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From Associated Press reports

U.S. gunners
shell Beirut

BEIRUT — U.S. jets thundered
over Beirut Monday after two
overnight attacks on American
Marines, and gunners shelled the
capital’s harbor for the first time
since the summer of 1982,

The onslaught on Marine posi-
tions did not result in any
casualties and caused only minor
damage to the Beirut airport
where the Marines are stationed.

But the 15minute bombard-
ment of the port wounded four
construction workers shortly after
noon. Police were unable to deter-
mine who was responsible for the
first shelling of the harbor area
since Israel’s 1982 summer inva-
sion of Lebanon.

One salvo of five shells and
rockets slammed into the harbor
area about a mile east of the U.S.
Embassy on West Beirut’'s
seafront.

“Nothing fell close enough to
alarm us,”” said embassy
spokesman John Stewart.

The artillery and rocket-
propelled grenade attacks on the
U.S. Marine contingent at Beirut’s
international airport came before
midnight and at daybreak, said a
Marine spokesman, Maj. Dennis
Brooks.

A grenade and some small arms
fire hit the southern perimeter of
the base, said Brooks. He said
Marines returned the fire with
small arms and machine guns.

At daybreak, two artillery
rounds hit the airport runway.
Brooks said the origin of those
shells was not determined.

Bus strike
continues

WASHINGTON — Members of
the Amalgamated Transit Union
have voted overwhelmingly to re-
ject the latest Greyhound offer to
settle a bitter strike, a union of-
ficial said Monday.

Rex Hardesty, a spokesman for
the AFL-CIO here, revealed the
vote as representatives of the
union were meeting with
reporters in Phoenix, Ariz., home
base of Greyhound.

According to Hardesty, 9,181
union members voted to reject
the new offer, while only 335
voted in favor of it. That
represented a margin of 96.4 per-
cent voting against the strike.

Hardesty noted, however, that
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about 3,000 members of the union
did not cast ballots on the latest
company offer.

Striking Greyhound workers
represented by a Portland-based
local voted overwhelmingly
against this latest contract offer.

Workers from Local 1055 of the
Amalgamated Transit Workers
Union voted 340-7 against the con-
tract, President Darrell Horn said
Monday.

Local 1055 represents about 450
workers from Oregon, Idaho and
parts of Montana, Washington,
California and Utah. A Seattle-
based local voted 185-3 against
ratification, he said.

Court affirms
death penalty

ATLANTA — The 11th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals denied a re-
quest Monday for a stay of execu-
tion for convicted killer Robert
Sullivan, who is scheduled to die
today in Florida’s electric chair.

His lawyer, Eric Freedman, had
urged the court to postpone the
execution until the U.S. Supreme
Court rules on the issues of
“proportionality review” in death
penalty cases.

He cited the case of Texas in-
mate James David Autry, who won
a stay of execution Oct. 11 pen-
ding the Supreme Court ruling on
the issue.

Circuit Judge Paul Roney presid-
ed over the three-judge panel that
heard the case. He said at the end
of today’s 2%-hour hearing that he
was “quite aware’’ that the ruling
would be appealed to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Proportionality review involves
the argument by death penalty op-
ponents that similar sentences are
not always meted out for similar
crimes, making the death penalty
in many cases a violation of the
equal protection clause of the U.S.
Constitution.

Sullivan, 36, has been on
Florida's Death Row since Nov. 14,
1973 — longer than any other in-
mate in the nation. His execution
is set for 7 a.m. Tuesday at Florida
State Prison near Starke, but it can
be rescheduled until noon
Wednesday, when Florida Gov.
Bob Graham's warrant expires.

Guatemalan
aid delayed

WASHINGTON — The Reagan
administration, upset over a
resurgence of human rights viola-
tions in Guatemala, is delaying the
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sale of helicopter parts to the Cen-
tral American nation’s rightist
military government, officials say.

State Department officials, who
spoke on condition they not be
identified, said the delay in the
sale reflects U.S. concern over the
upturn in political violence — in-
cluding attacks against employees
of U.S.-funded educational

programs.

The officials said an earlier ap-
proval for the sale is not formally
under review, but some senior of-
ficials want it withdrawn and, in
the meantime, final permission
for a $2 million purchase of
military helicopter parts is being
held up to signal U.S. displeasure.

The latest chill in
U.S.-Guatemalan relations also
complicates President Ronald
Reagan’s strategy of drawing
Guatemala more directly into
regional efforts to reduce leftist
influences in Central America.
Before adjourning 10 days ago,
Congress barred direct military
and economic aid to Guatemala
and 51 congressmen urged
cancellation of the helicopter
parts sale.

The delay on the helicopter
parts sale also coincides with the
return to the United States of Am-
bassador Frederic Chapin for the
Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays — an absence which,
though officially characterized as
“routine,” is regarded as another
sign of American displeasure.

New heart
beats strong

MARSEILLE — The world's
longest surviving heart transplant
patient, Emmanuel Vitria, on Mon-
day celebrated the 15th anniver-
sary of his life-saving operation.

“1 think I'll die at 100 years of
age, shot by a jealous husband,”
the 62-year-old Vitria told
reporters.

The survival rate for transplant
patients has gone up recently,
with about 30 percent of the pa-
tients surviving into their third
year. But the average survival rate
is only about two to three years,
doctors say.

Vitria received his new heart
Nov. 28, 1968. The operation was
performed at the Salvator Hospital
in Marseille by Professor Edmond
Henry, who died last year of a
heart attack. Vitria goes to the
hospital for a checkup twice a
month, and rides a bicycle and
swims regularly.

“I've become kind of a good
luck symbol for the people | visit
in hospitals,” he said. “It’s a task |
do willingly.”




