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world beat

Pope supports
Latin workers

CIUDAD GUAYANA,
Venezuela (AP) — In the blaz-
ing heat of Venezuela's in-
dustrial interior, Pope John Paul
I condemned the exploitation
of workers and ‘‘dehumaniz-
ing"’ effects of technology Tues-
day in a rousing farewell speech
before going on to Ecuador.

““Work exists for man,” he
declared at an outdoor Mass in
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Ciudad Guayana, a city of steel,
iron and aluminum industries,
“‘but man is not to be the slave
of the machine of technology."’

Cheering followers respond-
ed: “The working masses await
you!"’

In his homily, the pope
declared that the church stands
beside the worker and spoke out
against social inequities,
especially in the Third World.

The pontiff stood under a
yellow canopy atop a flower-
covered altar on an open and
dusty red clay field, with only a
slight river breeze easing
temperatures that hovered
around 90 degrees.

Venezuela was the first stop
on John Paul's sixth Latin
American tour. He arrived
Tuesday afternoon in Quito,
capital of Ecuador, and will stay
in the country until Friday. He
then goes to Peru, and to
Trinidad-Tobago in the
Caribbean.

Meese claims
that he’s clean

WASHINGTON (AP) — At-
torney General-designate Edwin
Meese Il said Tuesday he has
met ‘‘ethical as well as legal”
standards of conduct, but a
report made public at the in-
sistence of senators concluded
that he may have violated
federal law.

That finding was reached by
two attorneys in the Office of
Government Ethics, but they
were overruled by the head of
the office, David Martin, who
was appointed by President
Ronald Reagan.

The report was made public
as the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee opened new hearings into
Meese’s fitness to serve as at-
torney general.

OGE attorneys concluded that
Meese may have violated
federal statutes ‘‘prohibiting a
federal employee from accept-
ing a gift from any other federal
employee receiving less pay
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than himself.”

Meese contended before the
senators at his confirmation
hearing that Stein's report last
year ‘‘left no stone unturned’
in investigating his behavior
and informing senators about
his conduct.

Meese, 53, originally ap-
peared before the committee
last March, but action on his
nomination was postponed
because of the investigation.

In opening statements by
senators, one — Howard
Metzenbaum, D-Ohio — said he
would oppose the nomination.
Eight said they supported the
presidential counselor, nine
contended they were undecid-
ed.

Reagan charms

‘Bloom’ creator

IOWA CITY, lowa (AP) —
President Ronald Reagan liked a
Berke Breathed caricature of his
wife Nancy in Sunday’s
“Bloom County” newspaper
comic strip.

So much, in fact, that he call-
ed Breathed to offer his com-
pliments.

Breathed, who draws his
nationally syndicated strip
from his home in lowa City,
said the president’'s call Mon-
day left him with a first-hand
impression of the Reagan
charm.

“Whatever people call it —
his charm or ‘the Reagan magic'
— it's definitely there,'’ Breath-
ed said Tuesday in a telephone
interview. ‘‘He was almost
deferential to me. To realize
he's the most powerful man in
the world and he still comes
across like Uncle Joe.”

Sunday’s comic strip featured
a frenzied middle-aged woman
who is attempting to place a
classified ad for a new husband
— “‘one that won't continually
call me ‘Ol' Dumpy.’ "

Hanging on the wall in the
background of the strip was a
portrait of a placid, smiling
Nancy Reagan.
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