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Rajneeshees have
a PR problem

Ever since the Rajneeshees put down roots in the Cen-
tral Oregon town of Antelope in 1982, has reign-
ed. Antelope residents have accused the disciples of Indian

guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneeh of taking over their town and
Imlgommem The Rajneeshees have done just that.

By 1983 the Rajneeshees voted themselves into nine of
10 elected positions in the town. They split the school
district, changed the names of streets, and established new
laws, such as the one permitting nudity in the city park. For
a short time they even changed the name of the city dump to
the Adolf Hitler Landfill and Center to honor what
they perceived as Hitler’s leadership qualities despite his
poor politics. The city dump is no longer named after Hitler
because too many pecple found it in bad taste.

Despite this concession, the Rajneeshees carried their

cnais?Appuremlyltum t enough for them to always dress in
red, to wear the guru's picture around their necks as they all

do and to live in the city of Rajneeshpuram, now just down

the road from the new town of Rajneesh.
It would be unfair, however, to hold the Rajneeshees to
a different religious yardstick. Afterall, the Catholics did a
similar thing in naming the towns and cities of California
aﬁn&enfnvnrﬂnmnts
While the hees may get carried away with
chmngmm such behavior is relatively harmless. The
the Rajneeshees — whether or not they
Mhmndmmlaﬁfmgmmassmmm
of this state would like — is what they have done here.
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poor public relations. The guru’s personafsecretary
AmdSheela,mdmRepW Fawbush “‘is full of
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residents as “‘stupid™ and “bi
Despite this, the Rajneeshees have done good. They
turned an old sheep ranch, now their commune, into a thriv-
Mmthm They have been
appropriate

M‘lﬂ&m tacimnlngypm—
alternative housing

community living based upon developing alternative
Muam!}ml&Thmmmdmmm
be very positive contributions to people in Oregon and
throughout the country who seek an alternative lifestyle in

community living.
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B e instead of insulting them. By having a
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\WE ARE BEAUTIFUL TEOPLE HERE] IT'S THE LOCAL.
BISOTS AND FASCIST POLITICIANS THAT ARE THE PROBLEM,
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Distortions

Periodically the local reac-
tionaries indulge themselves in
a frenzied condemnation of
“misinformation’”” on national
defense issues, which is usually
attributed to machinations of
the KGB. However Eugene has
its own masters of misinforma-
tion. They're called the Defense
Education Committee.

At a meeting of the Rubicon
Society on Aug. 16 the guest
speaker was one Bob Bennent, a

* member of this commitie whose

avowed aim is to educate the

mitshenmym
tune to listen to in years. The
construction of military
facilities in Nicaragua was dealt
on at excuciating length while
no mention was made of U.S.

numerical lead in submarines
was noted but the superior U.S.
anti-submarine warfare
capabilities were ignored. So on
and so forth. When [ pointed
out the errors in his analysis
Bennet’s only response was the
hoary excuse that he couldn’t
talk aboiuit it because it was
classified.

1 don't mind another shrill
group of recaleitrant right-
wingers banding together to
bamboozle the public. It's their
constitutional right, which 1
served four years active duty in
U.S. Navy to defend. But I
wish they were honest
enough to label it for what it is,

hide behind the false label
on.” It

's already
abused enough.
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‘‘Campuses ...aunr.:h Anti-
Reagan Campaign.”” was the ti-
tle of an article published by the
Registar-CGuard 9/18/84. This
NGO group called “Change in
84.'" started by Professor
Goldrich, doesn't represent a
majority of the students on the
campuses throughout the state
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the professor is that he is still
living in the radical 60's.

When Professor Goldrich
states, ‘‘there is enourmous
awareness on campuses of the
unjustified nature of (Reagan),””
he seems to be void of the
political realities of the 80's.
This is shocking given the fact
that he is a professor of political
science.

The climate on the U of O
campus has changed in the last
few years. The students here are
more conservative. There is a
new alternative student paper
with a conservative point of
view, The Oregon Commen-
tator. Plus, many pro-Reagan
clubs have emerged on campus.
The U of O is not representitive
of most college campuses,
however, it is more liberal.

President Reagan’'s strongest
base of support is in the col-
leges, ages 18 to 24: These
students no longer accept the
tried and failed policies of the
radical 60's, which professor
Goldrich represents. | suggest
that when classos start, the pro-
fessor look at his students. He
may realize that he is part of a
dying breed, the liberal radicals
of the 60's.

Ron E. Munion
Political Science




