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Of the Emerald

Looking into the future is no
longer a trick of gypsies and
crystal balls, but a real concern for
society, said Burke Raymond, a
Portland futurist consultant, Mon-
day at the Valley River Inn.

Future decisions must not be
based on past trends, Raymond
said. Society is moving away from
the hierarchical industrial age
toward the “information age,” a
period of more open
communication.

“It is our option, and duty, to
choose the future we want,” said
Raymond, a consultant with the
firm of Burke, Roth and
Associates.

“Choices we do not have the
courage to make could spell the
end of human history.

“World institutions, like govern-
ments, are frozen,” Raymond told
officials at an annual meeting of
the Oregon Public Health Associa-
tion and the Conference of Local
Health.
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must rely on ourselves to create
society,” he said.

Individuals are more important
than organizations in the new age.
Therefore, the need for expres-

sion becomes much more evi-_

dent, he said.

The new age will stress en-
trepreneurships, and the ac-
cumulation of capital will lose its
prominence, he said.

Knowledge will become the
new raw material of the informa-
tion era. It is the single most im-
portant development individuals
can have, Raymond said. In an age
where information comes quickly,
shared knowledge will benefit
everyone.

Conventional social structure
will disband along with decen-
tralization, Raymond said.
Organizations based on the
hierarchy model cannot survive
this transition.

Movement into the new era will
affect society's driving forces, in-
cluding values, learning, health,
economics, governance and
technology, he said.
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Futurist Burke Raymond says society is leaving the industrial age and entering the intormation age,

“We cannot rely on govern-
which will spell decreased emphasis on organizations and increased importance on individuals.

e ¢
ments for control. We, the people, The overriding concern of the

future, Raymond said, is the “very
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THAT'S WHY
NSA OFFERS
YOU THESE
EXCITING

CAREER

OPPORTUNITIES

ELECTRONIC
ENGINEERING

There are opportunities in
a variety of research ond
development projects
ranging from individual
equipments to very
complex interactive
systems invelving large
numbers of
microprocessors, mini-
computers and computer
graphics. Professional
growth is enhanced
through interaction with
highly sxperienced NSA
professionals and through
contacts in the industrial
and academic worlds.
Facilities for engineering
analysis and design
automation are among the
best available.

MATHEMATICS

You'll work on diverse
agency problems applying
a variety of mathematical
disciplines. Specific
assignments might include
solving communications-
related problems,
performing long-range
mathematical research or
svaluating new techniques
for communications
security.

COMPUTER
SCIENCE

At NSA you'll discover one
of the largest computer
the world
with almost every major

installations in

vendor of computer
equipment represented.
NSA careers provide
mixtures of such disciplines
as systems analysis and
design, scientific
applications programming,
data base management
systems, operating
systems, computer
networking/security, and
grophics.
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LINGUISTS

NSA offers a wide range
of challenging assignments
for Slavic, Near Eastern
and Asian language majors
invelving translation,
transcription and analysis/
reporting. Newly-hired
linguists can count on
receiving advanced training
in their primary language(s)
and can plan on many
years of continued
professional growth.
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THE REWARDS
AT NSA

NSA offers o salary and
benefit progrom that's
truly competitive with
private industry. There are
assignments for those whe
wish te travel ond
abundant good living in the
Baltimore-Washington area
for those who wish to stay
close to home.

Countless cultural,
historical, recreational and
educational opportunities
are jus! minutes awoy
from NSA's convenient
suburban location.

To find out more
about NSA career
opportunities,
schedule an interview
through your college
placement office. For
additional information
on the National
Security Agency,
write to National
Security Agency,
Attn: M322, Fort
George G. Meade,

Maryland 20755.

real prospect of nuclear war.”
Arms buildup is a holdover from
the industral age, he said.

Raymond called the peace
movement the most important
cause today because people are
taking charge of their own
destiny, thereby strengthening
society.

The women’s movement is
another strong sociological force
that is changing values, Raymond
said.

Learning becomes more impor-
tant in the information age, too,
he said. Instead of a time-frame
structure where learning ends at a
set age, education becomes a
lifelong pursuit.

Raymond noted that the average
age of college students is increas-
ing. More professional people are
heading back to_the classroom.
And given the chance to par-
ticipate in the system more, high
school students become more ac-
tive with studies.

Health concerns are moving
from repair-oriented service to
preventative medicine. Physical
fitness’ increasing populararity is
one sign of this, Raymond said.

““However, an increase in
physical awareness has grave con-
sequences for the established
medical insitutions,” he said. A
trend toward higher drug
dependency continues.

Economics and working at-
titudes are changing as well, Ray-
mond said. Full consumption
means full® employment but
dwindling resources. Again, Ray-
mond cited knowledge as the “in-
finite solution.”

Governments will have a smaller
role in the information age and
soon it will be “absurd” for
leaders to think they can make
decisions without consulting the
public, Raymond said.

“We will have information just
as fast as they will. This will mean
real democracy,”” he said.

Finally, technological advances
will affect society profoundly, Ray-
mond said. Computers and robots
are the issues of the 1980s, while
genetic engineering will be the
concern of the 1990s.

“The ability to make changes in
DNA will be a reality. Birth defects
will be curbed. Real decisions will
have to be made on sex and race
quotas,” he said.

By moving toward education
and medical research, Oregon’s
economy would benefit, Raymond
said. High-technology soon will
be passe.

“The choices of the future are
not clear. The ground continues
to move. But we do control our
own destiny and we must not be
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