
NEW MUSIC 
Local label records area bands 

Malcolm Con- 
over, a co- 

owner of 
Eugene's Fatal 
Erection 
Records, has a 

great time do- 
ing what he does: making and 
marketing record albums. 

“It’s a lot of fun having a 

(record) label, because you can 

entertain all sorts of ideas and 
fantasies,” says Conover. 

The aim of Fatal Erection, he 
says, has never been to make 
money; but neither is it to lose 
money. “It’s kind of a full-time 
hobby,” Conover says. He also 
finds it a good way to maintain 
contact with music fans and 
record collectors worldwide. 

Conover, 29, a Eugene resi- 
dent. first conceived of the idea 
for a record label in 1982, when 
he thought of putting out a com- 

pilation album of Northwest 
punk bands. As a widely known 
record collector he'd bought 
and sold records by little- 
known bands all over the world, 
before deciding to get “a little 
more involved.” 

He looked around and found 
a few bands which, he says, 
because of their politics, were 

overlooked by the record in- 
dustry. He decided to start a 

record label to help give these 
groups better exposure. 

Conover met w'ith Tom 
Roberts from Portland, who he 
describes as "350 pounds of 
forceful ness.” Roberts, guitarist 
with Poison Idea, had the same 

idea, and the two got along so 

well they decided to become 
partners in the ettort, Conover 

says. 
After what Conover describes 

as “a lot of beer and head scrat- 

ching" they came up with the 
name, Fatal Erection. 

"A Ipt of people might think 
(the name) is there for some 

kind of shock value. like, ‘Who 
is the erection fatal for?' People 
carf construe it in a lot of ways, 
but the idea is partially to get 
people to think. It’s kind of a 

colorful name, but in essence, 
it's just a play on all the phallic 
symbols in nuclear energy; 
bombs, silos, nuclear-power 
plants. They all seem kind of 
phallic looking, so that's what I 
read into the whole thing," says 
Conover. 

But, he adds, anything people 
want to make of it is all right. 
"People shouldn’t take it as 

some kind of sexist crack, 
which it isn’t. I'm very sensitive 
about that,” he says. 

The original idea of Fatal 
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Erection was to give exposure to 
musicians. “(To) bands that we 

had a certain confidence 
in... who weren't complete 
dicks spouting a bunch of right 
wing fascism or left wing 
stupidity,” Conover says. 

He is now trying to arrange 
for a record to be released on the 
Eugene/Portland-based label by 
a band from Poland, the 
Deserters. 

He calls the band “too 
radical” to have anything 
released in their home country. 
“I don’t know if it’s going to 

Malcolm Conover 

'People shouldn't take 
it as some kind of sex- 
ual crack, which it 
isn't.' 
— Malcolm Conover. 

materialize or not,” he says, ad- 
ding that he may possibly work 
with “half a dozen or more of 
the more accomplished bands 
from Poland that are heavily 
censored.” 

But, he says, there may be 
repercussions for the bands in 
Poland, and “I'd be hesitant to 
do it, because I wouldn’t want 
to cook their goose...I think 
they’d be hesitant to do it. too.” 

It’s unfortunate, Conover 
says, that there are no punk 
bands that he knows of from 
either the Soviet Union or the 
Middle East. “People over there 
certainly have a lot to scream 

about,” he says. 
Fatal Erection's first release, 

in March of 1983, was the “Pick 
Your King” EP by Poison Idea 
from Portland. “Pick Your 
King,” features 13 songs in 
about 12 and one-half minutes, 
and features a record jacket with 

a picture of Elvis Presley on one 

side and Jesus Christ on the 
other. 

This release, Conover says, 
has “sold phenomenally well” 
in the Northwest, as well as 

throughout the rest of the 
United States and in Europe, 
especially in Germany, Holland 
and Poland, and in Brazil. 
(“They’ve got a big punk scene 

down there,” says Conover.) 
They make a point, he con- 

tinues, to ship at least 20-25 

percent of the records pressed to 

foreign and overseas markets, 
especially since Poison Idea has 
become so popular in other 
countries. This F.P, he says, was 

on the top 10 of one Brazilian 
fanzine’s charts for about six 
months. 

I^ast month, E13, one of 
Eugene's premier punk bands, 
released its first single, “No 
Mercy for Swine,” on Fatal 
Erection Records. 

The E13 single contains eight 
songs in just over eight 
minutes, and was pressed in a 

limited edition with each record 
numbered and with a printed 
label on side A and a unique, in- 
dividual hand-sketched label on 

side o. 

Future releases by the label 
include an EP by Final Warning 
from Portland, due out “any 
day,” and a 12-inch, eight-song 
E!P by Poison Idea, “Record Col- 
lectors are Pretentious 
Assholes,” scheduled for 
release in December. 

The releases on Fatal Erection 
have been well received in punk 
fanzines all over the world, 
especially in "Maximum Rock 
and Roll,” an internationally 
known and respected publica- 
tion out of Berkeley, Calif. He 
adds that the records are “more 
or less sold out” on release, due 
to advance sales and orders 
locally, across the United States 
and overseas. 

They wouldn’t really have to 

worry, he adds, about foreign 
distribution if they didn’t “feel 
a need for the records to get into 
isolated nooks and crannies 
around the universe." 

Fatal Erection’s releases are 
sold in Eugene at House of 
Records and at Earth River 
Records. Conover personally 
sells them to his friends or to 
people who write him at home 
(693 East 16th, Eugene, 97401). 
“I'll either send (the records) to 
you or drop them by your 
house," he says. 

Marty Schwarzbauer 

«subwuiiriy* 
Sandwiches & Salads 

WORTH *1.00 
Toward the Purchase 

of any footlong meat sandwich 
or meat salad 

Campus Location 
Open 7 Days a Week til lam! 
13th & Hilyard • Eugene • 484-6955 
Offer Expires 11/23/84 

-COUPON- 
CONDOMS 

CONTRACEPTIVE 
CREAMS & JELLIES 

10-40% Below Retail Our Regular Price! 
Send 3.75 for a prepaid 4.44 oz. tube of your choice, 

and/or $5.00 for a variety pack of 12 condoms. 
Please check your preference and return this coupon with your name, 

address, check or money order to: 
□ Koromex II Jelly □ Orthocreme ZPG SEATTLE DEPT. MO 
LJ Koromex II Cream LI Gynol II Jelly 4426 Burke N. 
L Orthogynol L Koromex Crystal Clear SEATTLE, WA 98103 

O Condom Variety □ M,„ 0,d„ Fo,m On,, 
°"e °rdK,?r'0,ner 

C'mon in to BARNEY 
cables Friday and 

join us for 
Complimentary 

Hors d’oeuvres and 
a GREAT TIME! 

(5 pm til 8 pm) 
Fun continues on Saturday at Barney Cables Big 

Screen TV, Pool, Munchies and MORE! 

HARNEY 
484-7085 375 E 7th 
(Under the Ferry St Bridge) 
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Our 
Christmas Shop 

IS OPEN AGAIN 
With our finest selection of Christmas 

ornaments, cards and decorations! 

Each week through Christmas, we’ll have a different 
ORNAMENT OF THE WEEK featured at 20-40% off 

Present this ad for 
a FREE ornament. 

News Flash 
New Shipment of 
SWATCHes just arrived!! 

Balcony Level 
5th St. Public Market 

343-3622 

Greyhound. 
More places, more often. 

At the right price. 
Greyhound is taking you to more places, 

more often than anyone else. 

From Eugene to: 

Portland 
12 times a day...*13.70 
Salem 
9 times a day.*8.40 

Busses also leave from in front of the EMU daily at 
2:05 pm and 5:15 pm. 

For fare and schedule information, call the 
EMU Main Desk at 686-4363. 

Fares and schedules subject to change without notice. 

ODE Graphic Servicesll 
Typesetting*Camera Work • Design •Pasteup 


