
Is Monson a savior? 
Players believe in coach J 

By Doug Levy 
Of the Emerald 

It was only 10 minutes into the 
fourth day of practice, and most 

players on Oregon's basketball 
team probably weren't warmed 
up yet. 

Don Monson was warmed up. 
The team was running a three-on- 
two drill, and Reggie Wallace, a 

freshman from National City, 
Calif., found himself alone for a 

layup after two fine passes. All he 
had to do was go straight up for 
two points; instead, he tried a 

finger roll and missed. 
"Hold it!" screamed Monson. 

"We make two pretty passes, and 
you throw up that garbage? Forget 
being All-American and make the 
layup!" 

It was pure Monson. Oregon's 
new coach has built a reputation 
on stressing fundamentals while 
winning 100 games in five years at 
Idaho. 

"He (Monson) is going back to 
basics because we've abused 
them before," says senior captain 
David Brantley, referring to 

Oregon's 9-18 record of 1982. 
For Monson, coaching the 

Ducks is just another challenge. 
At Idaho, he inherited a team that 
had won 26 games in four years 
and turned it into a club that won 
52 games and played in two NCAA 
tournaments from 1980-82. 

Monson performed his magic 
with unheralded players and a 

willingness to work them as hard 
as he needed to. He sees the same 
situation at Oregon. 

"My first impression," says 
Monson, "was of a group of 
players with a good attitude. We 
might be short on talent, but we 
can make up for it in other ways." 

So there was Monson the first 
day of practice, blasting his 
players when they goofed, patting 
them on the butt when they 
didn't. 

"He doesn't play any favorites, 
that’s for sure,” says Gary 
Gatewood, Oregon's third-leading 
scorer a year ago (8.7 ppg). 

Blair Rasmussen, whose 14.8 

scoring average helped him earn 
second-team all-Pac-10 a year ago. 

Despite the efforts of Jeff Stevens (right), Blair Rasmussen is 
headed for two points at a recent Oregon basketball practice. 
Kenny Sprague (back) looks on. 

Don Monson 

understands Monson's shouts 
and lec tures. 

"That's his job," says 
Rasmussen. "There's nothing per- 
sonal involved — it's just construc- 
tive criticism." 

What it boils down to is that the 
coach dearly wants to win. 

"I’m not used to losing," Mon- 
son says, chuckling at the state- 
ment. "I know myself — if I can’t 
turn it (Oregon's program) around 
in three years. I'll probably go 
somewhere else." 

The Pac-10's rookie coach cer- 

tainly has won everywhere else 
he's been. In 26 years of coaching, 
Monson has won an astounding 
401 games while dropping 195. He 
knows people at Oregon want 

similar results. 
"I know expectations are high," 

says Monson. "I can see it every 
time I'm on the street. People 
come up to me and wish me luck 
— I know they want a winning 
season.. 

His players do too "They're 
frustrated — they lost a lot of close 
games last year," says Monson. 

The Ducks seemed to lose every 
game down the wire last year but 
"we're very confident this year," 
says Gatewood. "We have a ma- 

jority of our starters back. Blair's a 

hell of a center, we have good for- 
wards, good guards, and. 

"And we're confident in him 
(Monson),” says Brantley. "If we 

carry out what he expects, we can 

win." 
Monson won't go that far. He 

cautions that the Ducks may have 
a losing record by Christmas, 
thanks to a killer schedule of Min- 

nesota, Wichita State and Brigham 
Young. Then he straightens up in 
his chair. 

"If I didn't think I could turn 

this program around, I wouldn't 
be here. People demand a winner. 
That's fickle, but it's fair." 

STUCK AT SCHOOL 
THIS WEEKEND! 

Weekend Special 
at the Fishbowl Deli: 

Cup of Soup with the 

purchase of any Deli Sandwich! 

Don’t Forget the Fishbowl is still a great 
place for soft drinks, coffee, pastries, 
yogurts and more! 

No Beer Garden This Week! 

/ Precision 
Hairworks 
For the BEST haircut 

you can get at any price, 
corner of 29 th & Willamette 343“1182 
no appointment needed_ Open Mon.- Sat. 

$ 
6 

A Family-Style 
Restaurant 
featuring seafood. steak. prime nh. fresh pasta, 
salad bar. >«Hips. and sandwiches, daily lurwh 

A Bakery 
with croissants, combrvad and -5 varieties of pies 
haked fresh daily, including seasonal fresh frvti 
pies — all available for lake out 

A Lounge 
with full bar. a wine ot ihe month, and buflei 

style hors d’ocuxres from 4 7 
Mondus thru Salurda\ 

Student Discount 
10% off total purchase 

with valid fee card 
$5.00 minimum purchase required 

(Good anytime in Restaurant. Bakery and Lounge) 

/ Goodpaature 

Valley River Drive 

VALLEY RIVER 

f 

WILLAMETTE RIVER 
w Wi»h Jeft 8'ldge 

OPEN 
11 a.m. 10 p.m. Sun.-Thurs. 
11 a.m. 11 p.m. Fri. & Sal. 

1300 Valley River Drive 
484-1711 

Dental 
Check-up 
Special!! 

Take advantage of our special dental checkup. 
Early diagnosis and treatment can prevent 

many major dental problems. 

• DIAGNOSTIC X-RAYS 
• FULL ORAL EXAM 
• DOCTORS 

CONSULTATION 

Call for Appointment by October 28. 1983 

LANE DENTAL 
CENTER 

Family Dental Center 

74 E 18th, Eugene 683-4400 


