
letters 
Insensitive 

I never realized how insen- 
sitive people can be until I 
walked past the EMU and a man 

dressed in a black cape with his 
face painted white pointed a 

skewered fetus at me and said, 
“abortion is murder.” I would 
like to pose a few questions to 
this man and other anti- 
abortionists: 

1) If you had a daughter who 
was married and pregnant and 
her life would be endangered by 
carrying the fetus to term, 
would you honestly will death 
on your own daughter rather 
than allow her to have an 
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abortion? 
2) Would you prefer to read 

statistics for the number of 
deaths due to self-inflicted abor- 
tions where the figures were 

higher than the number of 
deaths from abortions done in a 

sterile environment? 

3) Do you want 11 or 12-year- 
old girls to be forced to carry 
pregnancies to term, thereby 
risking the proper development 
of their own bodies and possible 
death? 

If your answer to any one of 
these questions is yes, then I 
suggest that you continue in 
your fight to outlaw abortion. 
However, if you answered no, I 
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suggest that you end your fight 
against abortion because if abor- 
tion were illegal, it would lead 
to circumstances in which these 
situations would arise. 

Dee Chandle 
Pro-Choice 

Disturbed 
Your editorial (ODE Jan. 16) 

concerning abortion disturbs 
me a great deal. The reasoning 
you used leaves me wondering 
if the editorial staff would have 
endorsed slavery as a morally 
justifiable position because of 
the economic and social im- 

plications involved. 

Slavery was wrong, even 

though public opinion and the 
Supreme Court supported it. 
Human beings do not stop being 
human beings because of a legal 
declaration. This was true in the 
Dred Scott decision in the last 
century, and it is true in the Roe 
vs. Wade decision in our time. 
Your statement that the 
“broader implications” of the 
abortion issue are social and 
economic ones completely 
misses the point that human life 
is being taken, life that is 
biologically distinct from the 
life of the mother. Before an 

abortion, there is a living, grow- 
ing human. Once it is done, 
there is a dead human. 
Whatever you call it, a baby or a 

fetus, it is still human, and 
dead. 

Abortion has, in effect, 
become a legal means of birth 
control. Because of a decision 
by the Supreme Court, 
defenseless, voiceless humans 
can now be treated as non- 

human trash and thrown away. 
I wonder what segment of our 

population will next be 
declared worthless and 
disposable. I wonder where the 
Emerald editorial staff will 
stand on that issue. 

William Moore 
Music 

OPEN 7 DAYS TIL 3 AM 
Late Nile 
4 Egg to or 
Omeielie- $C..4L.D 

Lunch Daily Beer & Wine 

[t'Y- iz i 

Qr What’s better than a 
shot in the dark? 

A: A Resume from ODE 
Graphic Services! 

Oregon doily _ 

emerald 
The Oregon Daily Emerald is published Monday 

through Friday except during exam week and vacations 
by the Oregon Daily Emerald Publishing Co., at the 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon, 97403. 

The Emerald operates Independently of the Universi- 
ty with offices on the third floor of the Erb Memorial 
Union and is a member of the Associated Press. 

General Staff 
Advertising Director 
Production Manager 
Classified Advertising 
Controller 

Susan Thelen 
Russell Steele 

Vince Adams 
Jean Ownbey 

Advertising Sales: Laura Buckley, Tim Clevenger, Jen- 
nifer Fox, Marcia Leonard, Rick Martz, Nancy Nielsen, 
Laurie Nobel, Roberta Oliver, Brett Pickman Intern, 
David Wood. 
Production: Kelly Cornyn, Storml Dykes, Julie Freeman, 
Kathy Gallagher, Dean Guernsey, Susan Hawkins, Ross 
Martin, Karin McKercher, Lauri Neely, Kelly Neff, Curt 
Penrod, Michele Ross, Alyson Simmons, Peg Solonika, 
Tim Swillinger, Colleen Tremaine, Hank Trotter. 

Page 2 

Editor 
Managing Editor 
News Editor 
Editorial Page Editor 
Photo Editor 
Sports Editor 
Sidelines Editor 
Entertainment Editor 
Assistant Entertainment Editor 
Night Editor 

Michele Matassa 
Mike Sims 

Michael Kulaga 
Costas Christ 
Michael Clapp 

Brent De La Paz 
Sheila Landry 

Kim Carlson 
Mike Duncan 

Julie Shippen 

Associate Editors 
Administration 
Higher Education 
Politics 
ASUO 
Student Activities 
Community 
Features 

Jolayne Houtz 
Michael Hosmar 

Paul Ertelt 
Julie Shippen 

Stasia Scarborough 
Cynthia Whitfield 

Lori Steinhauer 

Reporters: Sean Axmaker, Dave Berns, Robert Collias, 
Diana Elliott, Thomas Henderson, Allan Lazo, Capl Lynn, 
Scott McFetridge. 

News and Editorial 
Display Advertising and Business 
Classified Advertising 
Production 
Circulation 

686*5511 
686-3712 
666-4343 
686-4381 
686-5511 

Outnumbered 
I can understand why the fun- 

damentalist anti-choice people 
want enforced fertility for 
women within their ranks. 
What I don’t understand is why 
the fundamentalists insist that 

unruly feminists, amoral 
atheists, godless humanists, 
and promiscuous teenagers bear 
a child for every birth control 
failure they are subject to. I’d 
like to point out that the fun- 
damentalists would be even 

more drastically outnumbered 
in generations to come if their 
fertility practices were adopted 
universally. They should stop 
while they are ahead. 

Hilary Anthony 
Eugene 

To heaven 
If a women was raped, then 

told that if she carried the fetus 
to full term there would be a 

good possibility of complica- 
tions resulting in death or 

sickness, would you force this 
women to have this child? If 

you would force this women to 

risk this birth. I see you in the 
same light as those who would 
refuse a transfusion. I think 
most abortion foes would allow 
this woman an abortion. This is 
the key point. If you allow it for 
one in any circumstances, then 
you must allow it for others. No 
one knows the inner torture of 
the human mind. What is pain 
to one, as in the case of the rape, 
may be greater or equal to so- 

meone that is pregnant not from 
rape. Free will is what it 
implies. 

The bottom line in the Chris- 
tian argument is that the fetus 
has a soul at conception. If this 
is true, what’s the beef? The 
fetus can’t sin, so if aborted it 
goes to heaven. Now if T could 
go to the heaven the Christians 
talk about, I would gladly give 

up the 77 odd years on this 
earth and go straight from the 
abortion bucket to heaven. So in 
the long run look how many 
people are going to heaven 
without all the day-to-day pain, 
and without taking the chance 
of goofing up by sinning. If I 
had my druthers, I would rather 
have been aborted. 

Dan Suire 
History 

Retroactive 
In the past twelve years, 

millions of women have safely 
killed their children. Abortion 
has become easier than 
childbirth. A woman can make 
an appointment to have her 
baby eradicated at her conve- 

nience. If a fetus isn't conve- 

nient, a doctor is. 

I propose we take this one 

step further. How many women 

want a child when it starts cry- 
ing or when' it turns thirteen? 
We live in a disposable society; 
we throw away things when we 

no longer want them. Why not 
add children to the list? 

Children are bio-degradable: 
no need to take them to the 
hospital for a deposit. If you 
plant them in your garden, 
they'll even enrich your soil (no 
more fish emulsion). And, as 

lonathon Swift pointed out. 
children make delicious meals; 
we could send them to Ethiopia. 

C.S. Lewis, a renowned 
Christian, said ‘‘Until you have 
it, you will not know what you 
wanted." Likewise, until you 
have a child, you don't know 
how you'll not want it. Many 
women have found out too late 
that they are not ready for a 

child. 

If abortion can correct errors 

in contraception, it should also 
correct errors in childbirth. 
Let's make abortion retroactive! 

Brian Moore 
English 
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