
regional 
Rajneesh tour 
nixed by official 

SALEM — Citing concerns 

about safety and public reac- 

tion. a Salem school official has 
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vetoed plans by two South 
Salem High School teachers to 

study the religious sect of In- 
dian guru Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh. 

Teachers Mike Stortz and 
John Turman had hoped to 

spend two days at R a 

jneeshpuram gathering infor- 
mation for classroom 
presentations. 

Stortz said he and Turman 
had planned to videotape inter- 
views with Rajneeshees and 
record other activities at the 
central Oregon commune-city. 

“We had some super ques- 
tions the kids wrote up,” Stortz 
said. “We were wanting to use 

it for a classroom experience.” 
The proposed trip was given 

tentative approval by Salem 
Salem principal Dan Johnson, 
but later was rejected by Jim 
Tacchini, associate superinten- 
dent for secondary operations. 

Tacchini said he turned down 
the teachers’ trip in large part 
because of the volatile situation 
in W'asco County, where 
busloads of urban transients 

have been imported to 

Rajneeshpuram. 
“It was a judgment call.” he 

said. “1 just didn’t want to take 
the risk of putting those guys in 

jeopardy, even remotely.” 
Tacchini said the possibility 

of adverse public reaction to the 
teachers’ trip also was a factor 
in his decision to call it off. 

Some Salem residents com- 

plained last year when two Ra- 
jneeshees were invited to speak 
to a privately sponsored 
teachers organization as part of 
a program for teachers at 

Sprague High School. 

Caldicott backs 
Ruth McFarland 

From the Associated Press 

A Teader of a national nuclear 
disarmament organization en- 

dorsed Democratic congres- 
sional candidate Ruth 
McFarland at a Tuesday news 

conference in Salem. 
Dr. Helen Caldicott told a 

news conference that 
McFarland’s opponent. 
Republican Rep. Denny Smith, 
votes for new weapons and 
backs the policies of President 
Reagan. 

“We’re in very dangerous 
hands,” said Caldicott, founder 
of Women’s Action for Nuclear 
Disarmament. 

McFarland, a state senator, is 

facing Smith in the Nov. 6 elec- 
tion in the 5th District. She nar- 

rowly lost to Smith in 1982. 
Meanwhile, the pro-defense 

American Security Council an- 

nounced in Washington Tues- 

day that ratings of Oregon 
lawmakers ranged from 100 per- 
cent for Smith to zero for Rep. 
Ron Wyden. D-Portland, and 

Rep. James Weaver, D-Eugene. 

Town turns out 
for ‘book pass’ 

OAKLAND — As part of this 
Douglas County city’s 106th bir- 
thday celebration, parents, 
teachers, and schoolchildren 

formed a book brigade four 
blocks long to transfer materials 
from the old Oakland Library to 
the new one in the historic 
Washington School. 

Verb Bittner, school 
superintendent in the city of 
870 people north of Koseburg, 
rang the old bell in Washington 
School on Monday to signal 
students four blocks away to 

begin passing the books. When 
they were finished about 1,000 
volumes were passed hand-to- 
hand into the new library, 

Led by a chant of, “Pass those 
books,” the students handed, 
tossed, and slid the books along 
to each other. Some.used fancy 
behind-the-back passes. 

The human chain began with 
high school students and ended 
with kindergarteners. It was the 
idee of Barbara Downs Bond, a 

former library aide with the 
elementary school. 

U.S. Rep. Jim W'eaver, 
Douglas County Commissioners 
Doug Robertson and Bill Vian, 
and city officials took turns in 
the book brigade. 
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IN 1984,THE SPONGE GIVES 
WOMEN A NEW CHOICE 

It’s been a long time.Twenty-four years, 
i and there hasn’t been a sensible new option 
in birth control. 

Until Today™ Today, the 24-hour 
Contraceptive Sponge. 
Today is a soft, comfortable sponge that contains 

Nonoxynol-9, the same effective spermicide women 

have been using for over 20 years. 
The Sponge is easy to use. You just moisten it thoroughly with 

water and insert it like a tampon, and it works for a full 24 hours. 
With The Sponge, you don’t have to worry about hormonal side effects. 

And no other non-prescription vaginal contraceptive has been proven more 

effective* It’s been through seven years of extensive testing, and over 17 million 
Sponges have been sold. 

Of course, you don’t need a prescription for The Sponge. It can be found 
at your local drug store and at selected supermarkets. In the 3-pack or convenient 
12-pack. 

And the Today Sponge is the only contraceptive that comes with someone 

to talk to: our 24-hour Today TalkLine. If you have any questions, or you’re just 
wondering if The Sponge is right for you, visit your student health center or give 
us a call at 800-223-2329. (In California, 800-222-2329.) 

Finally, you have the spontaneity you want and the protection you need. But, 
best of all, you have another choice you never had before.^ 
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