ln the mid '50s when the Dex-
ter Dam was being built, con-
struction workers flooded to the
Dexter Theater after werk for
dances, films and shows.

When the dam was completed
the workers moved on and the
theater, along with the town of
Dexter itself, fell on hard times.

Since then, this 350-person-
capacity hall has been a roller
skating rink, a warehouse, a
video arcade, a dance hall and
three pizza parlors. Remnants of
these failed attractions linger in
pizza ovens and a projection
room.

But eight weeks ago Lea Jones
and Shannon Atkinson ac-
quired the lease to the theater in
“‘beautiful downtown Dexter,"’
20 minutes from Eugene on
Highway 58. They dream of,
once again, making the Dexter
Theater the area ‘‘hotspot’’ for
entertainment and community
events. They also hope to buy
the hall from its present owner
within two years, Jones says.

Both theater managers know
the difficulty of such a venture
in the small, economically
depressed community, but they
forsee success by attracting the
Eugene-Springfield market, as
well as the Dexter-area people,
with a wide variety of programs
and a philosophy shown in a
slogan borrowed from the Ap-
ple Computer Company: ‘‘The
hall for the rest of us."’

Atkinson and Jones have also
begun restoring and renovating
the old building.

“It did look like an empty
warehouse,’’ Atkinson says,’‘It
was a pit with big holes in the
wall, real bleak and bare."’

Jones also says the acoustics
needed work. '

“It was maddening trying to
communicate in there because
of the echo,'" he says.

Help was provided for the old
hall with carpeting. wood
paneling, paint, a bar (complete
with a beer and wine license)
and an expanded and
acoustically improved stage.

In the future Atkinson and
Jones say they hope to expand
the theatrical capacities of the
hall and make the lobby a
replica of an old movie theater
with velvet ropes and classic
movie posters.

Atkinson, whose entertain-
ment background includes a
degree in theater arts from the
University, movie script writing
and professional comedy, says
~ the hall will be employed for a
variety of functions, many us-
ing his talents.

“This_building is not just a
dance hall and a concert hall,
but is also a community
center,'' he says.
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These community-related
events include junior theater,
fund raisers and a theater
group, the Dexter Theater
Repertory Company, headed by
Atkinson.

The company’s first produc-
tion, Nov. 30, will be a murder
mystery play, “Murder at the
Dexter Theatre,”” where au-
dience guests' in assigned
costumes try to solve a series of
‘“*murders’’ that occur
throughout the night of dancing
and partying. Guests will not
know who the actors are ming|-
ing in the crowd in this par-
ticipation play. But they will
have a chance to solve the who-
done-it through a series of clues
given during the evening.

“We do it very authentical-
ly,"”” says former Portland
policeman Atkinson. ‘I mean, 1
was a cop and I've worked
enough murders to know."”

The musical expert of the
Dexter Theater duo is Lea Jones.
He is currently a singer with the
'50s-style acappella group The
Whitetones and is also with the
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band Incognito, which will play

at . “"“Murder at the Dexter
Theater.”’
Jones says country and

bluegrass bands are booked to
draw people mainly from the
Dexter area. Other groups are
intended to draw from a larger
area as well, including Eugene,
as at the grand opening of the
theater on Nov. 16 and 17,
when two popular Eugene
bands, The Cashiers and Curtis
Salgado and In Yo' Face, will
play.

Jones and Atkinson know the
hardship facing them in this
new venture that has given the
area another music and perfor-
ming arts outlet.

“Entertainment is, at best, a
heartbreaking experience,"”
Atkinson says.

But with the variety that's
already on-tap and a little
beginning luck, the Dexter
Theater is in business to do
more than survive; they aim to
thrive. :
Dave Carlson
Photo by Michael Clapp
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CREAMS & JELLIES v
10-40% Below Retail - Our Regular Price!
Send 3.75 for a prepaid 4.44 oz. tube of your choice,
and/or $5.00 for a variety pack of 12 concdoms.

Please check your preference and return this coupon with your name,
address, check or money order to:

:E._} Koromex It Jetly [] Orthocreme ZPG SETTLE DEPT. MO|
IU Koromex 1t Cream [_] Gynol 1t Jeity 4426 Burke N. |
|D Orthogynol [:] Koromex Crystal Clear SEATTLE' WA 98103 |

One order per custo
ID Condom Variety [] Mail Order Form Onty per customerl|
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) TINO’S

: ¢ Full dinnzr menu
PIZZA / e 23 varieties of Pizzas
: e Whole wheat and
white crust
Pizzas to go-

-cooked arnd uncooked

15th and Willamette

New Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 11:00-Midnight
Fri. 11:00-1:00 a.m.
Sat. 5:00-1:00 a.m.
Sun. 5:00-11:00 p.m.

I1-41

- 342-8111

FREE SAMPLES
DANNON YOGURT
TODAY
at the Bookstone

w4.4 0z. size 4II$ 1

13th & Kincaid
M-F 7:30-5:30
SAT 10:00-3:00
Supplies 686-4331

* limited to stock on hand
* sale ends 11/3/84
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