
Research funds steadily rise 
By Andrew LaMar 

Of the Emerald 
The University’s funding for research, which 

doubled in the past five years and grew by $4.1 
million alone during the last year, now totals 
$18.1 million and supports 175 projects, accor- 

ding to a University official. 
Dick Hersh, vice president for research, says 

the University receives additional money for 
research because more of the faculty’s proposals 
for grants are being accepted. And Hersh believes 
that “the faculty has earned it.” 

Until recently, the University was accustom- 
ed to getting one of every three proposals ac- 

cepted, he says, but now the University gets 
about half of the research grants it requests. 

“The faculty is becoming increasingly 
capable of competing (for research funds) against 
the best faculty in the U.S.,” Hersh says. 

About 40 percent of all research funding goes 
to the sciences and teacher training. But Hersh 
says that much of the new research money is fun- 
ding research in the social sciences and the 
humanities, particularly in exploring better 
teaching methods. 

Nine out of 10 grants for research come from 
federal sources, Hersh says. Although grants from 
private sources — such as the Northwest Area and 
Burlington Northern foundations — have recently 
increased, they account for less than five percent 
of the research money. 

In addition, Hersh says faculty members are 

also realizing that research funds are increasingly 
important to the University’s welfare. 

He insists, however, that teaching has not 
taken a back seat to research. In fact, although 
teaching loads are the same as in the past, he says 
the faculty has increased its teaching skills as 
well as its research funding. 

“If anything, we’ve increased our emphasis 
on teaching the past few years,” Hersh says, 
citing examples such as freshmen seminars and 
the number of faculty voluntarily teaching lower 
division courses. 

Unlike most states, Oregon does not provide 
specific funds for research at its state schools, 
Hersh says. 

"All of the studies done about this univer- 
sity’s funding suggests we’re somewhere bet- 
ween 15 and 25 percent underfunded,” he says. 

The results of such poor funding are inade- 
quate equipment, a lack of secretarial help and 
poor facilities, Hersh says. 

“Times have been tough here, and it makes 
more people conscious of the sources of fun- 
ding,” Hersh says. He adds that the University is 
now more sophisticated in terms of seeking fun- 
ding and the faculty is more experienced in 
writing proposals. 

According to Hersh, there are three reasons 

for the increased success of proposals, one being 
that the younger faculty members are maturing 
and writing better funding proposals and another 
reason being that more faculty members are 

writing such proposals. Lastly, federal agencies 
have been more generous with research funding 
during the past year and a half, he says. 

The fact that the University stays in close 
contact with federal officials in Washington, D.C. 
through in-person visits or phone calls also helps, 
he says. 

The University is currently involved in an in- 
tense effort to seek research funding by 
publishing information about research programs 
in faculty and alumni newsletters, Hersh says. 

Hersh predicts a rise in research funding for 
the University in the next three years, although it 
probably won’t be as drastic a rise as was the case 
in the past year, he says. 

"If you’re working at 95 percent efficiency, 
it’s hard to get to 96 percent efficiency,” he says. 

The University still needs to broaden its 
research, but it’s probably reaching a saturation 
point, Hersh says. 

"We’re very, very productive, and 1 think we 
are about as productive as we can be,” he says. 
"Some would say we are achieving far beyond 
our present level of state support.” 

Firms answer call for funds 
By Michael Fisher 

Of the Emerald 

For the second straight year, local businesses 
have answered the University’s call for financial 
assistance by increasing their gifts and pledges to 
the annual fund. 

The gifts and pledges of 63 Eugene and Spr- 
ingfield firms in 1984 amounted to $48,225 —■ 

more than twice that of last year's total, says 
Thomas Widmer, assistant vice president of 
Centennial Bank and chair of the University 
Foundation’s area business campaign. 

This dramatic increase in local response can 

be partly attributed to the 46 volunteers who 
worked on this year’s campaign by calling many 
area businesses asking for donations, Widmer 
says. 

The average contribution by each firm was 

$765, which Widmer attributes to the fact that 
“so many businesses are directly benefited by the 
presence of the University in this area.” 

Joseph Farmer, director of the University 
Foundation, says the volunteers this year were 

given better training and information about the 
University’s history and programs. 

“I think the University is beginning to 

I 

market itself better,” Farmer says. “We’re becom- 
ing more successful at showing the local com- 

munity and outside areas the ways that we are 

excelling.” 
About half the contributions this year were 

unrestricted in use, allowing the University to 
use them at its discretion. The rest were earmark- 
ed by the donors for use in specific areas, such as 
athletics and the business school. 

“The main thrust of the annual fund is to at- 
tract unrestricted funds and donors who will con- 
tribute from year to year,” Farmer says. 

The Foundation has been responsible for the 
major portion of donors to the University, Farmer 
adds. 

Brian Sullivan of Group W Cable, one of the 
businesses contributing this year, attributes the 
increase in gifts and pledges to “a heightening 
awareness within the business community of the 
contributions of the University to this area.” 

The business also has several alumni who ad- 
vocate support of the college, Sullivan says. 

Farmer says he hopes the business campaign 
“allows (alumni and businesses) to stay in touch 
with the University. 1 think we’ll see that mar- 

riage between the two continue to grow.” 
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SEMESTER IN SPAIN 
Not just for Spanish majors only, but for everyone: beginners, "in between" 
students, and advanced. Put some excitement into your college career!! 

Live with a Spanish family, attend classes BEGINNER OR ADVANCED- Cost is about the 
same as a semester in a U S college:$3.480. 
Price includes jet round trip to Seville from 
New York, room, board, and tuition com- 

plete. Government grants and loans may be 
applied towards our programs. 

F-e’ 

college you attend 

your name 

your present street address 

city state 2 

If you would like Information on future programs give 
permanent address below. 

your permanent street address 

City 

four hours a day. four days a week, four 
months. Earn 16 hrs. of credit (equivalent to 4 
semesters taught in U.S. colleges over a two 
year time span). Your Spanish studies will be 
enhanced by opportunities not available in a 
U S classroom. Standardized tests show our 
students' language skills superior to students 
completing two year programs in U.S. 
Advanced courses also. 

Hurry, it takes a lot of time to make all ar- 

rangements. 
SPRING SEMESTER — Jan. 30 May 29 
FALL SEMESTER Aug 29 Dec 19 

each year. 
FULLY ACCREDITED A Program of Trinity 
Christian College. 
For full information — send coupon to: 

SEMESTER IN SPAIN 
2442 E. Collier S.E.. F-6 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 

(A Program of Trinity Christian College) 

Now is the best time to apply for the PEACE 
CORPS for Spring and Summer placement. 2,000 
positions are now open around the world. 

Put your skills in Science, English, Education, 
Math, Business, Languages and other areas, as 
well as any agricultural interests, to use in easing 
the life of those in developing countries. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

CALL NOW for application information 

Marsha Swartz 686-3235 
Career Planning and Placement 
244 Hendricks Hall, U of O 

Food Vans 

What you’ll find fast 
at the food vans... 

e* Sandwiches 
Monster Cookies 

e- Fresh Fruit 
Yogurt 
Hot & Cold Drinks 

v0 Fresh Croissants 
e* and much more 
13th across iron) Gilbert Hall 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and at the library turnaround 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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F Precision Haircuts & 
Styling for guys & gals 

We’ll Keep You Looking 
Good All Year 

• Just a Cut $650 
• Blow cut 

Men 

$1050 
Women 

$11®° 
• Perms 

from 

$1Q95 
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED 

SANTA CLARA WEST 11th 
Fred Mever Center Fred Meyer Center 

EUGENE EUGENE 
Hrs M-W 9-8: Thur 9-9 Fri & Sat 9-6; Sun 12-5 


