Toxic waste passage urged

Bill calls for ‘right to know’

By Paul Ertelt
Of the Emerald

SALEM — A New York toxic waste research-
er urged a House committee Wednesday to take a
far-sighted approach to toxic hazards by pushing
through legislation that would give citizens ac-
cess to information on toxic chemicals used in the
state.

But the Community Right-to-Know Bill
(House Bill 2255) was criticized by industry
representatives and officials of Oregon’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality at hearings before
the House Environment and Energy Committee.

The legislation would require the DEQ to
establish an ongoing survey to compile informa-
tion about toxic chemicals used in Oregon. That
information would be forwarded to state officials
and local health boards and be available to
citizens.

The DEQ would also conduct a one-time
survey of chemical waste dumps established in
the state during the past 30 years.

Walter Hang, a researcher for New York
Public Interest Research Group, told the panel
that the bill could help Oregon avoid many of the
problems facing New York. Hang, who suc-
cessfully promoted similar legislation in New
York in 1982, testified on behalf of the Oregon
State Public Interest Research Group.

Tom Donaca, counsel for Associated Oregon
Industries, argued that the bill would add an un-
due burden to the state and to industry, while
duplicating information that, for the most part, is
available elsewhere. He said it is more important
to inform people of specific health hazards, rather
than just distributing a list of chemicals.

“Our opposition of the measure. . . must not
be construed as opposition to the need for infor-
mation that assists in increasing public safety,"
Donaca said. ‘‘Rather, it is opposition to the ex-
pensive and time-consuming task of disgorging
information by all subject parties."

Donaca said his main concern was that HB
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2255 did not provide adequate protection of trade
secrets. According to the bill, industries could
claim an exemption for chemicals that they con-
sidered trade secrets.

But Donaca said the bill seemed to leave the
release of that information to the discretion of the
director of the DEQ. More specific criteria needs
to be established for the release of that informa-
tion, he said.

Pat McCormick, representing the American
Electronics Association, said he did not believe it
was always in the public interest for the public to
know what chemicals are used in the state. That
information is best left in the hands of “‘responsi-
ble'’ parties such as police and fire departments,
he said.

Stan Biles of the DEQ said his agency was
concerned with several parts of the bill, par-
ticularly the cost of conducting the survey. It
would cause duplication of tasks the agency
already performs as well, he said.

Biles estimated the cost of the program for
the 1985-87 biennium at $300,000, and criticized
the bill for not making provisions for raising the
needed revenue.

Though Hang said he did not want to ‘‘se-
cond quess’’ the DEQ's estimate, he said that in-
stituting the program in New York state costs less
than that, even though that state is more heavily
industrialized.

Hang said the bill would not create a huge
bureaucracy. Once the survey of past waste sites
was conducted, he said, the ongoing survey
could be managed with little manpower.

Hang said an Oregon right-to-know law was a
first step in avoiding the toxic chemical
catastrophes experienced by New York and other
states.

““New York's environment may never be the
same, but Oregon need not suffer the same fate,”
he said. ‘‘Your state is green, clean and lovely.
You should do everything possible to keep it that
way."’

missinn s request, in
at O'Neill examine charges that the fi
" Protection Agency has withheld stud
d;oxin present in the region’s ground soil and wa
legier fnr!her Lhargfs that A supp)

3rd Annual

Tools of the

SHOW

In the Art Supply Dept.

IN HONOR OF

BT Washin

Oregon Daily Emerald

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 1985

a2 8

Rav. Martin L King  Father Divine  proderich Douglass

§E28

cMarcus Garvey LeRol Jones

The Bookstore joins the Black Students, Faculty and Stalf at 13th & Kln_cald
the University of Oregon in honoring these and the many M-F 7:30-5:30
other Black men and women who have 13th & Kincaid SAT.10:00-3:00
contributed to the development of our M-F 7:30:5:30 BOOKSTORE Supplies 686-4331
country and the world society. SAT 10:00-3:00

STURE 5ypplies 686-4331

Feb. 20 & 21
10-4 pm

Representatives of our major
suppliers will be in the store to
talk with you about their
products.

Door Prizes * Demonstrations
Ongoing Presentations

20°%o oFF

All Art &
School Supplies
during the show

Page 3




