“Of all the things that 1 do,
that is the most significant —
changing people's attitudes.

“I'm the first magician that's
really done table-to-table magic

Oregon Daily Emerald

Spring s coming to Bretenbush Siver. Explore the
forest. the hot mineral pools. the nearby tralls. Soak in
the hot mineral baths and steam sauna Skeep in our
heated rustic cabins. Eat hearty vegetarian meals three
times a day in the Old Mountain Lodge (or take a sack
lunch excursions). And on weekends, enjoy live music
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For information, directions. reservations. contact

Breitenbush Hot Springs
Box 578, Detroit, OR 97342

H564-3501 854-3715 (Message)

We are 60 miles east of Salem. off Highway 22
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