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Oregon’s wary of Fresno State

By John Healy
Of the Emerald

When it comes to track and field,
Oregon State’s “Orange Express”
seems to be permanently stalled. But
that doesn’t mean the Oregon men'’s
track team can just idle through
Saturday’s meet at Hayward Field.

Not with Fresno State in town.

“The addition of Fresno State
makes this weekend into a tougher
dual meet,” says Oregon coach Bill
Dellinger. “l don't want to overlook
Oregon State, but in terms of exten-
ding our team, we face a team much
like UCLA and Cal in Fresno State.”

For the Ducks, that could mean a
long afternoon. Oregon managed to
nip UCLA at home 86-77 on the
strength of a win in the mile relay,
then squeezed by California 83-80.

However, both California and and
UCLA pummeled the Ducks in the
sprints, relays and a couple weight
events. Those are also strong areas
for the Bulldogs.

Dellinger and the Ducks will
answer that challenge with an area
Oregon has become renowned in —
the distance events.

The Bulldogs, defending Pacific
Coast Athletic Association cham-
pions, are 6-1 in duals this season.
They were beaten badly by UCLA,
but Dellinger says that was because
the Bulldogs came out second best
in the sprints.

Those same sprinters, if times are
any indication, won't have to settle
for many seconds against the Ducks
and Beavers. Fresno State will bring
a sprint contingent to Eugene that
has Terry Neely (10.55) and George
Gaffney (10.59) in the 100; Larry
Walker (46.96) and Robin Johnson
(47.22) in the 400; and Sam Chance
(21.1) and Neely (21.78) in the 200.

Add up all those Fresno State
points in the sprints and relays, and
the Ducks trail 36-1.

But Oregon should dominate in
anything 800 meters and above. Bas-

ed on times, Oregon should sweep
the steeplechase and 1,500, finish 1-2
in the 5,000, and win the 800 against
Fresno State. That would be a 315
Oregon margin, which would effec-
tively counterbalance the Bulldogs’
sprint margin.

Which means the jumps and
weights — especially the former —
will be pivotal Saturday.

“Our vaulters will be challenged,
they are strong in the hurdles, and
we face one of the best hammer
throwers (Matt Milehan, 244-8) in the
NCAA,” says Dellinger.

Other keys: In the pole vault,
Oregon’s Kory Tarpenning (17-82)
faces Fresno State’s Doug Fraley
(17-2) and Mark Heppner (17-0%4); in
the long jump, Oregon will pit |.).
Birden (25-3'%2) and Chris Bolden
(25-1) against the Bulldogs' Gaffney
(25-11) and David Williams (24-3%);
and the triple jump matches Uchen-
na Agu (50-6) with FSU's Clint
Williams (51-10 ).

Suns drop Blazers
out of NBA playoffs

PORTLAND (AP) — The Phuenix Suns, paced
by the second half outside shooting of guards
Walter Davis and Kyle Macy, knocked off the
Portland Trail Blazers 117-105 Thursday night in
the fifth and deciding game of their National )
Basketball Association playoff series.

The Suns, who beat the Blazers twice on
Portland’s home court during the series, advanc-
ed to take on Utah in a best-of-seven Western
Conference semifinal series starting Sunday in
Salt Lake City.

Davis scored 21 of his 29 points in the second
half, while Macy scored 17 of his 20 after intermis-
sion as the Suns pulled away from the depleted
Blazers.

Portland was playing without center Mychal
Thompson, who broke his right elbow in Tuesday
night’s game in Phoenix.

Starting forwards Calvin Natt and Kenny Carr
also were hobbled by injuries.

Maurice Lucas and Larry Nance scored 19 each
for Phoenix. Jim Paxson topped Portland with 24
points, while Natt added 20 and Valentine 19.
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