Performing,

on stage

‘Fare’ a tale of surrealism

After drinking a cup of poison, Socrates mus-
ed thoughtfully on the possibilities of his immi-
nent journey into the unknown.

Centuries later, playwright Dennis Smith
uses the characters in his ‘'Excursion Fare'’ to ex-
plore that same element of mystery that sur-
rounds death.

In ““Excursion Fare,”” which is now playing
on campus, Smith's unusual characters all hold
tickets to a train ride into the unknown. The train
seems to be headed for the same mysterious and
terrifying destination that Socrates faced, and its

assengers’ unknown destinations — which sym-
lize heaven and hell — are determined by the
fashion of their lives.

In the surrealistic, time-bending atmosphere
of a chilly train depot, 10 weary travelers are
made to unburden the crosses of guilt they all
carry. As the story unfolds, they must account to
each other for their presence in the station and
eventually explain'why they choose not to board
the train. - 'y :

Because of the play’s overwhelmingly suc-

cessful world premiere last April in the Univer- -

sity’s Arena Theatre, it has been revived this year
"in the expanded 400-seat Robinson Theatre. With
- @ new cast and director (Peter Davis), **Excursion -
Fare'' again reaches the heights of ‘‘experimental
. theater’’ and soon will be entered in the 1985
American College Theater Festival competition,
Thie band of travelers is a curious one. in-

cluding historical figures such as’Amelia Earhart, -

.Michael Rockefeller, Jimmy Hoffa and 19th cen-

tury writer Ambrose - Bierce. They .meét face-to- -

face with the fictional characters who fill out the.-
cast; such as.Bookmarn,.an argyle-ahd:tennis-
-shoes” professor who can’t figure 6ut how and.
-why 'he has arrived at the depot.- -

" Added to the bunch is a. pathetic whiner
named Lily- who never had an ambition in_het °
life, as well as a dusty-old prospector by the ‘name

" of Stubbs. Finishing off.the cast: is Henry, the . .

bespectacled depot-master who controls both the

ticket cage and the volatile emotions’ of his * -

customers. : ' .

Action is often presented through dialogues

between character couplés. Michael Rockefeller
(Scott Crisp) and Amelia ‘Earhart "(Kimberly
Anderson) . snuggle amorously in“each others’
_.arms, and Lily and Bookman (Debra Dreiling and
Adam Ward) gradually take a.speécial interest in
. each other. ) _ 4 '

' The most compelling and hilarious duo by:
far. is the Laurel-and-Hardy team of Tammany
. Hall-Judge Joe Crater and his bitterly cynical
counterpart, Ambrose Bierce. From games of
cards and croquet 1o -venomous verbal assaults,
these two characters (portrayed by Mikel Mac®
Donald ‘and Joel Morello) masterfully -execute

some of the most uproarious and touching scenes
of the play. MacDonald gives the whimsical judge
an especially animated personae with his
outrageous gestures and facial expressions.

In the role of Stubbs, who has a yarn for every
event in his life, Robert Foster gives a
lighthearted performance as a rough ridin’
cowboy with a heart full of “*blind faith and raw
courage.”” As one of the few characters to finally
board the train, he rides off into the sunset like
the Lone Ranger with an ‘*Adios!"’

One of the play’s most dramatic events is the
thunderous arrival and departure of the unseen
train behind the depot. This special effect,
engineered by Marty Schwarzbauer, creates an
eerie 20 seconds of seat-shaking rumbling, evok-
ing as much tension in the audience as is ap-
parent in the strained faces of the players onstage.

The humor in ‘‘Excursion Fare'’ combines
very contemporary, tongue-in-cheek quips with
classic comedy styles and delivers almost non-
stop joking throughout both acts. Not a pun went
unrewarded by laughter at Friday night’s perfor-
mance, and one of Bierce's most scathing attacks
on - Lily.brought a reaction of shocked “oohs"’
from the audience. S S .

+ ' .This pldy is the magnum opus of Dennis
Smith, who worked for ten years in Los Angeles

as,a screenwriter/actor and three years with the

Oregon Shakespearean Festival. Fe began writing

.- ‘Excursion’ Fare”" dr 1980 and rewrote it “four .
- times before its premiere last April. '

7, 'In_the last six -months, the. play has

undergone even more changes in the script, the
- directing and'the casting, as well as structural
changes in the stage equipment. With all these
alterations’, University Theater business manager " -
-and promotiondl coordinator Shelby Ferguson
says that ““the play itself is' the same,"" -however. .-
- Its success not only benefits those involved in-it,

she adds, but promotes the University’s reputa-
tion of excellence in-the field of theater.: '
- 'As’ for. the future of Smith's unique work,
“Excursion’ Fare'' is to_be enteréd jn the 1985

'American Collége Theater Festival, a competition

in which colleges and universities throughout the

- United States may enter new plays. The winners

of . the regional conferences will be taken to
Washington, D.C., next spring where the play

__voted as the best inthe nation will go onstage at

the Kennedy.Center for the Performing Arts.
““Excursion Fare'’‘continues to play Thurs-

day through. Satupday. Tickets are $5 for the

general .public, $4' for senior citizens and
students, and $3.25 for University students.
Tickets can be reserved by calling the University
Theatre Box Office at 686-4191. T R e

By Lori Stephens

- Alpha Tau Omega

ATO

terested

the University of Oregon.

at 686-5170.

A unique opportunity to become a
founder of a fraternity. Kerry Arm-
strong, Exec. Director of Chapter Ser-
vices, and Mark Mullinix, Director of
Re-Development for Alpha Tau Omega,
will be meeting with men who are in-
in becoming founding
members of a new fraternity chapter at

The two fraternity representatives
will be in the EMU main lobby Tuesday,
October 23rd and Wednesday, October
24th from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. They will
be there to answer any questions and to
provide information about Alpha Tau
Omega. For further information contact
Jeff Corah at 686-3701 or Craig Peterson

Tuesdays &

Thursdays

ONLY 34_95 per person

_ 7 st 1st o Eug 484-11

Attention
All Eaters

THE LATE GREAT
SPAGETT! FEED IS BACK!

All the spagetti you can eat plus a pitcher of
beer, soft drink or half carafe of wine per person.

Get STUFFED

at

the

Fountain Court _Céfe!
- Piping Hot A
STUFFED BAKED POTATOES

TIME?

Treat yourseif
at the

for Only

i

-
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MEXICAN FOOD BAR

Featuring:

TacoSathndﬂhdasSpanis‘h .
Rice & Refried Beans ;

shortovts

$2.

Still a GREAT

place for:

+» Breakfast

+ Homemade Soups and
Chili

» Delicious Pastries

4 and More

Open for breakfast:
7 am - 10:30 am

O

de appointments

342-7664
Walk-ins

966 Oak

EUGENE
174 E. Broadway
342-3366

Large Pizza
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CORVALLIS
300 S.W. Jetferson

gy

N
" /

&

SALEM
130 S.E. High St.

OLD TOWN PIZZA CO.

PORTLAND
226 N.W. Davis

One Buck Per Pizza

Offer good
10/23/84 only
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