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Recalling Penk lawsuit revelations

B was in Febroary 1984 after 2 Jomg
Srially as “Peak vs. the State System of
Educatica™ in the
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the aftermath of the yesriong Pesk pro-
ceedings. | find myseif reflecting anew

czn be labeled “carioss.™

retired 3
Usiversity s Coliege of Education fand
ome of the few mamed plaintfis m the
Pesk lzwsa® to tectify in opes court).
rEportet Tnat she was Gdvest Dy e
University along with 3 male teacher

Bowsver ber compenssizon & the
timne was omiv 75 peroest of her male
conmimpat's — aithough she had nine
yeers of experience = companison with
Bis six years  Eves afier 20 vears of suc-
o=ssfa! Sacmlby . Wangh's

$73 more than that of one of her former
students, hired this year by WOSC,

According to an Associated Press
news item, Penk, who received her
doctorate in mathematice in 18713, was
offered z salary of $23,073 for the
1984 85 academic year. She later learn-
o thai a male former student of hars
had been hired as an assistant proiessor
for $23.000. He earned a master's
degree last August and s now begin-
ning preparation toward a doctoral
degree.

Of course, the rationalizations of
fered by administrators to justify such
gender-related salary differentials in-
variably center on so-called *‘market
conditions’’ and other idiosyn-
cratic/experiential variables that, it is
alleged, frequently tend to favor male
academicians.

But on the face of il, the kinds of pay-
ment jes cited by some of
the Penk plaintiffs in their sex-
discrimination lawsuit seem, to me, to
be curiously revealing.

As a University male faculty
member, | wish to commend those
stouthearted plaintiffs in the Penk

litigation who have endured no little
fingncial and emotional discomfort in
tholr courageous struggle o esss the
way for other women coming up in the
Orpunn State Syetem of Higher Fduca.
fion, Ang in the process, males, (0o,
fiay have been heipsd io acknowledge
the entrenched attitudes of gender bias
that are still evidesd ia ol communily,

For example, during (he course of the
Penk procesdings i was reporied that
in the early 1980s, University President
Peul Olum and Provost Dick Hill both
resigned from ““The Roundiable™ —
local, sociai-iniellectual {town and
gown) catcus of about 100 members,
whose bylaws prohibit the participa-
tion of womsn!

In early 1985, | can’t help wondering
whether ““The Roundtable™ is still an
ali-male anachronism — and if so
whether other male academicians from
the University who might once have
belonged have now prudentiy followed
Olum and Hill and given up their seats,
too, in such a sexist, chauvinistic
enclave.

Ron Rousseve
Professor, counseling psychology
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& ies (ressy 5 ssisatidn Of any
ofher sitsation where the issue
=il boils down to the same
thing

I can™t afford to give up the
issse until | can go to the Lone
Stz or OCallahans with my

Egacr WEchele Nasss
Wamagrme Tt Alive Syme
” g Wicamt Kitage
EAeE T ot Coctme O
Sporrs Tt s—ho-upn
pubiishes Momcay — Swosfmes Coitor Shesia Lancry
=== Feday Edition Sxitor M= Carison
Co = Te Ermwmmaemen Sdaor Miohas! Duncan
Sgpr So0Tr Wachae Clapp

o Memor= Assocas Tdiors
mﬂ- mmg-
Eﬁn WhThae Hosmar
Paul Enent
Sesar Trane ASLUD Jube Shippen
Fossel Stese  Sucew Acuwnes Diana_Eott
e O Teamrm Lom Stemhaus
Faooracs Asmaesr Towe Serws Srmen Bobin

l--_-n" S I Henderson, Sobm Jossmges. Afan Lawm Capi Lynn,
[ — T e Frmear R T . e —
Srnducon
= - i
ﬁh!

boyfriend and not be beaten up
or thrown out.

Storm Fawcett
Gala Co-Director
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Case of overkill

What's this [ hear the presi-
dent talking about the need for
strength against the Russians? It
appears that the name of the
gcapitsl, ““Washina''-ton  has
gone to his head because he is
so intent on developing nuclear
detergents in space as well as on
Earth. I had heard the defense
department had a lot of pro-
blems that needed cleaning up,
but I think that his is a case of
overkill,

Granted that the mess of
blood is hard to clean, as "out
damn spot'' MacBeth would at-
test to. But to destroy the ltem to
be cleaned hardly would sell a
common dotergent. Why then
does President Reagan seom to
believe that a nuclear detergent
would do justice to removing a
spot which he considers to be
staining the world?y

Nuotice that there s an ap
menl error in the terminology,

ut as an analogy with

homophaonic qualities it well il-
lustrates my desired point.

Scott Brandt-Erichsen

Pelitical Science

Act of vielence

In responding to Andreas
Mueller's ietter of Feb. 26, |
would like to make the follow-
ing comments:

The basic guestion is not
wheiher or noi @ woman has the
right to control her ewn body —
it is whether that right extends
to the taking of another human
life that is living inside of the
woman.

The time for a woman (o exer
cise her legitimate control over
her body is before conception
gocurs, by using birth control or
by abstaining from intercourse.
After a life has begun, it is too
late to talk about her ‘'right to
control her body,” because the
fact is that another body beside
her own is now involved — that
of the child.

Depriving an unborn child of
the right to live is the ultimate
act of violence against the
defenseless

william Moore
Eugene

Manday, March 3, 1985
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