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The mimtm was on what he 
(jilted a fac* finding tour before 
l jmgre** debates whether to 
Impose sanction* on South 
Africa In *ry to force the nation 
to reform it* system of white- 
minority rule. 

Soviet envoy 
faces TV panel 

MOSCOW (ATJ — Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko's 
televised interview Sunday 
night with four Soviet jour- 
nalist* was a first for Soviet 
viewers, who are accustomed to 

hearing their top leaders' 
messages in formal speeches. 

Gromyko answered questions 
about hi* meeting* last week in 
Geneva, Switzerland, with U S 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
from a panel of journalist* in a 

forum similar to American news 

interview programs such as 

“Meet the Press’* and “Face the 
Nation." 

The official Soviet new of 
world events usually is con- 

veyed to the public is speeches 
by Kremlin leaden that are car- 

ried in the official press, in ex- 

cerpts on the evening news pro- 
grams on radio and television or 

in full during spec ially schedul- 
ed addresses. 

The televised interview also 
was Gromyko's first public 
statements, since his return to 
Moscow Wednesday. on the 
Geneva talks that brought an 

agreement to renew U-S-Soviet 
arms negotiations 

It followed a recent trend in 
the Foreign Ministry’ of creating 
a more visible profile 
internationally 

oromyao s i&sz news con- 

ference in Vtascow to which 
Western journalists were in- 
vited w as in April 19S3. 

Questioning Gromyko on his 
|an. 7-8 talks with Shultz were 

news analysts Yuri Zhukov of 
the Communist Party 
newspaper Pravda. Vikenty 
Matveyev of the government 
newspaper Izvestia. Vladimir 
Bogachev of the official news 

agency Tass. and Valentin 
Zorin of the Central Television 
and Radio Network 

The program lasted nearly 
two hours, and was given much 
attention by the Soviet media, 
both domestically and in broad- 
casts intended for abroad. 

Radio Moscow’s English- 
language service carried the 
program with simultaneous 
translation, and Tass issued a 

full transcript 
The Foreign Ministry inform- 

ed Western reporters Friday of 
the planned broadcast, but re- 

quests to participate in the in- 
terview or observe it were 

denied 
America’s table News Net- 

work transmitted the interview 
to the United States at the same 

time It was broadcast in the 
Soviet Union 

Radio Moscow and Soviet 
television retorted to the pro- 
gram as “live coverage." But 
the CNN crew said it was told 
the question-answer session ac- 

tually la'gau at U a m Moscow 
time, ami the tape was broad- 
cast seven hours later. 


