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Steinem’s message is still fresh
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Everyday Rebellions”

Gloria Steinem

Holt, Rhinehart and Winston
363 pages, $13.95

Riding the fringes of several
moving portraits of women's lives
or fragments of their lives, Gloria
Steinem delivers a message in her
first full-length book,
“Outrageous Acts and Everyday
Rebellions.”

Most people hate message
books. | hate message books. But
Steinem does what is rarely done.
Steinem gives you a reason to
wade through the message you
might normally step around, and
then carry it with you.

The nuggets of Steinem’s life,
and the verbatim replicas of other
women's lives, are worth sloshing
through the message. In true jour-
nalistic style of concise prose and
active verbs, Steinem unfolds her
mother’s tortured life in “Ruth’s
Song (Because She Could Not
Sing 1).” She hits you with the
memory of the lousiest job you
ever had in Il was a Playboy Bun-
ny.” And she’ll spatter you with

the blood and guts that drove
Marilyn Monroe io suicide and
Linda Lovelace to sexual slavery.

And after she's picqued your in-
terest, she'll slap in a few ser-
mons. But even though the
message isn't sugar-coated, it
does grab your attention once you
begin reading it. The blood and
guts she uses to profile Monroe
and Lovelace are only a prelude to
the blood and guts in “The Inter-
national Crime of Genital Mutila-
tion,” which she and Robin
Morgan co-author.

Steinem echoes her pro-choice
stance in “If Hitler Were Alive,
Whose Side Would He Be On."”
And her sense of humour in “Rx
Fantasies: For Temporary Relief of
Pain Due to Injustice” is a good
balance and a nice “how to”
guide for daydreaming.

But of all of Steinem’s sermonet-
tes, my favorite has to be “If Men
Could Menstruate.”” Steinem’s up-
front honesty and sardonic wit
carry “If Men Could Menstruate.”
A few writers could stand to take
note and marvel at that ability.

The lines are tremendously fun- -

ny (especially if you've been
through them) and probably more

than a little uncomfortable for a
ot of foIKs.

“Men would brag about how
long and how much.

Sanitary supplies would be
federally funded and free. Of
course some men would still pay
for the prestige of such commer-
cial brands as Paul Newman Tam-
pons and Joe Namath Jock Sheilds
— ‘For those light bachelor days.’

Street guys would invent slang
(‘He’s a three-pad man’) and ‘give
fives” on the corner with some ex-
change like, ‘Man, you lookin’
good!”

‘Yeah, man, I'm on the rag.” "

Steipem first' wrote “If Men
Could Menstruate” in 1978 for Ms.
magazine. Most of the chapters in
“Outrageous Acts and Everyday
Rebellions’ are previously
published, “old’* material.

But Steinem’s “old” material is
still fresh. Maybe it's the honesty.
Maybe it's the way she deals with
subjects most people won't
approach.

Maybe it’s just that it's a good
book that will make you squirm,
think, cry and laugh — even if you
don’t want to,

Debbie Howlett
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At the movies

Angelo’ is a celebration of life

in 1977, Robert Duvall met
Angelo Evans, a streetwise hustler
and one of New York's urban gyp-
sies. Evans was only seven
Angelo My Love" — now show-
ing at Cinema 7 through Oct. 26 -
is the result of that meeting: a
tender, insightful look into the
lives of the urban gypsies, and in
particular that "of Angelo, the
twelve-year-old hustier who still
remains a child at heart.
Writer-director Duvall took real
events from the gypsy culture to

Choose from
the largest

selection in
Lane County.

Birkenstock
5th St. Public Market

296 E. 5th St. .
Eugene, 342-6107
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form the plot elements of the film,
and in a surprise move he has the
pypsies themselves portray
characters, who are no doubt in
parlt representations o1l
themselves.

The result is evident from the
first major scene in the film. Al a
“kris,” which is an interclan trial,
Angelo has accused a member of
another family of stealing a
precious family heirloom.

The acting in this scene is
natural, and the dialogue rings

true. It's obvious from the rise in
emotions and the ensuing chaos
that the individuals have a real
stake in the outcome of the tnial

Ultimately the ruling goes
against Angelo and in favor ol
Palatay, the accused, a bumbling
drunk who through the course of
the film exhibits a surprising
amount of character.

The rest of the film chronicles
Angelo’s search for justice with
the help of his older brother

Continued on Page 12B

Cultural Forum Presents

Tickets: An
*3.00 :

U of O Students
*3:50 - '
- General Public _
Tickets available at EMU Main

Desk. Earth River Records
- and Everybody's Recards

~ Thursday, Nov. 3rd., 8 p.m.
- EMU BALLROOM - U of O
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JEANERY DOWNTOWN STORE QUITS BUSINESS!

celebrate at the Pad. We
have 60 oz. pitchers of
Rainier for $2.25 for
you to enjoy while
watching Live Sports on
our Big Screen TV.

[ Video Game Contest |

Play one of our many video
games at the Pad West anytime
during the week. Every Monday
the highest scorer on each game
for the week will be entered in to
the drawing for a

Free 19’ Color TV!

Winner will be chosen in December.
\_ ¥

Be sure to remember
that our great
7 inch Hot Dogs
with all the fixings are
Just 25¢

Tuesday evenings at the Pad and
Thursday evenings at the Pad West

Paddock Tavern
3355 E. Amazon Dr.
Eugene

342-3575

Pad West Tavern
2156 W. 11th
Eugene
342-4585
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Coupons in the Emerald save you money.
=. Check every page, every day. It pays. |
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