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By Dave Berns
Of the Emerald

Nothing in Tuesday's presiden-

election should encourage

Democrats, political science Prof.
Harmon Zeigler said Sunday.

“Other than blacks and Jews,

every traditional member of the

Democratic coalition has slowly

left the party over the past 20

years,'" Zeigler said before an au-
dience of 25 at the Eugene

Unitarian Church.

The 18- to 25-year-old vote went
overwhelmingly for Reagan, while
women, Hispanics, labor and most
every other identifiable group
went for the president too, Zeigler
said.

The Democratic Party must ad-
dress issues of economic expan-
sionn rather than economic re-
distribution, he said. “*Traditional

liberalism, where its proponents
address the problems of the poor,
is finished. It's obvious, though,
by the contents of Mondale’'s con-
on election

cession statement
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night, that Mondale has not learn-
ed this lesson.’

Zeigler does not believe that the
large Reagan victory is an indica-
tion of a realignment of the
political system,

"“Nobody votes
because of ideology. This election
was a personal response to
Reagan's leadership qualities. No
one should conclude that just
because someone votes for a con
servative, that voter is a conser-
vative. In light of this, Reagan is
wrong to claim a mandate in favor
of his policies.”’

The campaign itself
trated almost solely on symboli
messages, he said.

“"Reagan ran on the right svm-
bols while Mondale did not. Mon-
dale concentrated almost ex-
clusively on domestic issues while
reiterating his support for the
welfare state.”

Reagan's attractiveness to the
voters can be attributed to his abili-
ty to cut through the nonsense of

these davs

concen-
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government,
projects simplicity,
Aually behaved that way,
be dead."™

Zeigler believes image is the key
in the current electoral system.

“‘Reagan's pollster, Richard Wir-
thlin,
polling is the natural result of the
McGovern
Democratic
said.

The 1972 reforms took much of

polities out of the hands of party
bosses and placed it in the hands of

those previously considered
outsiders.
“These reforms weakened the

parties while elevating the status

thlin,"’
The media are the most impor-
tant vehicle for relaying image
politics to the electorate,
said.
"“TV people want to have attrac-
tive candidates, and the commen-

said. ‘‘He
if he ac-
we'd all

Zeigler
but

and his method of image
reforms in the

Party in 1972, he

control of Democratic Party

image makers such as Wir-

Zeigler said.
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